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1 John 3:1-18 

Love is Thicker than Blood, P1 

We are God’s children – so let’s act like it! 

 

Last week we saw John’s tests of fake faith in 2:18-29, and we asked this question: Is your faith fake? 

Because only real faith can give real assurance. 

 

That was a challenging section that forced us to ask some tough questions of ourselves! And today we’ve 

got another very challenging section before us. 

 

This is a passage that at first glance might cause some of us to doubt the reality of our faith in Christ. 

 

But, I believe that once we’ve finished today the very opposite will be true – for those of us who are 

genuine Christians we will walk away with a greater confidence in our salvation than you may have now. 

 

So let’s have a moment’s prayer and then get into it. 

 

[Opening prayer] 

 

If there is one thing I can say with certainty about every person here, it’s this: we are all someone’s child. It 

doesn’t matter if we are young or old, single or married…each one of us is the child of someone. 

 

And being someone’s child, being a part of that person’s family, carries with it certain meaning. A certain 

way of thinking, or acting. A certain set of beliefs, of likes and dislikes. 

 

Each family is unique – we learn that very quickly as kids when we visit our friend’s families, don’t we? 

 

Today, as we start chapter 3, John is going to introduce us to the theme of being part of God’s family, of 

being God’s children. 

 

And he’s going to spend the next significant portion of his letter, down to chapter 4:6, showing us various 

aspects of what it means to be God’s children. 

 

And as much as I can say with confidence that every person here is someone’s child, I cannot say with the 

same confidence that everyone here is God’s child. 

 

Membership of God’s family is not automatic, like membership of our human families is. 

 

I’m sure we’ve all heard the expression, “blood is thicker than water”, a saying that is meant to express the 

strong ties that being in biological family creates. 

 

But entrance into God’s family is not based on our bloodlines…it’s based on his love. 

 

So, I’ve re-written that expression for today’s title: “Love is thicker than blood”. 
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Our big idea for today’s section is this: We are God’s children…so let’s act like it! 

 

What we will see is that it is those of us who are Christians who are called “God’s children”, who are part of 

God’s family, and that carries with it certain responsibilities, but also certain privileges.  

Becoming God’s Children (3:1-3) 

Behaving like God’s Children (3:4-10) 

Loving Like God’s Children (3:11-18) 

Knowing you are God’s Children (3:19-24) 

Listening as God’s Children (4:1-6) 

 

We will cover the first three of those points today. 

 

Becoming God’s Children (3:1-3) 

Let’s read v1: 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And 

that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

 

John starts this section by reminding the people of what they are: they are God’s children! 

 

And he reminds them that they are God’s children because of his love for them, his “great love”! God’s 

love is inexhaustible – it never runs out. It is not conditional on us and our character, or on anything we say 

or do. 

 

This is the love that parents are supposed to have for their children – a love that exists without conditions 

or qualifiers. Sadly, in our fallen world, no parent loves perfectly – there are many, many children who 

receive no love at all from their parents. 

 

But God’s love is not like our love – ours is but a pale imitation of the love our heavenly Father has for his 

children! 

 

It is this love that drove him to plan our rescue, to pursue us even though we ran from him and all that he 

represents. 

 

It is this love that held Jesus to the cross, enduring hours of unimaginable agony…for us!  

 

And this love has purchased for us adoption as sons and daughters of God! See v1 again: 

… that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 

 

I’ve sometimes heard people claiming that all humans are “children of God”, especially since we are all 

made in God’s image. 

 

And there’s a certain amount of common sense to that idea. But it’s not Biblical. 

 

John is writing about those who have trusted in Christ and received God’s love. These are the ones he says 

have become “God’s children”. It’s not a title that can be applied to all humans.  
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In the first chapter of John’s Gospel he makes this even clearer: 
12 But to all who did receive him, he gave them the right to be children of God, to those who 

believe in his name… 

 

Humans are not “children of God” by default – it is a privilege that only those who believe in Christ receive.  

 

We who have bowed our knee, who have accepted his pardon for our sins and trusted in him, we alone 

have the right to the title and privileges of being God’s children. 

 

And what privileges they are! It’s not just a title – it’s access to our heavenly Father! Think about this 

through the analogy of the human family. 

 

I can’t just walk into your house and start raiding your fridge, watching your TV, demanding that you 

provide me with the necessities of life – I’m not your child. 

 

But your kids can do all those things in your home – as your child, they have full access to you and what is 

yours.  

 

And when we become children of God, we get full access to him! We can spend time with him, we can rely 

on him, we can ask him for help and comfort.  

 

I know some of us have not had good fathers, and our relationship with our earthly father tends to colour 

our thinking about our heavenly father as well. 

 

But he is not like our earthly fathers…he’s the perfect Father! He will never lose his temper and snap at us 

for no reason. He will never say he’s too busy for us. He will never get drunk and abuse us.  

 

He will never turn us away, and he will never withhold from us what he knows we need…because he loves 

us with a perfect love!  

 

And this love sets us apart from the rest of the world.  

 

This is why John ends v1 with: 

…The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  

 

Christians will never be fully accepted and understood by the world because the world has a different 

father, a different family – it can’t comprehend what it’s like to be the child of the God of love! 

 

As a teacher, one of the interesting things about parent-teacher night is that I get to meet my students’ 

parents – and so often when I do I go, “a-ha! That explains why little Ben is like that…like father like son!”  

 

Sometimes, to understand the child…you first need to understand the parent! 
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And so it is with us Christians. The world thinks we are strange, sometimes even dangerous. But the reason 

they don’t understand us is because they haven’t met our Father.  

 

Meeting our Father, becoming his children, changes us – as we walk with him, as we respond to his love, 

we begin to look more like his Son, to reflect his character more and more.  

 

See v2, where John tells us about this: 

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But 

we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

 

We become God’s children the moment we accept Christ, and from that moment on we are all a work in 

progress.  

 

What we are is God’s children, but what we will eventually become “has not yet been made known”. 

 

This is a process theologians call “progressive sanctification”, and it means that we progress towards 

holiness, over time.  

 

But, as John says, when we see Christ, when we are physically present with him in heaven, that process 

will be complete, and we will be completely holy. 

 

And I confess I find this a little difficult to understand. 

 

So much of our lives is tainted by sin that it can be difficult to imagine what it will be like to be completely 

free of that taint, to be completely free of sin’s influence over our lives.  

 

We will have no more struggles against unholy desires…no more struggles against pride and self-

centredness…against the things of the world about which John has already warned us in chapter 2. 

 

And we will also be freed from sin’s consequences of sickness and death. 

 

Listen to how the Apostle Paul describes this in 1 Corinthians 15: 
42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead: Sown in corruption, raised in incorruption; 43 sown in 

dishonour, raised in glory; sown in weakness, raised in power; 44 sown a natural body, raised a 

spiritual [holy] body. … And just as we have borne the image of the man of dust [Adam], we will 

also bear the image of the man of heaven [Christ]. (1 Cor. 15:42-44, 49) 

 

At his return, we will be like Christ was in his resurrection body! Imperishable, incorruptible, governed by 

spiritual desires, not fleshly ones. 

 

This is a great hope and encouragement to us!  

 

The struggles we face with our sinful desires and our frail bodies are only temporary. There will come a 

time when we are made like Christ and we struggle no more! 

 



 5 

This amazing transformation will take place when we see him as he truly is – a sight that we cannot ever 

see this side of Christ’s return. 

 

Let’s pause here for just a moment and consider that. Over the first few sermons I’ve asked you to spend 

time considering your sin, and the areas of life with which you struggle. 

 

I think we all feel the constant tug of war that exists within us – the battle to live God’s way and not ours. 

 

Do you feel that, brothers and sisters? The constant, daily, hourly!, fight against your sin? 

 

It is so easy to get discouraged when we lose those battles…but John is showing us here that one day the 

war will be over and we will emerge victorious! 

 

We will be made like Christ – and we will never have to struggle in this way again. 

 

So take heart, the day is coming when the war will be over! But, until that day, we cannot simply give in. 

We can’t take the attitude of, “well, the war is won, what difference do these little battles make?” 

 

No – that’s the wrong attitude to take. 

 

The truth of what we are as God’s children, and it is the hope of what we shall be in Christlikeness that 

must motivate us to push on towards what we should be. 

 

V3: 
3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

 

Our hope is in so much more than just the 80-ish years we might get on this planet. Our hope is grounded 

in the future that Christ purchased for us at the cross – a future of Christlikeness and holiness. 

 

And this hope, John says, should spur us on towards purity, and towards purifying ourselves.  

 

This means our hope empowers us to continue fighting the daily battles against our sin, against the things 

that make us spiritually unclean. 

 

Against the movies and shows we watch that we know we shouldn’t. The music we listen to that does not 

bring honour to God. 

 

Against our behaviours and attitudes that are out of sync with what God has revealed in his Word.  

 

The things we say on social media that would make us ashamed if it was displayed here before the whole 

church. 

 

This is how we should respond to the love of God that adopted us and brought us into his family, that 

made us his children.  
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As we purify ourselves of these things, we outwardly reflect the truth of the internal change that God has 

brought about. 

 

We show that we have “become God’s children” by “behaving like God’s children”.  

 

Behaving like God’s Children (3:4-10) 

How many of you have heard, or said, something like, “That’s not how we do things in this family!”? God’s 

family is no different – as members of his family there are certain things that are expected of us. 

 

Holiness is one of those things. 

 

Let’s read v4: 

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 

 

John’s description of sin is an interesting one – lawlessness.  

 

When we sin, we aren’t just failing to live up to some high standard, we aren’t just not quite getting it 

right.  

 

We are, in fact, breaking God’s laws. 

 

And what needs to be done about that law breaking? V5: 

But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 

 

John reminds us of both the reason for Christ’s appearing and the nature of his life – he came to take away 

our lawless deeds and their consequences, and he did so by living the perfect, holy life.  

 

“…in him is no sin” – that means he never once broke God’s laws – he lived in perfect obedience! 

 

But now he says something that is really hard-hitting and difficult to understand in v6: 

No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or 

known him. 

 

This is a tricky verse, and one we must take time to unpack. At first glance, this statement appears so 

absolute: a Christian does not continue to sin! 

 

But, if that’s what John intends to communicate, how does it square with chapter 2:1: 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

 

So John’s already acknowledged that Christians will sin…so how can he now say we don’t sin? 

 

Let’s try to unpack this carefully. 
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There are some Christian groups who simply take this at a very surface level reading and teach that a 

Christian can reach a level of perfection in this life that means he never sins again.  

 

Some modern Pentecostals I know teach a version of this, and John Wesley taught that we could reach a 

stage of never intentionally sinning again. 

 

Is this what John is saying? 

 

No – I don’t think John can be saying that, because that really would be to contradict what he had already 

said. 

 

Here we need a small lesson in Greek grammar.  

 

The verbs here are both present tense verbs which indicates that these are on-going, continuing, habitual 

actions.  

 

These are things that characterise someone’s life – not things that appear every now and then. 

 

This is why most major translations translate it as “sins continually” or “keeps on sinning” – these phrases 

capture the original force of the terms well. 

 

We have similar things in English.  

 

Compare these two statements: 

 

 I played tennis on Saturday. 

 I play tennis on Saturdays. 

 

We understand the second one communicates an ongoing action – a habitual action. 

 

So what I think John means is this: if we are in the habit of continually living in Christ, remaining in Christ…if 

life in Christ is what characterises us…then we will not be in the habit of continually living in sin.  

 

Sin will not be what characterises our life.   

 

Sin will still be present in our lives – he’s already told us that – but it will not be the thing that defines us! 

 

And this makes his contrast all the more significant – for the one whose life is characterised by sin, the one 

whose life is governed by habitual sinning…this one has not “either seen him or known him”. 

 

He develops this contrast further in v7-8:  

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just 

as he is righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been 

sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 
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Note v7 – John wants to make sure that his people, and us, are not led astray about this.  

 

Did you know that at the 2016 census, 52% of Australians identified as Christian? But how many of their lives 

would be characterised by righteousness as v7 says?  

 

Do 52% of Australians really “remain in Christ”? How many of them are deceived about what it means to be 

a Christian? 

 

Those whose lives are defined by sin, v8, are “of the devil.” Note, again, the contrast. Christians are those 

who “remain in Christ”, but the rest of the world are “of the devil.” Why does he say that? 

 

Because sin, breaking God’s law, is what has characterised the devil from the beginning – that’s what makes 

him the devil, right?  

 

Since his first sin many thousands of years ago, his whole existence is defined by his sin, by his constant 

rebellion against God. 

 

And it’s from him that Jesus came to liberate us! See the end of v8: 

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

 

All the havoc the devil has caused, all the destruction and death, the deception, the lies…Jesus will destroy 

all that. His work has already begun! Billions of people have been freed from their bondage to Satan because 

of Christ’s death and resurrection. 

 

Therefore, v9: 

No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot 

go on sinning, because they have been born of God.  

 

Because Christ has begun to destroy the devil’s work, we can be “born of God”, we can be God’s children! 

And because of that we do not need to “keep on sinning” – we have within us the Holy Spirit who empowers 

us to overcome our sin! 

 

And sin begins to lose its appeal as our character changes. We start to hate our sin. We start to hate the 

things we know God hates, and we start to love the things we know God loves. 

 

This, too, is evidence that we are his children. After all, how many of you love and hate the same things as 

your parents?  

 

You love the same foods and the same sporting teams, for instance. And for those of you who have or will 

marry, you will begin to love and hate the same things that your spouse loves and hates. 

 

This is what being in relationship does – it changes us! And the longer we “remain in Christ” the more we 

change to be like him.  

 

V10: 
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10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone 

who does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and 

sister. 

 

Our behaviour shows us who our parent is. Are we behaving like God’s children…or the devil’s? 

 

So let me ask you: what do you see when you look at your own life?  

 

A passage like this can cause many of us to doubt our salvation – to question whether or not we really are 

God’s child.  

 

So let me take a few moments here to address that issue, and give you a way of making a proper assessment 

of your life. 

 

Our assurance is built on the twin legs of faith and fruit. All the Biblical authors talk about this, although they 

use different examples.  

 

Firstly, we must have put our faith in Christ. That’s the first leg. 

 

But there must also be evidence of that faith – we must live it out in a way that produces fruit. 

 

Let me try to illustrate this by using a farming metaphor – Jesus used a lot of farming metaphors, so I’ll take 

a page out of his book.  

 

Imaging you are on a farm, and you find a tree, but you don’t know what kind of tree it is. Apple? Orange? 

Pear?  

 

One of the easiest ways to tell is watch the tree and see what kind of fruit it grows. 

If it grows apples then you can be assured that it’s an apple tree.  

 

Our Christian lives are the same – we should be growing fruit that makes it clear that we are God’s children.  

 

It’s not enough to just claim faith in Christ, our lives need to show it to be true.  

 

But don’t get stuck in trying to figure out how much fruit. 

 

Jesus said that some will bear fruit thirtyfold, some sixty and some a hundredfold (Matt 13:23) – the amount 

isn’t the important thing. 

 

The existence of the fruit is what counts. 

 

Both of these legs are necessary for us to have the subjective sense that we really are saved. 
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Now, of course, no one lives a perfect life of obedience – only Jesus did that, and only Jesus will ever do that. 

Until we are in heaven we will always be in a constant war between our redeemed spirits and our fallen 

bodies. 

 

So, if we can’t live perfect lives, can we ever have true assurance of our salvation? 

 

The Christian life will always be filled with ups and downs, much like the stock market. And, like the stock 

market, we want to see the line trending upwards as we mature as Christians.  

 

Think about your failures and successes in living as a Christian: in which direction is the line of your life 

trending? Is it trending upwards towards holiness and obedience? 

 

Or is it trending downwards towards sin and disobedience? 

 

When you sin, are you saddened by that sin? Do you look back and recognise that you‘ve failed to live as 

God wanted and feel ashamed of your behaviour?  

 

Do you run back to Christ as your advocate? 

 

If you do, that’s a good sign! That’s a sign that God the Holy Spirit is at work in your life convicting you of sin 

and urging you towards holiness! It is evidence of true Christian fruit being grown in your life and it should 

give you confidence about the truth of your salvation. 

 

But if you don’t even care about your sin then you should not put any confidence in your salvation. 

 

Maybe you raised your hand at school camp, or walked the aisle at an alter call. 

 

Maybe you repeated some words that someone told you would make you a Christian, but if there is no fruit 

to go along with that claim of faith…is your claim real? 

 

Or are they just words you said some time? 

 

Those who walk with a holy God will have evidence that His holiness is at work in their lives. This is an 

unmistakable fact, and John wants to remind us of this. 

 

But, if you are here today and you haven’t been a Christian a very long time, this kind of thing can be hard 

to see because you don’t have a long Christian life behind you to show the comparison. 

 

It becomes easier to see when you’ve been walking with God over a longer period of time. 

 

It’s kind of like looking at a photo of yourself from the recent past – like this one of me from two years ago.  

 

How different do I look? When your comparison is only short, you can’t easily see the difference. 

 

But when the comparison is with a photo from many years ago the changes are very clear!  



 11 

 

A genuine Christian should be able to look back at his or her life five years ago, ten years ago, and see how 

they’ve changed.  

 

To see that by God’s grace they’ve overcome certain sinful desires and temptations. That they no longer 

enjoy the things that they used to, things they know to be breaking God’s law. 

 

But it’s not just that we’ve stopped doing certain things. 

 

We should also have started doing some things more. Taking more joy in the things of God. Enjoying 

spending time in the Bible more than in the past …enjoying the fellowship of other Christians more than 

before.  

 

These are proofs in our lives that we are “remaining in him”.  

 

Can you see any of these things in your life?  

 

Is there some sin with which you once struggled a lot that is no longer such a fight? Not because you’ve given 

up, but because God’s Holy Spirit who lives in all Christians has helped you to overcome that sin? 

 

Do you love the Lord more than you did? Do you enjoy the things of God more than before?  

 

If so, then rejoice! This is the work that Christ has begun in you, and even though his work will continue until 

the day of judgement you can already see that your life is “in him”, as v6 says. 

 

Now: there is a danger in preaching a sermon like this, because there will be people here who are genuine 

Christians who are struggling to find any victory over sin in their lives.  

 

And because of that, you might now be doubting the genuineness of your salvation. And John will talk about 

this in v20, but we won’t get there for two weeks. 

 

For now, if that’s you, you need to remember that it is not your actions that save you – it is Christ’s actions. 

Our salvation is entirely, completely, 100% based on the cross of Christ, not our actions.  

 

And if you’ve put your trust in Christ, then you can reassure yourself that you are his because your continued 

sin does not disqualify you!  

 

Our faith is will never be perfect – nor will the fruit we grow! That’s why, in v3, John told us about the hope 

we have in Christ! 

 

If you have the leg of real faith in the real Jesus then the leg of fruit will grow – it might be just a skinny little 

chicken leg at first, but it will grow.  

 

Look for it this week – look for changes in your life that indicate the fruit of sanctification is slowly growing 

in one area or another. 
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John’s going to show us one area right now that you could start with. 

 

Loving Like God’s Children (3:11-18) 

 

Before we get into the text itself, we need to note the first word of v11: “for”. Whenever a new section of 

your Bible starts with a word like that, we need to make sure we pay attention.  

 

“For” means “because”, so if he’s starting this section with “because” we need to consider what he’s said 

before this verse, or we will misunderstand him. 

 

So, let’s read v10-11 together, ignoring the paragraph break that is in your Bibles: 
10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone 

who does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and 

sister. 11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 

 

V11 is a follow-on from v10 and continues the same thought.  

 

We know that God’s children love their brothers and sisters in Christ “for”, or “because”, this is what Jesus 

and the Apostles taught from the beginning: we should love one another. 

 

But what does this brotherly love look like?  

 

Well, he tells us first what it doesn’t look like. V12: 
12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he 

murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous. 

 

Many of you will remember this story from Genesis 4, where Cain and Abel, both sons of Adam and Eve, 

made offerings to the Lord, but the Lord did not accept Cain’s. And this made Cain angry! 

 

Genesis 4: 

6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you furious? And why do you look despondent? 7 If you do 

what is right, won’t you be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. 

Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 

 

God encouraged Cain to strive for righteousness so that his offering would be acceptable, but also warned 

him – your anger is going to allow sin to enter your life, and you must fight it. 

 

But he doesn’t – he gives in to his anger and murders Abel – the first ever brothers separated by the first 

ever murder. 

 

And John is telling us this as a warning: Cain’s hatred for Abel was motivated by Abel’s righteous 

behaviour, and he’s just told us in the previous verses that Christians are to live righteous lives. 
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So, just like Abel’s righteousness drew the hatred of his unrighteous brother, our righteousness will draw 

the hatred of the unrighteous world around us.  

 

V13: 
13 Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. 

 

Some of you may have already experienced this with your non-Christian family, friends or workmates, and 

if you haven’t, you will one day.  

 

The world is mostly happy for Christians to go to church and read their Bibles, but if they actually start to 

act like Christianity is true, well, that’s going too far! 

 

Just try to live out what Jesus said about sexuality and you will very quickly see exactly how far from the 

Bible’s standards the world has moved!  

 

Our righteous conduct will draw the hatred of the world – but that’s ok! 

 

Because of Christ’s gift to us, we have eternal life as part of God’s family! Who cares if people on the 

internet hate us? Or if people at work or uni persecute us for holding up God’s standards? 

 

We have passed from death to life! See v14: 
14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does 

not love remains in death.  

 

Our love for other Christians is one of the evidences of eternal life, it is fruit that grows in our lives, and an 

absence of that love is evidence that we are still in a state of spiritual death. 

 

And to drive this home, John picks up something Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount in v15: 
15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal 

life residing in him. 

 

Jesus also said that murder begins with anger in our hearts (Matt 5:21-22), and John reminds us of 

something we should all already know: those who have eternal life are not unrepentant murderers! 

 

So let me ask you: what is the state of your heart towards others? Is there hatred there?  

 

Are there some here in this room that you know you don’t love like you should? Someone who has hurt 

you, or let you down in some way? 

 

John is warning us, just as God warned Cain: anger and hatred are gateways through which sin enters our 

lives, and we must be always watchful to make sure they don’t establish a foothold in our hearts! 

 

But how can we get rid of them if they are already there? Hatred born out of hurt is very deep seated and 

difficult to overcome! 
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On a podcast a few years ago, I heard a man talking about this issue. He said there was someone at his 

work that he really hated – he absolutely could not stand even to be in the same room as this other guy. 

 

And God convicted him of this, and he decided to try to change. He said that every time he saw that guy at 

work, he would pray that God would bless him. After all, Jesus did tell us to pray for our enemies! 

 

And you know what happened? 

 

After a while he realised that his feelings had begun to change. His hatred disappeared and he found that 

he really did want the other guy to be blessed and to succeed.  

 

God used his act of obedience and his prayers on behalf of the other guy to remove the hatred from his 

heart. 

 

Is there someone in your life for whom you hold hatred? A parent? A former friend? Another member of 

this church?  

 

 You might think you are punishing them for how they treated you by nursing this hate. “I’ll show them…” 

 

But hate only harms…you – it grows inside like cancer until we become consumed with it.  

 

I saw this in my own grandfather – he carried hatred towards his ex-wife until the moment he died, and it 

just made him angry and bitter. 

 

Don’t let that happen to you!  

 

Take that anger to God and start praying blessing into the life of the one you hate and see if God does for 

you what he did for that man on the podcast. 

 

This kind of love, the love for even our enemies, is the kind of love Jesus showed us.  

 

Look at v16: 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down 

our lives for our brothers and sisters. 

 

Christ’s love towards us, a love that was so great that he willingly and joyfully gave up his life to save 

ours…this is true love.  

 

This is the Christian’s definition of love! And because this is how Christ loved us, it is how we ought to love 

our brothers and sisters. 

 

And just as Christ’s love was a love shown by his actions, so too should our love.  

 

V17: 
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17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 

them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or 

speech but with actions and in truth. 

 

If we see a brother or sister in need and that doesn’t move us to action, does it even make sense to say 

that God’s love is in us?  

 

Did Jesus simply look down from heaven and see us in our need and do nothing? Did he just watch as 

humanity marched relentlessly towards destruction and hell and say, “sucks to be them!”? 

 

No! He did something about it! His love drove him to action! 

 

His love drove him to enter our world. His love drove him to walk our streets, to feel our pains and to 

suffer as we suffer. 

 

His love drove him to give up everything he had for us, for people who didn’t even want him in their lives. 

 

His love was not a love of only “words or speech, but in action and in truth.” And he is our model to follow. 

 

What does this look like in your life? How can you show God’s love to those around you? 

 

How is your love for these, you fellow believers, motivating you to action? 

 

How are you helping out those who are going through a difficult time? Those struggling with sickness or 

injury? 

 

How are you coming alongside them to see how you can help? 

 

Sometimes emotional support is all that’s needed, and a conversation after church is enough. 

 

But at other times, more is needed.  

 

How much of the money you earn is being set aside to help those within the church, either here locally or 

abroad? 

 

I know many of us here are helping to show the love of God by sponsoring a child through Compassion – 

and that’s great. 

 

If you are looking for somewhere to spend your money, an organisation like Compassion is great. 

 

Or consider supporting an organisation like Open Doors which works with persecuted Christians around 

the world.  

 

1 in 8 Christians around the world face intimidation, prison or death just for being Christians, and 

organisations like Open Doors supports them. 
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There are so many ways in which we can show love to our brothers and sisters.  

 

And each of us will do it differently because we are all at different stages of life and all have different gifts 

and skills, different levels of available resources. 

 

But, whether here in this building, or amongst the church globally, we all need to be helping our fellow 

believers, our brothers and sisters, our fellow children of God. 

 

We need to be loving like God’s children should love – in action, and not just in word. 

 

And this shouldn’t feel like a burden. Think about when your own family have needed something – was it 

duty that drove you? Or was it love? 

 

When mum needed help mowing her lawn, I never felt obligated to go around and help her – I was happy 

to help. She’s mum – she’s family! 

 

We who have put our trust in Christ for our salvation have become God’s children. And because of that, we 

are now God’s family!  

 

So let’s act like it!  

 

So, here’s what I want you to do this week. 

 

I want you to make two lists. 

 

The first is to help with your assurance. On this list I want you to write down every victory over sin that you 

can find in your life. 

 

This might be complete victories, where you no longer commit that sin any more at all, or partial victories, 

where you commit it less. 

 

For example, perhaps you’ve struggled with outbursts of anger.  

 

But, through God’s help, you find that the time between outbursts is growing longer. That’s something to 

be encouraged about – you can see victory in that part of your life. 

 

So, I want you to make a list of all those things, and I want you to reflect on it when you get discouraged 

about the sin that remains in your life.  

 

This list will provide you with a comparison, much like the photos of myself I showed you earlier. 

 

The second list is about how you are loving your fellow believers. 
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Start out by listing all the needs you can think of here at GBC Corinda. Health needs, financial needs, 

emotional needs, spiritual needs.  

 

And see what help you can offer these your fellow believers, your brothers and sisters in God’s family. 

 

For some, prayer will be enough. For others, they may need financial help, or meals cooked, or lawns 

mowed. 

 

Family is usually defined by blood relations, but in God’s family love is thicker than blood. 

 

God’s family is held together by love – his love for us, and our love for each other. 

 

All of us who are Christians are part of the same family – God’s family. 

 

And we need to act like it! 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

Closing song: Grace Greater than Our Sin 
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1 John 3:1-18 

Love is Thicker than Blood, P1 

We are God’s children – so let’s act like it! 

 

Becoming God’s Children (3:1-3) 

1. How is it that we have come to be God’s children? (Hint: v1) 

2. Are all humans “children of God? (Hint: John 1:12) 

3. Why doesn’t the world know/understand us? (Hint: v1 again) 

4. How should v2 give you hope? 

5. How are we to live out v3? 

 

Behaving like God’s Children (3:4-10) 

1. What do you think of John’s definition of sin? Is this typically how you think of sin? 

2. How are we to understand v6? Does John mean we will be able to become morally perfect? 

(Hint: see 2:1) 

3. About what is John warning us at the start of v7? 

4. Why can’t we “go on sinning”, as v9 says? 

5. Consider John’s test in v10. How can it offer us assurance of our salvation? What are the 

two legs on which our assurance stands? 

6. How can the analogy of the stock market help us with our assurance? 

7. The longer we spend walking with the Lord the more changes we can see compared to our 

past selves. What changes are there in your life that give you confidence in your salvation? 

 

Loving Like God’s Children (3:11-18) 

1. Why is it important to notice the word “for” at the start of v11? 

2. Why is John bringing up the story of Cain and Able? (Hint: v13) 

3. How is our love for our fellow Christians evidence of our salvation? (Hint: vv14-15) 

4. What does Christian love look like? 

5. Have you done your homework? 

 

 


