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1 John 2:18-29 

Is Your Faith Fake? 

Only Real Faith can give Real Assurance 

 

Good morning, church – it’s great to see everyone here this morning as we delve into a passage of 1 John 

that contains some great warnings for us, but also a great encouragement. 

 

So let’s have a moment’s prayer and then jump right in. 

 

[Opening Prayer] 

 

As we start out today, I’m going to show you two $50 notes…one of these is a counterfeit.  

 

Can you spot which one? Can you even see it from that distance? You have to look really closely to spot the 

flaw. 

 

It’s the bottom one – see how it’s got a feint crease in the middle? Fake money is made from different plastic 

that crumples and creases more easily. 

 

Spotting counterfeit money is quite difficult, and the consequences of accepting it can be serious, especially 

if you are a business owner.  

 

According to the Reserve Bank of Australia, accepting a single fake $100 dollar note will take the average 

small business $2,200 in sales to recoup.1 

 

That’s an amazing amount of work that will need to be done to overcome the damage a business suffers 

from accepting a single fake note. And most people are not equipped to tell the difference. 

 

I spent 4 years working the checkouts at Woolies when I was at uni, where I handled money all the time, but 

I can’t tell a fake from the real deal. 

 

Just being around money isn’t a guarantee that you can tell the fake from the genuine. 

 

And as serious as the consequences can be for a business if they mistake a fake for the real deal, the 

consequences of failing to spot counterfeit Christianity and a counterfeit Jesus can be much more serious – 

it could mean your eternity! 

 

We’ve already seen in our first sermon in this series that real fellowship with God is built on having the real 

Jesus and the real Gospel – a counterfeit Christ just won’t cut it! 

 

And in this last part of chapter 2, John is going to give us another of his tests because he wants to make sure 

his audience understands the difference between true Christianity and counterfeit Christianity. 

 
1 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-22/counterfeiters-make-fewer-better-quality-fakes-says-rba/10928584 
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So, I’ve titled this sermon: Is Your Faith Fake? 

 

And our key idea is that only real faith can give real assurance. 

 

And John gives us three ways of spotting Fake Faith: 

1. Fake Faith Departs (2:18-19) 

2. Fake Faith Denies (2:20-23) 

3. Fake Faith Deceives (2:24-27) 

 

And then he will leave us with a word of encouragement, because: 

4. Real Faith Assures (2:28-29) 

 

So let me ask you, right here at the start: are you sure your faith is real?  

 

Is it possible your faith is fake? That you’ve had the wool pulled over your eyes? That you’ve pulled the wool 

over your own eyes, or the eyes of your loved ones? 

 

John wants us to be sure that we have a real faith in the real Jesus and thus have real fellowship with God. 

 

Remember his reason for writing, from chapter 5:13: 

 Believe in the Son of God and know you have eternal life.  

 

We can know that we have eternal life, but in order to do so we need a real faith in the real Son of God. 

 

These tests are designed to make sure that his people truly are walking with this God. 

 

Fake Faith Departs: 

So, let’s read v18: 
18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now 

many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour.  

 

Now, I know that a lot of people love talking about the end times and trying to figure out all the details, and 

as soon as I read the word “antichrist” and “the last hour” some of you got really exited! 

 

But we aren’t going in that direction today! 

 

Suffice it to say, the end times started with Jesus and they will end when he returns in judgement – this is 

why John says that “it is the last hour” – he understood that the church age is the last age before the end of 

history. 

 

The author of Hebrews makes a similar comment: 
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2 In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son. (Heb. 1:2) 

 

So we’ve been in the last days or last hour since Jesus. 

 

And at the end of this age there will be one called the antichrist, but before he gets here there are many 

who can be called ‘antichrists’ because they lead people away from Christ, just as the antichrist will one day 

do. 

 

John says that the presence of these antichrists is “how we know it is the last hour”. 

 

And we don’t know much about who these antichrists were, but at some point, they must have left the 

church because of v19: 
19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they 

would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 

 

John is reminding his congregation that their leaving is a sign that they weren’t genuine Christians to begin 

with. Their faith was fake, and this is evidenced by their departure. 

 

See the end of v19 again: 

… their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 

 

We don’t know exactly what caused these people to leave, but their departure shows that they weren’t truly 

Christ’s. 

 

There are a lot of places in the Bible where one of the signs of the true Christian is persevering till the end. 

Let me just give you two examples. 

 

Speaking about the persecution that Christians will face, Jesus says, “But the one who endures to the end 

will be saved” (Matt 24:13). 

 

And in Hebrews 3:14 we read, “For we have become participants in Christ if we hold firmly until the end the 

reality that we had at the start.” 

 

These “antichrists” failed the test of perseverance, and their departure should make all of us who claim to 

be Christians sit up and take notice! 

 

These fake Christians had most likely professed faith at one point: that’s why they were part of the church 

to begin with.  

 

But their profession of faith was not genuine possession of faith – it was just words. 

 

So let me ask you again: is your faith fake?  

 

Is your faith merely a profession, a statement of words? Or do you truly possess faith in Christ?  
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How can we be sure that our profession of faith is genuine? How can we make sure that ours is not a fake 

faith that will one day lead us to depart? 

 

John’s already given us one way of knowing that we looked at last week: look back at v3: 

3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Whoever says, “I know 

him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if 

anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is how we know we are in 

him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. (1 John 2:3-6) 

 

The fruit of obedience is an indication that our faith is genuine – and we will have an opportunity to delve 

into this in a lot more detail after Christmas.  

 

We all struggle with obedience – but what’s your attitude towards obedience? Is obedience something that 

you desire?  

 

How does your heart respond when you hear John say we must “keep his commands”? Remember what 

John said in chapter 1:4:  

We write this to make our joy complete. 

 

Obedience to God should bring us joy – we should delight in following his ways! If pleasing God with your 

actions is something that you truly desire to do, then take heart that your faith is genuine.  

 

And as you continue to walk with God you will walk more in obedience as the Holy Spirit helps us day by day, 

and through his strength we can “remain in him” as v6 says. 

 

Fake faith leads to departure from the things of God, but fake faith also leads to denying the true things of 

God, and that’s where John turns next.  

 

Fake Faith Denies: 

Let’s read v20: 
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I do not write to you 
because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the 
truth. 

 

Now, before we go any further, let’s address the “anointing from the Holy One” in v20. I know some of us 

come from church backgrounds where the phrase “anointing” has a certain kind of meaning.  

 

 

It’s often associated with an individual’s claims to be “anointed” by God for some task or other, like a healing 

ministry, or some way of getting guidance from God about who you should marry or what job you should 

have. 
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This is not what John means – it can’t be. Why? Because he is addressing the whole church here – he says 

everyone to whom he is writing has this anointing, so it cannot be some specific, individual thing.  

 

It has to be something that all Christians have by virtue of being Christian. 

 

Some commentators think that he’s referring to their initial reception of the Gospel, how as a group they’ve 

been “anointed” or “covered” by the truth of the Gospel – and that’s possible. 

 

Many, however, take it as a reference to the fact that when our faith is placed in the one true and living God, 

he gives us the Holy Spirit. We are “anointed” in that the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us and set us 

apart for God’s holy work. 

 

These are both valid options, and whichever is the correct interpretation, one thing is certainly clear: the 

contrast between those who have the anointing and those who don’t, which I think is really John’s point. 

 

The antichrists are those who do not have the truth – they lie (we will see that in v22), but the ones to whom 

John is writing “know the truth”. 

 

The outcome of the anointing is to know the true Jesus, the Christ, and the truth about him – and we will 

see this again when we get to v27.  

 

And this isn’t just knowledge about the truth of Christ: he says we can know the truth – we can experience 

it, come into a relationship with the one who is truth.  

 

Without this anointing from the Holy Spirit, we couldn’t actually know the truth, and we would continue to 

walk in error, just as those who departed from the church had done. 

 

Those who deny the truths about Jesus are by definition anti-Christ and are liars. 

 

V22: 
22 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying 
the Father and the Son.  

 

Note the end of v22 – denying Christ isn’t just denying Jesus who is the Son. It’s also denying God the Father! 

 

He emphasises this again in v23: 
23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

 

The only access to God the Father is through confessing belief and trust in God the Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

And this is not a popular claim to make these days! In fact, this claim is rejected by most people, sadly even 

a lot of those who claim to be Christians don’t accept the exclusivity of Christ. 
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A far more popular belief these days is that all religions are basically worshipping the same God, just under 

different names.  

 

This is part of a system called religious pluralism, and it’s the idea that there is not just one way to access 

God, there are a plurality of ways, and all ways need to be tolerated as being correct. 

 

People will often say that Christians, Muslims, Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses all are worshipping the 

same God and are therefore all going to heaven. Have you heard people make that claim? 

 

But John here says that’s not correct – if you reject the truth about Jesus, then you reject God himself!  

 

And Jesus said the same thing about himself – he frequently told people that they had to believe in him to 

access heaven. 

 

John 10: “7 Jesus said again, ‘Truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before 

me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep didn’t listen to them. 9 I am the gate. If anyone enters 

by me, he will be saved…’”  

 

John 14: “6 Jesus told him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 7 If you know me, you will also know my Father. From now on you do know 

him and have seen him.’” 

 

Jesus was clearly not a pluralist! And there are a lot of groups who lay claim to Jesus and who include him 

in their claims about how to get to heaven. 

 

But who is the Jesus they claim and proclaim? 

 

Is he the Jesus of the Bible? Can he really save them? Can he be their gate into heaven? 

 

Let’s take a brief excurses and see what three other, fairly common religions say about Jesus. 

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 

You may have had the JWs come knocking at your door, and they talk about Jesus the same way we do.  

 

Son of God, Messiah, we must put our trust in him, etc. 

 

But do they have the same Jesus? 

 

Like our two $50 notes, you need to look closely to spot the fake! 

 

I did some research on jw.org, the official Jehovah’s Witness website about who and what Jesus is on their 

view. As we look at these, ask yourself: is this the Jesus I know from the Bible? 
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According to JW theology, Jesus was the first thing God made. 

 

He was God’s first creation, and that makes Jesus merely a god, created by the Almighty God. 

 

And, using questionable historical sources, they claim that John 1:1, a well-known verse about Christ’s real 

deity should not be translated as our Bibles have it: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1) 

 

But should instead read like this: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god. 

 

Does that sound like the Jesus you meet on the pages of your Bible? 

 

In Isaiah 43:10, Yahweh says: 

No god was formed before me, 

and there will be none after me. 

 

So how can Jesus be a god when there are no other God’s besides the one? 

 

Not to mention Jesus himself claiming to be God when, in John 8:58 Jesus said,  

“Truly I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.” 

 

This is exactly how God revealed himself to Moses in the burning bush – it is a direct claim to be God. And 

the Jews who heard Jesus say this understood that, because they tried to stone him to death! 

 

The Jesus of the Jehovah’s Witnesses is not the Jesus of the Bible…he’s a fake!  

 

And if you don’t have the real Jesus, you also don’t have the Father. 

 

What about the Mormons – or the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, as they prefer to be called? 

 

What do they teach about Jesus? Well, annoyingly, their official website is pretty sparce when it comes to 

the actual details, so I’ve had to draw from an article that quotes the book LDS Beliefs – a Doctrinal 

Reference.  

 

This is published by Deseret Press, which is the official printing company for the church, so we should have 

pretty good confidence in the reliability of this statement. 

 

I’ll just show you one quote about the nature of God – that will allow you to see the differences clearly 

enough: 

 The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s.... These three [Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit] are separate and distinct personages and beings (p263). 
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I think it’s pretty clear from that quote that the Jesus of the LDS church is just one god among three – and 

that’s just the three who rule earth. In LDS theology, each planet has its own gods – so there are hundreds, 

if not thousands, of gods in their view. 

 

This is not the same Jesus we see revealed in the pages of the Bible! 

 

And if you don’t have the real Jesus, you also don’t have the Father. 

 

Islam: 

It won’t take you long in a conversation with a Muslim to hear them talking about Jesus – and talking of 

him very respectfully!  

 

Jesus is mentioned 34 times in the Qur’an, and these verses teach that: 

• Jesus was born of the virgin Mary 

• He is the Messiah 

• He went physically to heaven and will return one day as the judge of the earth.  

 

The Qur’an even teaches that Muslims worship the same God as Christians and Jews. 

 

That all sounds pretty genuine! 

 

But! They deny that Jesus is God – Muslims believe that Jesus was just a normal human like the rest of us, 

and was just a prophet of God, like Moses or Isaiah: 

 

So, they have a lot of respect for Jesus, but only as a man, not as God.  

 

They also teach that worshipping Jesus is an unforgiveable sin called shirk and that those who worship him 

will go to hell when they die. 

 

They also deny that Jesus was crucified and raised from the dead. 

 

So, like the JWs and Mormons, Muslims deny the Jesus of the Bible. Their Jesus is another fake! 

 

And despite their claim to worship the same God as us, since they have denied the Jesus of the Bible, they 

have also lost access to the Father. 

 

It really is this simple: you either accept what the Bible says about who and what Jesus is, or you aren’t 

worshipping the true God. 

 

Let’s go back to v22: 
22 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying 
the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son 
has the Father also. 
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Lots of Muslims, Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses are really nice people and do a lot of good deeds. There 

might be a lot of good fruit in their lives. 

 

But if the object of their faith, if the object of your faith, is not the real God of the Bible as revealed in and 

through the real Jesus Christ of the Bible…then you have nothing. 

 

All the good deeds in the world are not going to be enough when you stand before God on judgement day! 

 

So, in verses 22-23, John has identified the liars who were amongst them, the ‘antichrists’, who denied that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Lord and Messiah. 

 

And in v24 he transitions from talking about those who left the church to talking about those who have 

remained, those to whom he is writing this letter.  

 

And he wants them be sure of something that we should also check about ourselves: are we deceived 

about Christ? Do we really believe all that the Scriptures teach about him? 

 

We need to understand that Fake Faith Deceives – and we must ensure that we aren’t deceived into 

believing a false, fake, counterfeit Christ. 

 

V24: 

24 As for you, see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also 
will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he promised us—eternal life. 

 

John reminds them that, in contrast to those who have Departed and Denied, they are to ensure they hold 

fast to what they have been taught “from the beginning”, just as he reminded them in chapter 1.  

 

And he reminds them of the importance of this by that word “if” – pay attention to these little words when 

reading your Bible. They really help our understanding.  

 

If they hold to the original teachings of Christ and his Apostles, then they will remain connected to both 

the Son and the Father and will received the promised eternal life. 

 

But! To abandon these teachings is to follow in the way of those whose faith is fake and will ultimately lead 

to their Departure and Denial of Christ.  

 

V26: 
26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 

 

He is warning them: don’t follow those fake Christians!  

 

They are trying to lead you astray – Fake Faith Deceives! 
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Jesus also very clearly warned about this. 

 

In Mark 13, for example, Jesus warned his disciples that false teachers would be a common element of these 

end times and we must be on our guard against them: 

 

 
5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I 

am he,’ and will deceive many. 

 
21 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe 

it. 22 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive, if 

possible, even the elect. 23 So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. (Mark 13: 

5-6, 21-23) 

 

We must always be on our guard against those whose message about Christ is deceptive. 

 

And John tells us how we can do that in v27, but what he says is a bit difficult to understand: 
27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to 
teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not 
counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him. 

 

What does he mean when he says “you do not need anyone to teach you”? Isn’t this whole letter an 

example of John teaching them? And aren’t all the letters of the Apostles them teaching us about Christ? 

 

Well, what John can’t mean is that we have no need of human teachers in general – that would be to flatly 

contradict many other parts of Scripture. 

 

For example, 1 Corinthians 12:28 says that, in the giving out of spiritual gifts, God has “appointed some as 

teachers”.  

 

And the qualifications for Elders in both 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 is that they are able to teach. So that’s 

definitely not what he means. 

 

So, what does he mean? As always, the context of John’s letter will help us understand what he means.  

 

Remember the Gnostics, those who claimed to have secret knowledge of God?  

 

John warned the church in chapter 1:1 that they are to cling to that which they had been taught “from the 

beginning” – the same thing he had just said in v24 of our section today.  

 

So here’s what I think John means. 
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These false teachers are claiming to have special, secret knowledge of God, and it is with those claims that 

they seek to deceive the people.  

 

But John is saying: you already have the authentic Gospel, preached from the very beginning and you don’t 

need these people to teach you special, secret things.  

 

Christians already have the Holy Spirit – the “anointing” he references four times in this small section. 

Remember, the outcome of this “anointing” is that we know the truth about Christ.  

 

The Holy Spirit, and the authentic teachings of Christ and his Apostles, what for us is the complete Bible, 

are enough to teach you what you need to know about God. 

 

You don’t need “teachers” with special, secret knowledge of God. 

 

As a Christian, you have the Holy Spirit, and he illuminates the Bible to us so that we can understand it. The 

Holy Spirit is our teacher and helps us to discern truth from error – this is what John is talking about. 

 

Many people throughout history have claimed to speak for God, to hear from him outside of what he has 

chosen to reveal in his Word. People like Joseph Smith, who started the Mormon church. Or Mohammed 

who started Islam.  

 

John is saying that the church does not need new teachers and new teachings – they have the Holy Spirit 

and the Scriptures, and therefore they have what they need! 

 

See the end of v27 again: 

But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just 
as it has taught you, remain in him. 

 

The anointing of the Holy Spirit is the sign of genuine faith – not counterfeit, fake faith.  

 

And John is encouraging his people, and us 2,000 years later, to rely on him and what he teaches through 

his Word.  

 

We are not to chase after new teachings that might appear exciting and wonderful in the moment – we are 

to stick with what God has said in his word about himself. 

 

Now, at this point, some people might chime in with, “But, Dave - you can’t put God in a box!”  

 

But I think God put himself in a box – a box the shape of the Bible! 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote this to his disciple, Timothy:  
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for 

training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 

work. (2 Tim. 3) 
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Also 2 Peter 1:3: 

3 His divine power has given us everything required for life and godliness through the 

knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 

 

Paul and Peter understood that what we need as servants of God is the Scripture that God has ordained 

and preserved for us over the centuries – it is the only trustworthy source of knowledge about God in the 

whole world! 

 

It will make us “complete, equipped for every good work.” 

 

And we need to be very careful of people who try to diminish the significance of the Bible. 

 

The three groups I mentioned earlier, the Muslims, Mormons and JWs, all speak highly of the Bible…but 

they add to it.  

 

The Muslims have the Qur’an, the Mormons The Book of Mormon, The Pearl of Great Price and The 

Doctrines and Covenants. And the JW have the Watchtower Society, telling them how to interpret the text. 

 

In all three cases, the bible is spoken of highly, but relegated to the back seat as another authority takes 

pride of place. 

 

And believe it or not, there are even some parts of the Christian church that effectively do the same by 

emphasising other more subjective experiences over the sure and steady word of God. 

 

For example, there is a whole movement called the New Apostolic Reformation – churches that believe 

there are new apostles being appointed for us today, new men and women who can speak authoritatively 

for God. 

 

And, inevitably, when you believe that, people will prize the new words of “fresh revelation” over that 

which is “from the beginning”. 

 

Bethel Church in California is part of this movement, and Bill Johnson who is their lead pastor, criticises 

those who rely too much on the objective Scripture against subjective impressions of the Spirit when he 

says that the Trinity, “[is] not ‘Father, Son and Holy Bible’!”2  

 

He says, how can we live like the early church in the opening chapters of Acts if we rely too much on a 

book that wasn’t even written then! 

 

He thinks that those who emphasise the importance of the Scriptures belittle the importance of the Holy 

Spirit – but that’s not even close to true! 

 

 
2 Bill Johnson, Walking in the Supernatural: Another Cup of Spiritual Java, https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/43395.Bill_Johnson?page=4 
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We need the Holy Spirit to help us understand the Scriptures – this is why John has repeatedly referred to 

the anointing that Christians have!  

 

But! Look at the emphasis that John has already put on the established teachings in just the first two 

chapters of this little book: 

• That which was from the beginning (1:1) 

• We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard (1:3) 

• This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you (1:5) 

• Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the 

beginning (2:7) 

• I write to you, young men, because…the word of God lives in you (2:14) 

 

John is clearly not expecting a new series of teachings to arise – he expects his people to live by the 

established truth that Christ and his Apostles taught. 

 

And if we do that, we can trust that the genuine anointing of the Holy Spirit will illuminate the truth of the 

Scriptures to us and we will be “complete, equipped for every good work”.  

 

Do not allow those who claim to have secret knowledge of God deceive you! 

 

Real Faith Assures: 

John finishes this section with one final encouragement to his people in v28: 
28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and 

unashamed before him at his coming. 

 

John says that we need to “remain in Christ”. Stick with him and what he has taught you, and if you do that 

you can “be confident and unashamed before him at his coming”. 

 

If those who have followed these new teachings have departed, and shown that they were never really 

God’s, then those who continue in him will show the opposite. 

 

When Jesus appears on the day of judgement, they will be able to stand before him with confidence, 

assured of the genuineness of their faith. 

 

Those who stick with Christ will be able to face him without shame because they have remained faithful to 

him and his word! 

 

And, once again, John reminds us of the need to be obedient to God’s will when he writes in v29: 
29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of 

him. 
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If we know that God is righteous, and all true Christians do know that, then we will be able to tell who 

really has been “born of him” by their actions. 

 

The actions of those with a fake faith show that they have not been “born of him”, that is, they aren’t true 

Christians, because they have not done “what is right”. 

 

Their Fake Faith has been revealed by their Departure, their Denial and their Deceit.  

 

So, let me ask you: what does your faith reveal about you? Will your faith lead you one day to depart? Or is 

yours a faith that will endure? 

 

The only way it can is if it is anchored to the unchanging Word of God. 

 

Is your faith a faith that denies the essential truths about Jesus? Or does your faith uphold the truth about 

Jesus as Christ? As Lord and Messiah? As God? 

 

The only way it can is if it is anchored to the unchanging Word of God! 

 

Is your faith a faith that can withstand the deceitful winds of new and exciting teachings that frequently 

blow through the church? 

 

The only way it can is if it is anchored to the unchanging Word of God! 

 

Is yours a faith that can give you real assurance of your salvation? 

 

The only way it can is if it is anchored to the unchanging Word of God! 

 

So, here’s what I want you to do this week. 

 

In this section John tells us of the importance of remaining in Christ, in v24 and v28. 

 
24 As for you, see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also 

will remain in the Son and in the Father.  

 
28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and 

unashamed before him at his coming. 

 

And he tells us how to do that – what we “have heard from the beginning is to remain in you” (v24). 

 

So, our remaining in God is based on God’s word remaining in us – his word is our anchor that prevents us 

from departing, that keeps us from denying who Jesus is and protects us from being deceived. 

 

What I want you to do this week is something of a checklist of how God’s word is remaining in you. 
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I want you to make a list of all the things the Scriptures teach that you about Jesus that you find difficult to 

accept. 

 

Do you find it hard to accept his claims to be true God? Eternal God? Creator God? 

 

Do you find it difficult to accept his sinless, perfect life, a life lived in complete obedience to the Father? 

 

Do you find it hard to accept his demand that you obey, that you follow in his footsteps? 

 

Do you struggle to accept that he might call you to a life of difficulty, of suffering for his sake, rather than 

one of easy and wealth? 

 

Perhaps infant Jesus, meek and mild in a cradle is easy for you – but warrior Jesus, returning in violence at 

the head of heaven’s armies to wage war against evil is just too much! 

 

For me, one of the most difficult things to accept is the exclusivity of Christ.  

 

Thinking about Christ as the only way – and thinking of my family and friends who have died without him 

and now face the eternality of hell – troubles me and my sense of fairness and justice. 

 

 

I don’t know what it will be for you, but I think all of us struggle to accept some part of who or what Jesus 

is. Identify what that is, and write it down. That’s step one. 

 

Step two is to now go and find all the relevant parts of the New Testament that speak to that issue and 

compile them together into one place, one document.  

 

You can add the Old Testament if you want, but start with the New. If you don’t know how to do that, how 

to find the relevant verses in your Bible, some and talk to me or one of the Elders and we can point you in 

the right direction. 

 

And step three is to spend time prayerfully reading over these passages, asking the Holy Spirit who lives 

within you to illuminate them, to help you understand them properly, and to accept them. 

 

We will not be able to remain in Christ if he does not remain in us – and we meet him in the pages of his 

word.  

 

Many of us will know of someone who refused to accept some part of Jesus, and that refusal opened a 

wedge in their faith that eventually drove them completely from God. 

 

One of the biggest reasons people depart from the church is because they have begun to deny some part 

of the Bible’s teachings and have become deceived by either the voices of the world around them, or the 

rebellion of their own hearts. 
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Take your struggles to God – he can handle it! He can handle your questions, your concerns, your 

difficulties.  

 

Submit them to him and to the anointing of the Holy Spirit which you have as a Christian, and ask that he 

shape and change you so that “what was from the beginning remains in you”…so that you can “remain in 

him”. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

[Closing prayer] 

 

Well, we’ve heard a lot today about the importance of sticking with Christ, the Christ revealed through the 

pages of Scripture, and there could be no better closing song for us than How Firm a Foundation. 

 

Would you please stand with me as we sing? 
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1 John 2:18-29 

Is Your Faith Fake? 

Only Real Faith can give Real Assurance 

 

1. Fake Faith Departs (2:18-19) 

a. What is an “antichrist” according to this section? 

b. What test does John give that demonstrates the departed had fake faith? (Hint: v19…) 

c. Can you find any Bible verses that speak of perseverance and its importance? 

2. Fake Faith Denies (2:20-23) 

a. What does John mean in v20 where he says we have “an anointing from the Holy One”? 

b. How are the “anointed” ones contrasted to those without the anointing? 

c. What are these Fake Faithers denying? 

d. Do Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons or Muslims have the same Jesus as the Bible? What’s the 

difference? 

3. Fake Faith Deceives (2:24-27) 

a. What is the importance of the “if” statement in v24? 

b. V27 says that we don’t need anyone to teach us. What does that mean? (Hint: remember the 

Gnostics from our first sermon?) 

c. What role does the Bible play in us avoiding the deception of Fake Faithers? 

4. Real Faith Assures (2:28-29) 

a. How can we be “confident and unashamed” before Jesus when he returns? 

b. How can you know if you have real faith in the real Jesus? 

c. Have you done your homework? 

 


