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The Terrific Tongue: WMD and WMB 

James 3:1-12 

6 March 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  How do we use our tongues well? 

Big Idea:  The mature tame their heart to tame their tongue. 

Opening Prayer 

God Almighty, Your Word is truth.  Please help us to stay on the path of purity by living 

according to your word.  May these words from my mouth and the meditations of all our 

hearts be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, our Rock and our Redeemer.  Amen. 

Introduction 

This week we saw the importance of clear messages and the confusion that comes from 

mixed messages. 

On Thursday, Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk issued an urgent request on her Facebook 

page. 

It advised all parents in Southeast Queensland to pick up their kids up early from school, if it 

was safe to do so. 

More flooding and storms were expected and they wanted to keep everyone safe. 

 

Twelve minutes later, the message was deleted and replaced with one saying that this only 

applied to areas north of Moreton Bay to Bundaberg. 

But it was too late, the damage was already done. 

Some schools had already started contacting parents, asking them to collect their children 

early. 

Chaos reigned as parents were left confused about what advice to follow. 

A single misplaced word from a leader can have a huge impact. 

 

That’s because words are powerful. 

They can be used for great good or they can be the cause of great destruction. 

Words can be terrific or terrifying, depending on how, when and why they’re deployed. 

Our tongues can produce WMDs or WMBs: words of mass destruction or words of mass 

blessing. 
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Outline 

We’re looking at the letter from James in the New Testament on Sunday mornings. 

This book is full of wisdom for living our faith in a fallen world. 

It’s a practical book that teaches us how to grow up and have a mature faith. 

 

Last week, we saw that faith without works is dead. 

Our works don’t earn us any merit to enable us to become a Christian. 

But as a Christian, our faith will show itself in action. 

James goes as far as to say that a faith that doesn’t produce works isn’t a saving faith. 

 

This week, we’ll see that faith without control over our words isn’t just dead, it’s dangerous. 

James leaves us in no doubt that words are important. 

It’s one of the major themes that he keeps coming back to. 

Our words indicate whether our religion is good and true or a second-rate counterfeit. 

At the end of chapter one, he told us that anyone who doesn’t bridle their tongue has 

worthless religion. 

James 1:26 NIV11  26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep 

a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.  

 

The big idea of this section is the mature tame their heart to tame their tongue. 

• Beware: Handle with care (vv1-5a)  

• An immature tongue burns (vv5b-8) 

• A mature tongue blesses (vv9-12) 

Beware: Handle with care (vv1-5a) 

Firstly, our tongue is an important organ that has great power. 

So beware, it needs to be handled with care. 

 

James starts this passage about words with a warning to teachers. 

“Beware…” says the guy writing the book and it’s echoed by the bloke who’s giving the 

sermon. 

Teaching is one of the gifts mentioned in the Bible.1 

Teachers have the job of expounding the truth of the gospel in the church. 
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It’s not about having the gift of the gab and giving a smooth presentation, but faithfully 

passing on the truths of the gospel to reliable people who are qualified to teach others.2 

 

You might be aware of the recent podcast series, The Rise and Fall of Mars Hill, about the 

megachurch in Seattle that was formerly led by Mark Driscoll. 

As the series unfolded, they kept asking how someone like Mark Driscoll was allowed to get 

away with what he did. 

It was implied that a number of things were to blame, in particular his doctrine in some 

specific areas. 

However, what it revealed to me is that there’s a strong desire for Christians to platform 

people with style over substance. 

Charisma is frequently considered more important than faithfulness, performance matters 

more than truth. 

And in Driscoll’s case, nothing he’s done in the past seems to have stopped him starting to 

pastor another church. 

 

It’s not clear exactly why James focuses on teachers in these verses because he doesn’t 

actually tell us. 

It would make sense that it’s because of the important role that teachers have. 

It also makes sense that he focuses on teachers because they use so many words and so 

are more prone to sinning with their tongue than a sailor. 

I’m not even certain that he’s only talking to teachers in the church, although they’re the 

probably the primary focus. 

I know that there are school teachers who constantly fighting against their love of their own 

voice. 

And I suspect that it’s also equally a warning to anyone who uses lots of words, whether 

that’s someone who writes for a living or spends all day on the phone in a call centre. 

Anyone who uses lots of words really. 

 

What James does make really clear is that teachers are accountable to God for the words 

we use. 

We’re not free to just say whatever we want without consequence. 

James clearly considers himself to be a teacher because he says that WE will receive 

greater judgment, verse one. 

God will hold every Christian to account and Christian leaders aren’t above the law or 

untouchable in God’s court. 

James isn’t necessarily saying that they’ll be held to a higher standard – stricter judgement – 

but that our role gives us greater exposure. 
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With that greater exposure from using more words comes more responsibility. 

If you don’t believe James, listen to what Jesus said: 

Matthew 12:36–37 NIV11  36 But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on 

the day of judgment for every empty word they have spoken. 37 For by your words 

you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

 

Teaching is something I try to take seriously. 

I try to work hard at being faithful, accurate and fair in what I say, especially in a sermon. 

That takes time, thought, preparation and most importantly, prayer – though never as much 

as I’d like. 

 

Honestly, this verse is the reason that when we started doing sermon videos, my preference 

was to have them behind a password on our website. 

It might change in the future, but I don’t particularly want videos of my sermons watched 

around the world. 

The more you put yourself out there, the more you can potentially bless people, but also the 

more you can potentially damage people. 

I’m not interested in building a platform and it only increases the level of responsibility for my 

errors. 

That said, if you think a sermon will help someone, then please feel free to pass the 

password onto them to watch. 

 

It’s so easy to sin when you’re preaching, even unintentionally. 

I don’t really need to tell yous because you hear me enough to know that I do sometimes say 

goofy things or things that are wrong. 

I don’t set out to do it, but some weird stuff can come out, especially when I’m ad-libbing. 

That’s one of the reasons that I write stuff down is so that I don’t say everything that comes 

to mind. 

I’d prefer to preach from notes because it’s a lot easier and less time consuming, but writing 

out a full manuscript forces me to control the content more carefully. 

It saves you from some of the unworthy stuff that fortunately remains on the cutting floor. 

There’s times when I know that there’s something I could say, which I may even know is 

right, but I also know that I don’t have the right heart behind it and so I wouldn’t be saying it 

in love. 

 

You might be thinking that you’re off the hook because you’re not a teacher in the church, so 

this doesn’t apply to you. 
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But he’s not even talking directly to teachers, he’s talking to people who want to BECOME 

teachers. 

Being a teacher was considered prestigious role in the ancient world. 

Teachers were highly regarded and so perhaps James knew there would be many people in 

churches who wanted the status. 

Especially if they’d moved from being somebodies in Jerusalem to being nobodies in their 

churches. 

He wants them to know what they’re getting into. 

 

When we read “not many” though, we often hear it as “none”, but that’s not what he says. 

He’s saying that it’s an important role for some, but only a few. 

My assessment is that in our context, our problem is that we don’t have ENOUGH men who 

are willing to do it. 

We need people who are willing to take on the responsibility of teaching, not flippantly, but 

knowing the seriousness of the extra exposure to judgment it brings. 

A number of our members, when they’ve preached for us over the years, have remarked 

about the weight of responsibility they’re felt because our words matter. 

We need people to give up the dream of being a doctor or dentist or lawyer and nice 

comfortable middle-class lifestyle that comes with it to take that burden on week after week 

after week, so that God’s people can be fed. 

 

It’s not prestigious and it’s not easy.  It’s full of danger. 

I like James because he’s a realist and he’s honest that sooner or later you will do damage 

with something you say. 

Our words can easily cause mass destruction. 

One thing I struggle with in this role is that the more I open my mouth, the more that I know 

I’m going to say that’s wrong. 

That’s why I think James gives us a really helpful perspective in verse two. 

 

We all stumble in many different ways. 

In fact, if we think we don’t then we deny what the Bible clearly teaches us: that we’re all 

sinners. 

None of us is as righteous as we think we are, let alone as righteous as God calls us to be. 

I am a sinner. 

A sinner now saved by grace, but not fully mature. 

Which means that there are going to be times when even the best of us will stumble with our 

words.  Guaranteed. 
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We all need to think carefully about the words we use. 

If you’re someone who doesn’t really think that carefully about what you say, then this verse 

is telling you to grow up. 

Beware of the words that you use and use them with care. 

You can help or you can hinder whenever you open your mouth. 

 

How we use our words is something of a measure of our godliness. 

The tongue is the last frontier, the hardest part of our bodies to control. 

If you’re able to keep your tongue bridled, then you can probably bridle your whole body. 

If you can control your tongue, you can control every other part of you as well. 

Or to put it as James does, “Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is mature.” 

A controlled tongue is a sign of Christian maturity. 

 

James is setting an impossibly high standard here… and he knows it. 

Which isn’t entirely surprising after you’ve seen the way Jesus gave some of the ten 

commandments their maximum application. 

Maturity is having your tongue under control. 

We’re never going to reach that level on this side of heaven and we’re certainly not going to 

be able to manage it without God’s help. 

But I don’t think James wants us to just give up either. 

We constantly keep working towards that goal of getting our tongues under control with the 

help of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Did you know that you can actually take your words too seriously? 

There are some people who are such perfectionists, that they’re paralysed by the fear of 

saying something wrong. 

And so they keep their mouths shut, listen and don’t really ever say anything. 

This verse should be an encouragement to you because you WILL get things wrong if you’re 

not perfect. 

And that’s true of everyone because none of us are perfect. 

That simply means we should take our words seriously rather than not speaking at all. 

 

We need to be careful of our tongues and try to control them. 
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Even though it’s small, it needs to be handled with care because though it’s a small muscle, 

it has a massive impact. 

Control your tongue or it will control you. 

That’s the point that he makes with the two analogies in verses three and four. 

 

I’m not really a horsey person. 

Horses are big and uncontrolled with a will of their own. 

A bit is the little bit of metal that goes in the mouth of your stinkin’ pony to control the thing. 

I know that you put a bit in a mouth and not a tongue, but it still seems like a fitting analogy. 

The purpose of the bit isn’t to control the horse’s mouth, but to get the whole animal to turn. 

You might be flat-out getting a hefty horse to turn around by pushing it, but pull on the bit 

with the reigns and it’s trained to turn. 

We put a bit in the mouth of a horse and that small bit of metal is enough to change the 

direction of a massive beast’s body. 

 

The same thing’s true of a giant ship. 

Even a big ship has a relatively small rudder, yet the driver of the boat’s able to control 

where it goes. 

Unlike the double-minded person of 1:6 who was tossed around by the wind, the small 

rudder of a ship can keep it stable even through some strong winds. 

The strong winds drive but the pilot is the one who’s directing the ship with just a small 

rudder. 

 

I like his analogy because it means that the winds, even though they’re a strong force, aren’t 

in control. 

We often try to justify our actions based on what’s going on around us. 

“It wasn’t really my fault – it was the circumstances!” 

There are times when the wind blows so strongly that nothing can be done to control it, but 

that’s rare. 

Most of the time we can control what we say if we have control of our tongue. 

 

The tongue might be small, but it can have a big effect. 

For a small organ, the scale of the impact it has is disproportionately large. 

Until I looked it up this week, I believed the commonly-held notion that the tongue is the 

strongest muscle in the body. 
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By any measure you choose, it’s not. 

Yet it makes lots of boasts. 

James is playing on words again here – the boast he has in mind isn’t necessarily the 

tongue boasting about its own superiority. 

But the tongue is the way that we boast about other things. 

 

So beware: handle it with care. 

An immature tongue burns (vv5b-8) 

Because an immature tongue burns. 

Using our words to burn others is a sign of immaturity. 

 

James asks us to consider how a bushfire starts – all it takes is a small spark. 

If the conditions are right – dry and wind – a small spark can turn into a blaze in just 

seconds. 

The 2019 bushfire that destroyed a lot of the Gold Coast hinterland was probably started by 

people making a spark while shooting at things in the middle of the bush. 

With just a spark – a small word out of place – and you can create a bushfire of epic 

proportions. 

With just one wrong word, you can create a catastrophe. 

 

The idea of the tongue causing a burn isn’t that foreign to us. 

What do we call it when you diss someone or make fun of them? 

Especially when they’ve just done it to someone else? 

We call it a burn. 

It’s an apt name because it burns the other person. 

 

We need to be reminded of what a powerful thing our tongues are. 

James describes it like a fire that can burn other people. 

You might think that fists or legs might be the most dangerous part of the body because you 

can punch and kick with them. 

James tells us that it’s actually the tongue because that’s the part that wreaks the most 

havoc. 

It has a greater capacity for evil than any other part of the body. 
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It might be small, but an immature tongue can be a whole world of evil. 

As one Bible translation puts it: “The tongue represents the world of wrongdoing among the 

parts of our bodies.” 

It’s the source of lying, boasting, gossiping, rumours, half-truths, inappropriate seduction, 

tearing down, innuendo and sniping. 

An immature tongue belittles, curses, brags, manipulates, false teaches, exaggerates, 

complains and flatters. 

They all come out of our mouths to burn others. 

A single word can end a life, shoot someone’s confidence down in flames, end a marriage or 

finish a job. 

 

The tongue is hard to control because it’s the pipe used to express the evil that’s in us. 

Jesus famously said that it’s not what goes into us that defiles us. 

He’s talking to the crowds in the context of ceremonially washing their hands before eating. 

But it’s not a coincidence that he talks about the mouth. 

It’s what comes out of your mouth – the words you use – that defile you. 

Matthew 15:11 NIV11  11 What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but 

what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.” 

 

Jesus says that what you eat gets passed through you. 

But what comes out of your mouth comes from the heart. 

That’s why words are such a big deal: because they reveal your heart. 

Matthew 15:18–20 NIV11  18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come 

from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts—

murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what 

defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.” 

 

The tongue’s set on fire by hell, or more precisely, Gehenna. 

Whoa.  That sounds like an extreme thing to say, doesn’t it? 

I’m still coming to terms with what James is saying here, so I’m just going to let it sit. 

But it’s clear that our tongue is a vehicle for evil, so don’t underestimate how serious it is. 

Our tongues need to be tamed. 

 



~ 10 ~ 

From the very beginning, God created humankind to rule over the fish, birds, livestock, and 

the creatures that move along the ground.3 

The point isn’t to give us a biology lesson about different kinds, but to show that every KIND 

of animal has been tamed by humanKIND. 

When you go to the circus, you see all kinds of wild and unexpected animals that have been 

tamed and trained to do tricks. 

Dolphins flipping balls, birds giving aerial displays and lions jumping through hoops. 

When we were in lockdown last year, I saw my neighbour over the fence taking his snake for 

a walk in the winter sun. 

 

Yet no one amongst human beings can tame the tongue. 

Our tongues are really unstable. 

I’m sure you noticed that’s how the weather was described over the last week – unstable. 

It can’t be predicted and all you can really do is expect the unexpected. 

That’s what the tongue’s like too. 

 

Handle with care because the tongue is full of deadly poison. 

It’s a poisoned barb looking for the opportunity to strike its next victim. 

Careless words hurt other people. 

During the Second World War, a series of ads were promoted in England showing senior 

Nazi officials overhearing a conversation on a bus. 

The slogan was “Careless talk costs lives.” 

This’s true all the time in our constant war with our tongues. 

Careless words cost lives. 

 

We’ve all had the experience of the words being halfway out before our brain kicks in and we 

realise we shouldn’t have said them. 

But when they’re out, it’s too late to take back. 

The mouth is one storefront that’s sometimes more profitable closed than open. 

Psalm 39:1 NIV11  1 I said, “I will watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin; I will 

put a muzzle on my mouth while in the presence of the wicked.” 

 

All the best philosophers going right back to the time of the ancients have talked about the 

power that words have and the importance of using them well. 
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It almost seems quaint in a world where immediate communication isn’t just desired, but 

expected. 

If someone hasn’t responded to a text in half an hour, some people are just about ready to 

send out the search party. 

It’s all too easy to rip out an email without thinking and hit send. 

Fast communication is prized, even if it’s thoughtless. 

 

One memorable event was when I once received nineteen text messages from someone in 

the space of an hour. 

They were coming from a deeply hurt and emotional place, but they weren’t slow to speak 

and quick to listen as James told us earlier in the Grace Kids memory verses. 

It wasn’t hard to guess that not much thought went into those message. 

Nor could you miss the acid and venom coming out of them. 

 

That many texts fired off in a row is an almost sure sign that all is not well and it’s better to 

stop and give a little more consideration to our words. 

I sometimes feel as if there’s been a companion ad campaign to don’t drink and drive saying 

don’t think and text. 

Arrrh!  It really does pay to slow down before we burn people. 

The sage prophet Ronan Keating sometimes isn’t too far off the mark when he says, “You 

say it best when you say nothing at all.” 

The old adage that if you can’t say something nice, you’re better off not saying anything at all 

is still true. 

 

Yes, I’m guilty too. 

Just this week, I responded to a text from my mother with what I thought was a whimsical 

reply. 

She’s a little on edge with everything that’s going on and it wasn’t well received. 

We need to apologise 

It’s so easy to get things wrong, especially when we use short, written words without being 

able to convey emotion or body language. 

 

The immature tongue burns. 

That’s what our tongues will do without a change of heart. 

The solution to fixing what comes out isn’t just slowing down or using a swear jar, although 

that might help. 
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It’s changing the heart that lies behind the words. 

 

That’s why the gospel is such great news. 

God is changing our hearts, changing us from the inside. 

The promise of the New Covenant is that God will take our hearts of stone and replace them 

with hearts of flesh. 

He will reprogram, refresh and restore our hearts and minds. 

Only then can we hope to have good words come out consistently. 

A mature tongue blesses (vv9-12) 

It might be tempting to be down on our poor old tongues at this point. 

They get us into all kinds of strife and cause all kinds of pain and distress to ourselves and to 

others. 

This might leave you wanting to pull it out. 

 

The tongue is certainly not all bad.  Far from it! 

Our tongues can be used to enormous benefit. 

Words are the way that we can praise and bless God. 

We can employ our voices to recognise God for who he is and what he’s done. 

 

And we can use our tongues to bless other people as well. 

We can use them to affirm and encourage. 

Our tongues can be used to speak words of life, to speak the truth of Scripture. 

Often the most loving thing we can do for other people is to speak truth to them. 

As long as it’s truly spoken in love. 

That’s what our tongues have been made for and that’s the reality we need to be working 

towards. 

Listen to how some proverbs affirm the value of good speech: 

Proverbs 10:11 NIV11  11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the 

mouth of the wicked conceals violence. 

Proverbs 10:21 NIV11  21 The lips of the righteous nourish many, but fools die for 

lack of sense. 

 

But the reality is that our tongues are a mixed bag. 
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With this organ that we can bless God, we also curse others, verse nine. 

Cursing is significant because it’s calling on God to cut someone else down. 

How could it possibly be that out of the same mouth can come something that blesses as 

well as something that burns? 

 

We’re inconsistent with our tongues. 

We say nice things and then we say the complete opposite – often about the same person in 

front of them and then behind their back. 

The very same people who declare to the world that you should cut off toxic people are very 

often the ones who are toxic themselves. 

We need wisdom! 

 

There’s huge power in remembering that other human beings are made in the image of God. 

Remembering the image of God has huge implications for how we treat people. 

It reminds us of the dignity and worth that they have and of God’s love for them. 

The only way that you reconcile sending millions of people to the gas chambers is if you 

don’t see them as human. 

 

And we use our words to dehumanise people. 

I don’t think I’d ever really thought about it before, but lots of swearing and name-calling is 

designed to dehumanise another person. 

So many curses are of an animal or a body part or reduce them down to an act. 

The names we choose rarely, if ever, treat people as people. 

 

Things shouldn’t be this way, James says! 

We aren’t meant to say both of these things. 

Verse 10: 

James 3:10 NIV11  10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers 

and sisters, this should not be. 

 

James is being a realist here – describing how things actually are. 

It’s certainly not the goal to be double-tongued and he’s not even giving us permission for it 

to be acceptable. 

He doesn’t give us the possibility of thinking that it’s enough to settle for the status quo. 
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Even as he describes how things are, I think it’s assumed that we should try to change this 

situation and do better. 

 

There’s two ways that you can use a goal, aren’t there? 

You can say, “That’s too hard.  I give up.”  And throw in the towel. 

Or you can say, “I’m going to keep pressing on towards that goal.” 

This passage keeps pushing us towards the goal, even though we mightn’t ever make it. 

But what we can do is change the mix in our lives. 

We can fight so that more and more our tongues are doing the right thing. 

 

James gives us three examples of why this’s the case. 

He’s making an argument from the natural order of things. 

Fresh and salty water can’t come from the same spring. 

One you can drink and the other will leave you feeling even more thirsty. 

Too much salt and it starts to get dangerous. 

You never, ever get sweet and salty water from the same bore because salty water 

inevitably contaminates the sweet due to osmosis. 

 

In the same way, you can’t use your words to please both God and the world. 

You can’t use language that’s very different in different places. 

I don’t mean that you don’t contextualise your language because there’s something 

appropriate about talking differently in the boardroom compared to the factory floor. 

But not if you’re being a different person that would be the best example of a hypocrite with 

different masks for different occasions. 

You can’t bless and curse with the same mouth. 

 

One of Courtney’s past colleagues would change accents depending on who she was talking 

to. 

She speaks with an Aussie accent to her colleagues, but get her on the phone to her mother 

and the strong West Lancs accent suddenly comes through. 

There’s nothing wrong with changing accents, but there is something wrong with burning and 

blessing from the same mouth. 

It doesn’t make sense. 

 

When it comes to trees, you can’t get olives off a fig tree. 
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Not get you get figs off a grapevine. 

A tree produces the kind of fruit in keeping with the kind of tree it is. 

Our words show us what kind of person we really are. 

Just before Jesus says that everyone will be judged for the kind of words they speak, he 

says: 

Matthew 12:33, 35 NIV11  33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a 

tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit… 35 A good man 

brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil 

things out of the evil stored up in him. 

 

It's relatively easy to be nice around Christians. 

They’re generally nice people. 

But when it comes to dealing with the difficult and obnoxious person at work on Monday… 

Who am I kidding, when it comes to dealing with the kid in a sour mood as you go home… 

Or as teenagers we might feel like being grumpy and surly with our words. 

Proverbs 16:24 NIV11  24 Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and 
healing to the bones. 

 

We talk about being someone being salty. 

It often means that they’re bitter. 

And we know it because they use salty words, words that’re bitter. 

We don’t want those. 

We want to be known for sweet words that bring life. 

 

The reality is that we use our words for mixed purposes. 

And it’s confusing. 

It sends mixed messages about who we are and what our hearts are like. 

 

But the goal is to use them to bless, to reinforce the dignity of people made in the image of 

God. 

That’s a sign of maturity. 

The mature tongue blesses. 

Conclusion 

James says to be careful of your words because our words really matter. 
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Our tongues are a breeding ground for respectable sins. 

As Christians who are seeking to grow in godliness and maturity in Christ, we can’t fail to 

think about how we use our words. 

The way we use our words is one of the works that shows whether our faith is genuine or 

counterfeit. 

Our words can be the exhaust that spills evil into the world when we have immature words 

that burn. 

Or they can be the sweet salve that blesses other people. 

Friends, may we seek to have words of mass blessing rather than words of mass 

destruction. 

Prayer 

The tongue of the wise adorns knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.  Oh, that 

our ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees!  Then we would not be put to shame when 

we consider all your commands.  Please do not utterly forsake us.  Instead, please help us 

to praise you with upright hearts as we learn your righteous laws.  So that we would be filled 

with words of mass blessing rather than words of mass destruction.

 
1 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11. 
2 2 Timothy 2:2 
3 Genesis 1:26 
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Big Question:  How do we use our tongues well? 

Big Idea:  The mature tame their heart to tame their tongue. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Can share a time when you said something that you wish you could take back? 

2. How do you think this section relates to the one that came before? 

3. Why reason does James give that not many should become teachers? 

4. What does the ability to control your tongue say about you? 

5. Why does James call our tongue “a world of evil”? 

6. What are the benefits of being slow to speak? 

7. What are some ways our words can be used positively to bless? 

8. How does treating other people as made in the image of God help shape the words we 

use? 

9. Why are salty words incompatible with who we are as Christians? 

 


