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GOD IS JEALOUS 
(October 24, 2021) 

 

 
 
At our last prayer meeting – the leader of the meeting had us following the ACTS 
model – although for some reason he ended up with ATCS. 
 
Anyway, he had us begin with adoration of God. 
 
He listed out the attributes of God he thought we should adore. Here was his list: 
 

Holy, righteous, unchanging, faithful, loving, slow to anger, abounding in 
steadfast love, merciful, all knowing, transcendent, immanent, sovereign. 

 
Those are great attributes. Most of us could spend hours meditating on and thanking 
God for them. 
 
Maybe it is because I have a warped sense of humour or maybe because I was 
preparing this sermon but I asked – so why aren’t we praising and adoring God for 
attributes like His wrath, His anger and His jealousy? 
 
Or perhaps I could rephrase the question in another way for us to think about this 
morning. 
 
Do you want a God who is angry, wrathful and jealous? 
 
My point this morning is this – yes – yes you do! 
 
You absolutely want this kind of God. 
 

JEALOUS
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If you reach the end of this sermon and think I am so glad God is angry, wrathful and 
jealous – then I have done my job. 
 
The reality is that when we think of the attributes of God most of us do usually think of 
ones that are warmer and fuzzier and easier to appreciate and like: 
 

God is … love 
 
God is … patient 
 
God is … sovereign 

 
We hear these attributes of God and we think – I am so glad this is who our God is. 
 
But think for a moment about: 
 

God is … wrath 
 
God is … angry 
 
God is … jealous 

 
Many of us think – I’m not sure I like the idea of an omnipotent being who is angry, 
jealous and filled with wrath. 
 
In fact, finding out these are attributes the Bible ascribes to God has led some to reject 
Christianity. 
 
Perhaps the most famous was Oprah Winfrey who speaks of sitting in church in the 
1980’s hearing the pastor discussing the names of God. Then she heard him say, 
“God’s name is Jealous!” 
 
She decided she did not want to worship a God who was jealous and according to her 
– this began her descent into New Age mysticism. 
 
However, here is my main point this morning – and it is pretty simple: 
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You absolutely want a God who is jealous for His glory and for those who are 
His 
 
You absolutely want a God who is jealous for His glory and for those who are 
His 
 
Exodus 20:5 is clear. God says: 
 

I, the Lord your God am a jealous God. 
 
James Montgomery Boice said: 
 

Rightly understood, the idea of jealousy is central to any true concept of God. 
 
If were asked – what concept is central to who God is – most of us would think of 
attributes like holiness or sovereignty or glory. 
 
Jealousy probably would not make the list of core attributes for many of us. 
 
But it is core to who God is. 
 
To help unpack why this is so – I want to talk for a minute about the attributes of God. 
 
Traditionally they are divided into incommunicable and communicable attributes. 
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Incommunicable 
 

Attributes of God that belong to God alone. 
 
Eg. eternality, self-existence, immutability, self-sufficiency, transcendence, 
uniqueness. 

 
Communicable 
 

Attributes of God that humans can also possess, although only in an imperfect 
way and to a finite extent.  
 
Eg. goodness, justice, wrath, love, anger, jealousy. 

 
Clearly there is overlap among many of these attributes and there is a lot of debate 
about whether these categories are useful ways to understand God and there is also 
debate over where some attributes fall. 
 
For example – Omnipotence, Omniscience. 
 
Because only God is omnipotent and omniscient – most would say they are 
incommunicable. 
 
However, others would say – the attributes are actually power and knowledge – 
attributes we have. 
 
They would argue most attributes of God are communicable – it is just God has them 
perfectly and infinitely – we have them imperfectly and finitely. 
 
So, they would say – while we can be loving and just – only God can be omniloving 
and omnijust. 
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Anyway, enough on the disputes that keep theologians awake at night that you don’t 
care about. 
 
Here is what I want you to understand. 
 
However, you understand these attributes – the important point about these attributes 
is this. 
 

God expresses them in perfect and infinite ways. 
 
You and I express them in imperfect and finite ways. 

 
For example: 
 
Love. 
 
God loves and we love. But: 
 

God’s love is perfect – He always loves the right thing in the right way. His love 
is infinite – there are no bounds to what He will do for love. 
 
You and me – our love is imperfect – we love the wrong things – the world, 
ourselves, sin. And our love is finite – even when we love the right things there 
are limits to how much we love them – God, holiness, our spouse. 

 
Or consider anger. 
 
God angers and we anger. But: 
 

God’s anger is perfect – He only becomes angry at the right things – sin or 
something that opposes Him or His plan. His perfect anger is infinite – such that 
His wrath and punishment are not exhausted – and will ultimately destroy all 
sin and effects of sin. 
 
You and me – our anger is imperfect – we often get angry at the wrong thing – 
our kid interrupts our TV show – the wrong team wins the football. Even when 
we get angry at the right thing – our sin, injustice, false teaching – our anger is 
finite – it fades pretty quickly. 

 
Now with this in mind – I want us to think about the attribute of jealousy. 
 
If I said to you – Oh that Sarah Magrath – that is one jealous woman. Would you think 
I was praising her or having a go at her? Is being a jealous woman a good thing or a 
bad thing? 
 
Sarah probably wouldn’t see it as a compliment. If you heard that comment – you 
would probably think I was saying something negative about Sarah because jealousy 
has come to be viewed as a negative. 
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But, the truth is it depends on what she is jealous for. 
 
In the New Testament only one word is translated jealous – the word zelos. 
 
This word is sometimes translated – zeal. 
 
Zelos – is used of the good kind of jealousy. Zeal for the right things – holiness, God’s 
glory, the gospel. 
 
In Greek other words are used for the bad kind of jealousy – imperfect jealousy. 
 
Words translated envy and coveting. 
 
There is clearly a great deal of overlap between envy and coveting. 
 
Many have tried to define them along these lines: 
 
Envy is a jealousy towards someone because of what they have. 
 
Covetousness is jealousy that seeks to possess what someone has. 
 
Complicating matters – in the Old Testament there are a number of words translated 
jealous – but the main Hebrew word is kana. 
 
The Old Testament relies on the context as to whether the jealousy is good or bad. 
 
So, in the Old Testament, the same word can mean jealous for good things – or jealous 
in a bad way like envy. 
 
Unfortunately for us, most Old Testament translations seem to not have thought 
through how they translate the words. For example, for the bad kind of jealousy – 
sometimes they use the word jealous at times – and sometimes they use envy or 
covet. 
 
This is part of the reason jealous has become a problematic word – it can mean good 
jealousy or bad jealousy – but most often we think of it in a bad way – like envy. 
 
BUT, I want you to think about it this way – when used of God, His desires, His 
passions, His drives, His zeal – His jealousy – is always perfect, infinite and good. 
 
He only desires the right things and His desire is such that He will not cease protecting 
and perfecting what He desires. 
 
By definition God’s desires are right and holy. 
 
Unfortunately, for you and me – as Christians – while we do want to desire the right 
things, truth is all too often we desire the wrong things. In fact, if we are honest often 
our strongest passions are directed to ungodly objects – and we end up being ruled 
by lust, greed, pleasure. 
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So, when we talk of people – human beings – we can be jealous for a good thing or 
jealous for a bad thing. 
 
Because we are all too often jealous for bad things – jealousy has come to be viewed 
primarily as a negative. 
 
However, when we are talking about God being jealous – we know He is only jealous 
for what is good and right by definition. 
 
So, here is my little rant for today. 
 
I think it would have helped us a lot if the translators were consistent throughout the 
Bible. If the context is positive – use jealousy – if the context is negative – use envy or 
covetousness. 
 
So, maybe it’s because of this sermon – but I feel a little zeal for the term jealousy – 
and part of me would love to campaign to redeem our English word jealousy. 
 
I think it has a bad reputation and I want to polish its reputation. 
 
I want to: 
 

Make jealousy great again. 
 
Unfortunately, that might get confusing and anyway that ship has sailed. 
 
So, for the sake of simplicity here is how I want us to think about jealousy this morning: 
 

 
 
Righteous jealousy is a godly desire to cherish or protect. 
 
Unrighteous jealousy is a sinful desire to covet or possess. 
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Let me see if I can illustrate this. 
 
You walk into a room and see a man with his arm around a beautiful woman and they 
are clearly more than just friends and you find you have some intense feelings toward 
that woman. 
 
Now – if that woman is your wife and you are zealous for her purity and rightly 
protective of her and your marriage – you can say what you feel is righteous jealousy 
a godly zeal – and that is a good thing. 
 
But, if that woman is the other man’s wife – and you wish she was your wife – if the 
emotions you feel are actually coveting and lust – then you can say what you feel is 
unrighteous jealousy – and that is a bad thing. 
 
Now, we need to be careful how far we push analogies like this. You can have 
unrighteous jealousy toward your wife. If you are the type of husband who gets 
fearful and worried any time another man even says hello to your wife – that can be 
wrongly possessive and unrighteous. 
 
But if someone is trying to steal her affections – any man worth his salt will feel 
righteously jealous which includes looking at why your wife would look twice at another 
man. 
 
Anyway, my point is this – when we think of God and jealousy – His jealousy is always 
righteous and always perfect. 
 
So finally, I think we are ready to begin to think through what it means that God is a 
jealous God. 
 
So, if righteous jealousy is a godly desire to cherish and protect. 
 
Then: 
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God is rightly jealous and He desires to cherish and protect. 
 
And Scripturally, that is predominantly two things. 
 

 
 

His glory 
His people 

 
First, we will look at His jealousy in terms of God’s jealousy for: 
 

JEALOUS
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His glory 
 
The first reference to God’s jealousy comes in a very famous passage – Exodus 20 – 
the giving of the Ten Commandments. 
 
Let me set the context for this. 
 
God called Abraham – made a covenant with him and promised a great nation would 
come from him. 
 
He had a son Isaac, who had a son Jacob, who had a bunch of sons. 
 
Jacob and his sons went into Egypt. 
 
They became slaves. 
 
The centuries passed. 430 years. It seemed as if God had abandoned them. 
 
Then God called Moses and said I have not forgotten My people. I will rescue them. 
 
Moses says – well It has been a long time, the people have forgotten You and they 
think You have forgotten them so they will ask me for Your name. 
 
God says – tell them – I am who I am. 
 
Then the Lord delivers them by an incredible display of power in the Exodus. 
 
Now they find themselves – in the wilderness. This God they had heard about is 
leading them by a pillar of cloud in the day and fire at night – but they don’t really know 
Him. They have no Scriptures, just the stories passed down. 
 

JEALOUS
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He was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob centuries ago. 
 
Moses then goes up on Mount Sinai and God tells him this is what you and My people 
need to know about Me. 
 

 
 
Exodus 20:1-5: 
 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. 
 

I am the One who delivered you by My great power. 
 
Now remember, this is basically God introducing Himself to His people. 
 
What would you expect Him to say next? 
 
Here is the kind of God I am – powerful, loving, holy, gracious, loving. 
 
But here is what He actually says. What do you need to know about Me?: 
 

JEALOUS
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Do not have other gods besides me. 
 
You will worship Me and Me alone. 
 
Remember Abraham had been a moon worshipper. 
 
Isaac and Jacob had lived among people who worshipped many gods. 
 
The Israelites had just spent 430 years surrounded by the gods of the Egyptians. 
 
They thought they could add Yahweh – to the other gods. 
 
The more gods on your side the better. 
 
Now God says – no more. 
 
You are mine and I am your God – your only God. 
 

Do not make an idol for yourself, whether in the shape of anything in the 
heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. Do not 
bow in worship to them, and do not serve them. 

 
Why? Verse 5: 
 

For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God. 
 
The main thing you need to know about Me is – I am a jealous God. 
 

All your worship – your devotion is to be mine and mine alone – for I, the LORD 
your God, am a jealous God. 
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Probably not what Moses was expecting. Certainly not what Israel was expecting. 
 
Imagine you are going to a family reunion and you are going to meet your Uncle John. 
 
You have heard about him but don’t know him. 
 
Then at lunch he is sitting next to you. He says: 
 

Hi, I’m your Uncle John, I work as an insurance salesman in Melbourne, I’m a 
widower and I am passionate about the Saints in the AFL. 

 
OK. 
 
Perhaps he puts it out there and says: 
 

My greatest passion is Christ – He is who I live for. 
 
Great. I like Uncle John. 
 
But what if he sat down and said: 
 

Hi, my name is John – here is what you need to know about me. My greatest 
passion is me! I expect those who know me to share that passion – me! If you 
share my passion for me – we will get on just fine. 

 
You might think – well that is honest – but totally narcissistic – in fact it is plain wrong. 
 
Nice to meet you – I think my wife is signalling for me to go. 
 
So, what is Israel to think? Here is God – introducing Himself again to this people. 
 

For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God. 
 
I hope none of you guys say this kind of thing to introduce yourself on your first date 
because there won’t be a second. 
 
Now. Do not be mistaken about this. 
 
You read these verses. You will have no other gods beside me. You will have no idols. 
You will worship nothing else. For I the Lord your God am a jealous God. 
 
Something about this sounds wrong to our ears. It sounds very possessive and needy 
– even worried. A God who is worried His people might love Baal more than Him. 
 
Not in the slightest. 
 
God is telling them this for their benefit – not for His. 
 
This is good news. 
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We didn't like it in cousin John – so why should we like it in God? 
 
John Piper puts it as only he can: 
 

 
 

Because God is unique as an all-glorious, totally self-sufficient Being, he must 
be for himself if he is to be for us. The rules of humility that belong to a creature 
cannot apply in the same way to its Creator. 
 
If God should turn away from himself as the Source of infinite joy, he would 
cease to be God. He would deny the infinite worth of his own glory. He would 
imply that there is something more valuable outside himself. He would commit 
idolatry. 
 
This would be no gain for us. 

 
If we were being called to love an imperfect being – saying I am jealous – I expect 
your love and worship – would be wrong – it would be idolatry. 
 
But not if He is the only perfect Being – and that is what God is. 
 
He is infinitely glorious and worthy of all praise and adoration. There is no one like 
God. He is completely self-sufficient. He is the uncreated Creator. He is who He is. 
 
In fact, it would be wrong not to seek to praise and glorify the most perfect and ultimate 
Being. 
 
When you stand on a mountain and watch an incredible sunrise you can’t help but 
marvel at the One who created this. 
 
When you understand who God truly is – you realise it is only right to worship Him and 
Him alone. 

JEALOUS
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Just as you find joy in a sunrise – so you find joy in worshipping Him. 
 
This is why God being driven to be jealous for His own glory – is good for us as well. 
 
God has always made it clear that at His core – He is jealous. 
 
Isaiah 42:8:  
 

I am the LORD. That is my name, and I will not give my glory to another or my 
praise to idols.  

 
On one level we get this – but it can still trouble us because we are much more used 
to human relationships. 
 
Holland Park has a few weddings coming up. 
 
What if you go to one of those weddings and the husband addresses his about to be 
bride and says?: 

 
I am the husband who chose to take you as my wife. 
 
From this day on I will be your greatest love. 
 
I will have first place in your heart and I warn you – I will brook no rivals. 
 
I am your lord and husband and I am a jealous man. 

 
Most of us would stand up and cry – run girl – just run – get out before it’s too late. 
 
We understand that would be wrong. He is just a man and not worthy to be her one 
consuming passion. 
 
This would be idolatry. 
 
He cannot satisfy all her needs. He does not know how to love her perfectly. His love 
has limits. 
 
Basically, no husband is God. 
 
But here is the difference – God is God. 
 
He is completely worthy of our passion, our love, our worship, our devotion. 
 
And when you understand that – you join Him in that zeal for His glory. 
 
Listen to this from John 2:13–17:  
 

The Jewish Passover was near, and so Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the 
temple he found people selling oxen, sheep, and doves, and he also found the 
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money changers sitting there. After making a whip out of cords, he drove 
everyone out of the temple with their sheep and oxen. He also poured out the 
money changers’ coins and overturned the tables. He told those who were 
selling doves, “Get these things out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house 
into a marketplace!” And his disciples remembered that it is written: Zeal for 
your house will consume me.  

 
Unless you understand the jealousy of God this passage makes little sense. 
 
Jesus was jealous for the glory of God. 
 
We too should long to see the name of God honoured. 
 
We should hate it – passionately hate it – when our God is dishonoured. 
 
When I hear people say – my God would never send people to hell – my God would 
never allow bad things to happen. 
 
When I hear people call God a tyrant, evil, unloving – zeal causes my blood to boil. 
 
I want to defend His name – show the glory of His ways – declare the epitome of love 
is the cross. 
 
My zeal is imperfect and finite – but it is there – because He is the only Being worthy 
of my honour and praise and worship. 
 
Now we come to why this jealousy is such good news for you and for me. 
 
God’s jealousy for His glory leads to Him being jealous for: 
 

 
 
His people 

JEALOUS
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Because God is jealous for His glory – that actually has very important ramifications 
for you and me. 
 
The Bible says that it is God’s zeal for His glory that actually led Him to create us. 
 
He created a people for His name. The reason we exist is to worship God and declare 
His praises and glory for all eternity. 
 
In Ephesians 1:3-12 we read: 
 

Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. … For he chose us in 
him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless in love before 
him. He predestined us to be adopted as sons … to the praise of his glorious 
grace … He made known to us the mystery of his will, … to bring everything 
together in Christ, both things in heaven and things on earth in him. … that we 
who had already put our hope in Christ might bring praise to his glory.  

 
Colossians 1:16:  
 

For everything was created by him, in heaven and on earth … all things have 
been created through him and for him.  

 
The Westminster Shorter Catechism puts it this way. 
 

What is the chief end of man? A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to 
enjoy him forever. 

 
The idea is that God’s jealousy for His glory led Him to create beings who would 
acknowledge and praise that glory for all eternity. 
 
Again – we can think about this kind of jealousy through human eyes and it sounds 
wrong. 
 
The parent who wants to be loved so they have children because they want to be 
loved. 
 
God is not like that. He needs nothing. He is self-sufficient. 
 
The point is – it is wrong to worship the imperfect – that is idolatry. 
 
But it is not only right – it is what we were created for – to worship that which is perfect. 
 
That is where we find our satisfaction, our joy, our reason for being. 
 
He created us not to meet a need – but to acknowledge His glory. 
 
And – here is the good news. For us – that is a great thing. 
 
Joining God is being jealous for His glory is where we find joy and meaning. 
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And God’s jealousy drives His eternal plan to perfect us and turn us into beings who 
will worship Him for all eternity. 
 
His jealousy fuels God’s other attributes. 
 
He is jealous for His holiness. So, He will make us holy. His wrath will completely 
destroy sin and the consequences of sin. 
 
His jealousy fuels His love for His people. He will perfect us and perfect the new 
heavens. 
 
Nothing and no one will stop God from doing what He plans to do. 
 
And this good news for us. 
 
That is why God says – here is what you really need to know about Me – I am a jealous 
God. 
 
This means the people He called will become what He predestined them to become. 
 
Romans 8:29–30:  
 

For those he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, so that he would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And 
those he predestined, he also called; and those he called, he also justified; and 
those he justified, he also glorified.  

 
Nothing can possibly separate you from the love of God in Christ – because God is 
jealous. 
 
He will call us. He will make us holy. He will remove every imperfection. And nothing 
can stop Him from glorifying us. 
 
Why? – because that is what a jealous God does. 
 
His purifying jealousy begins in this life. God called us as a people for His name. We 
find meaning, joy and life in worshipping Him– then in the life to come – this task will 
be perfected. 
 
These implications of God’s jealousy are clear right back in Exodus 20. 
 
This jealous God gave His people the Law. 
 
Why? 
 
Not to control us or dominate us – but because He wants the best for us – which is a 
holy people worshipping Him. 
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Verses 5-6: 
 

For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, bringing the consequences of the 
fathers’ iniquity on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who 
hate me, but showing faithful love to a thousand generations of those who love 
me and keep my commands. 

 
On one level you might think – that sounds threatening and controlling. 
 
I’m jealous. I’m threatened by the other gods. 
 
Worship Me or else! 
 
No! The way God designed us – when we join Him in being jealous for His glory – we 
find satisfaction, purpose and life. 
 
In Him is life. 
 
God says I chose you, I redeemed you – I am the Lord your God. I have your interests 
at heart and I am the only One who can give you what you need. 
 
Here is what you and I have to grasp. 
 
God is for us. 
 
His zeal for His glory meant He even sent Christ to make our holiness – our 
sanctification – possible. 
 
He is not demanding obedience because He is possessive or needy. 
 
No God is entirely self-sufficient – He needs nothing. 

JEALOUS

Exodus 20:1–6:  

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. Do not have 
other gods besides me. Do not make an idol for yourself, whether in 
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Becoming what He created us to be is the way for us to be satisfied and complete and 
find meaning. 
 
He knows the gods of the nations are not real. 
 
There is no god out there with true wisdom. 
 
There is no god out there who can satisfy our deepest needs. 
 
There is no god out there who can save us. 
 
These commands are for our good. 
 
What is the modern-day equivalent? 
 
Do not go on the Internet searching for wisdom – open your Bible. 
 
Do not look to Islam and Buddhism for meaning – they don’t have it. 
 
When you feel your life has no meaning – don’t turn to drugs and sex – find it in Christ. 
 
Don’t think science and medicine or aliens will save you – only God saves. 
 
God knows those things cannot satisfy – and they do not save. 
 

 
 
God knows the world can’t satisfy. Listen to the words of Jeremiah 2:4–13:  
 

Hear the word of the LORD … What fault did your ancestors find in me that they 
went so far from me, followed worthless idols, and became worthless 
themselves? … The prophets prophesied by Baal and followed useless idols. 

JEALOUS

God is rightly jealous and He desires to 
cherish and protect 

His glory 
His people



 21 

… Has a nation ever exchanged its gods? (But they were not gods!) Yet my 
people have exchanged their Glory for useless idols. Be appalled at this, 
heavens; be shocked and utterly desolated! This is the LORD’s declaration. For 
my people have committed a double evil: They have abandoned me, the 
fountain of living water, and dug cisterns for themselves — cracked cisterns 
that cannot hold water.  

 
The people committed a double evil. 
 
Men and women who were created to find meaning in worshipping God stopped 
worshipping Him. 
 
And they looked to other gods. They dug and dug looking for quenching water and 
came up dry. 
 
We were created for His glory. 
 
We only find joy in seeking His glory. 
 
Nothing else satisfies. 
 
So, telling us to keep His commandments and live holy lives is actually for our best. 
 
Henry Blackaby and Claude King give this illustration: 
 

Suppose the Lord says, “I have a gift for you – a beautiful, wonderful expression 
of what love is. I will provide you with a spouse – a husband or wife. … Within 
that relationship, your mate will love you, believe in you and trust you. Out of 
that relationship I will bless the two of you with children and those children will 
sit on your knee and say, “Daddy (or Mummy), I love you.” 
 
But, then He says, “You shall not commit adultery” (Matt. 5:27). Is that 
command to limit or restrict you? No! It is to protect and free you to experience 
love at its human best. What happens if you break the command and commit 
adultery? The love relationship is ruptured between husband and wife. Trust is 
gone. Hurt sets in. Guilt and bitterness creep in. Even the children begin to 
respond differently. Scars may severely limit the future dimensions of love you 
could have experienced together.  
 
God’s commands are designed to guide you to life’s very best.1 

 
God’s jealousy means He is for us. His commands are for our best. 
 
And even though we fail to keep them properly – God calls us to live holy in this life – 
and then ultimately – God will finish the task He began. 
 

 
1 Henry Blackaby and Claude King, Experiencing God (Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 
1994), p. 14. 
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So, what you find in Scripture is every time the people of God move away from God – 
God’s zeal leads Him to show them His glory and then He says – remember I am a 
jealous God – I want the best for you – so find your satisfaction in Me and live. 
 
For example. God gave the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20. 
 
In Exodus 32 Moses sees Israel worshipping the golden calf and smashes the tablets. 
 
Moses fears that God will turn from Israel. 
 
In Exodus 33 Moses says I can’t do this, You have to come with us. God relents and 
says He will. 
 
Moses then says – Please let me see your glory. 
 
In Chapter 34 – Moses cuts the two stone tablets of the Law again. 
 
In verses 5-7 we read: 
 

The LORD came down in a cloud, stood with him there, and proclaimed his 
name, “the LORD.” 
 
The LORD passed in front of him and proclaimed: The LORD—the LORD is a 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in faithful love 
and truth, maintaining faithful love to a thousand generations, forgiving iniquity, 
rebellion, and sin. But he will not leave the guilty unpunished, bringing the 
consequences of the fathers’ iniquity on the children and grandchildren to the 
third and fourth generation. 

 
But then the Lord says – because I love you – you must not fall into those same errors 
– idolatry and the sins of the nations. 
 
I reaffirm My covenant. I will drive out the nations and it will be a wonder. 
 
But you must turn from the nations and their gods and cut down the Asherah poles. 
 
Why? Verse 14: 
 

Because the LORD is jealous for his reputation, you are never to bow down to 
another god. He is a jealous God.  

 
Be jealous for Me and live. 
 
Be divided in your love and it will lead to heartache, dissatisfaction, depression – and 
it will not lead to salvation. 
 
At the end of his life – Joshua was concerned that the people were falling into idolatry. 
God plus idols. He assembled all the leaders and warned them. 
 
Joshua 24:14–15:  
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Fear the LORD and worship him in sincerity and truth. Get rid of the gods your 
ancestors worshiped … and worship the LORD. But if it doesn’t please you to 
worship the LORD, choose for yourselves today: Which will you worship—the 
gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you are living? As for me and my family, we will worship 
the LORD. 

 
The leaders say – We will certainly not abandon the LORD to worship other gods!  
 
Joshua then said this. Verse 19: 
 

You will not be able to worship the LORD, because he is a holy God. He is a 
jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions and sins. 

 
Don’t fool yourself! You can’t worship the Lord and the gods of the nations. He is a 
jealous God. 
 
Try it and He will destroy you. 
 
You can’t serve two masters. 
 
Decide this day who you will serve. 
 
Now, we must not think this idea of jealousy is Old Testament only – it is all over the 
New Testament. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:21–22:  
 

You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot share 
in the Lord’s table and the table of demons. Or are we provoking the Lord to 
jealousy? 

 
You can’t worship demons on Saturday and then God on Sunday – why – because 
our God is a jealous God. 
 
God is jealous for our love and obedience and holiness. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 11:2 Paul says as God’s messenger to them:  
 

I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy, because I have promised you in 
marriage to one husband—to present a pure virgin to Christ.  

 
Paul is doing God’s work when he follows through on the command to have them love 
the Lord only – to love God as a bride loves a husband exclusively. 
 
Listen – you absolutely want a jealous spouse, a jealous friend, a jealous pastor – and 
above all – you want a jealous God. 
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You want those who have your best interests at heart which is driving you to be 
passionate for God. 
 
If God is who He says He is – the only perfect being – and He is – you will find what 
is lacking in worshipping Him. 
 
Look. God is jealous. He will brook no rivals. He will destroy everyone and everything 
that fails to acknowledge His glory. 
 
This divides all humanity into two groups. 
 
Those who have their rebellion and sin removed from His presence by the work of 
Christ at the cross. 
 
And those who will have their rebellion and sin removed from His presence by 
banishment to hell. 
 
Those are the only options – because God is jealous. 
 
Please notice, the good news is that there is an option which involves life through faith 
in Christ. This is the gospel. 
 
And if you are a Christian – more good news – God’s jealousy for us will not leave us 
in our sin. 
 
His zeal means He pursues us through His word, through Christians, through our 
conscience. 
 
And although we fail in this life – the great news is – ultimately He finishes what He 
began. 
 
Christ will not lose even one the Father gave Him. All in Christ will be glorified – 
perfected – made holy. 
 
God’s love will not let us go. 
 
The point to remember is that joining God in His jealousy for His name is where we 
find real joy and satisfaction in this life. 
 
And finally we will love Him perfectly and enjoy Him perfectly. 
 
So, we should urge one another to jealousy. 
 
Husbands – you are to be jealous for your wives. 
 
Wives – you are to be jealous for your husbands. 
 
Pastors – are to be jealous for the sheep. 
 
We are to urge each other to godly jealousy. 
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You should look in the mirror and say to the one you see there – Be jealous! 
 
This is life. 
 
And we remember – where we fail – God does not. 
 
He will finish what He started – He will redeem you – sanctify you – glorify you – and 
make you His precious possession forever – where you will enjoy Him and be satisfied 
in Him forever. 
 
So tonight – when you pray – when you thank God – thank Him that He is a jealous 
God. 
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GOD IS JEALOUS 
(October 24, 2021) 

 
 
Main Point: You absolutely want a God who is jealous for His glory and for those 
who are His 
 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. What is an attribute of God? What is a communicable attribute and an 

incommunicable attribute? 
 
2. What attributes of God do you find yourself thanking Him for most often? 
 
3. What do you think of attributes of God such as wrath and anger? Do you see them 

as good and why? 
 

4. How would you define jealousy? 
 

5. What is the difference between righteous jealousy and unrighteous jealousy? 
 

6. Why would James Montgomery Boice say: 
 

Rightly understood, the idea of jealousy is central to any true concept of God. 
 
7. What does God mean when He says – I am a jealous God? 

 
8. Why is it right that God is jealous for His glory? Why is this not selfish, needy or 

wrong? 
 

9. Why should we be jealous for God’s glory? 
 

10. Why is joining God in His jealousy for His glory a good thing for us? 
 

11. Why is creation the theatre for God’s jealousy for His glory to be displayed? 
 

12. Why is understanding that our satisfaction, joy and meaning comes from being 
passionate for God so crucial to life? 

 
13. In what way is the Law a good thing for us? 

 
14. Why is it self-defeating to try and find meaning in God and something else? 
 
 
 
Application Questions: 
 
1. What stops you from being passionate for God’s glory? 
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2. How can you encourage others to join you in being passionate for God’s glory? 
 
3. What does a jealous husband/wife/parent/friend/pastor look like? 

 
4. How can we use the jealousy of God in witnessing? 

 
5. How can we use to the jealousy of God to help those struggling with assurance? 
 
 
 


