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Eggs. Bread. Milk. Flour. Zucchinis. Apples. Butter.  

As I arrive home and begin unloading eggs, chips, milk, dip, crackers, cheese, oranges … Deb 

seems a bit shocked.  

Where Deb was thinking essentials and baking, clearly I was thinking cheese plate! 

Deb has the audacity to accuse me of not listening to her.  

Yeah, I was listening, I protest. 

Well did you not understand me then? She gently returns. 

Yep, understood every word. 

Ok. So did you forget what I told you or did you buy the wrong things on purpose? 

There is no good answer to that question… 

Did you write a list?  

Nope, didn’t need to.  

Only problem is I did need to because I can’t make sandwiches to take to work with crackers. 

Yeah ofcourse, I remembered the milk I need for tea and coffee but chips aren’t really a 

substitute for zucchini’s as far as daily fibre requirements go. 

Also, Deb can’t bake an apple pie with oranges or without flour and she needs it ready 

before tomorrow. 

I tuck my tail between my legs and return to the shops, this time list in hand. 

Our passage from the Book of James this week is all about listening.  

Except it’s not only about listening.  

Just like my fail of a shopping trip, listening is often only valuable if it translates into doing.  

A set of instructions, if not carried out and done properly may as well have not been heard at 

all. 

James is concerned his readers think they are good at listening to God’s Word but are 

actually not. 

He is concerned that have selective hearing which is resulting in selective doing.  

It is important for James to drive this point home as he finishes the introduction to his book. 

Remember where we’ve been so far? 

Back in week 1, we heard that God is the giver of wisdom, we need to ask him for wisdom to 

see trials as good things which mature us. 
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Last week, we heard that God is the giver of good gifts,  

But for the rest of the book, James gets down in the detail and will hammer home truths to 

live by in particular areas of life.  

How we should treat other people. How we should use our speech. How we should live out 

our faith. How to make plans.  

 

If we don’t get this next section, there’s a danger the rest of the book will fall on deaf ears.  

Either we’ll fail to listen or we’ll respond in the wrong way after listening. 

Let’s get stuck in. 

The big idea for today: 

A mature Christian doesn’t just know the Word, they live the Word. 

We’re going to tackle it in three bits.  

Our points for today: Hear the Word in verses 19 – 21, Embrace the Word in verses 22-25 

and Do the Word in verses 26 -27. 

The points are up on screen, feel free to jot them down if it helps you. 

Point 1: Hear the Word 

First things first: what is this Word that James is talking about hearing and doing? 

If I asked what the ‘Word’ is in a Kid’s Talk, what response would the Kids yell back?  

The Bible.  

I reckon if I asked, most of the youth and most of the adults here would answer in the same 

way. 

And that’s because it’s the obviously right answer… 

But James goes beyond the Sunday School answer painting a vivid picture of what the Word 

is and how it works. 

It sets the context for what hearing and doing the Word is all about. 

Look back with me to chapter 1 verse 18.  

18 By his own choice, he gave us birth by the word of truth so that we would be a kind of 

firstfruits of his creatures. 

God, by his own choosing, had given them a new life through a new birth. 

How were they born again? By the Word. 

This might give us pause: aren’t we given new life by Jesus, His death on the cross to pay the 

price for our sins? 
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Why is James saying that the Word gives us new life? He doesn’t even mention Jesus here.  

Is this a different Gospel? 

Absolutely not. 

James is not saying the Bible is a magic book which grants life as we read it.  

James is assuming the Gospel as prior knowledge from Jesus 101. 

 

James does not retell the Gospel in detail like Paul often does in his letters. 

That’s because James is writing to Jewish Christians who dispersed from Jerusalem after the 

persecution following Stephen’s stoning.  

During their time in Jerusalem, these people would have heard the Gospel from 

eyewitnesses.  

They listened to the teaching of Apostles.  

Some might have even been around to hear Jesus speak, see His miracles, maybe even have 

been among the 500 whom the risen Jesus appeared to.  

We can see James assumes the people he is writing to have heard, understood and believed 

the Gospel. 

So as we listen to James, we need to have the Gospel in mind throughout the whole book.  

The reminder here is not what the Gospel is but how it comes to us.   

Through the Word.  

Great news! We can get rid of the rest of the Bible and focus on the Gospel. Just give me the 

bits that talk about Jesus, everything else is irrelevant.  

No, no. Hold up. James keeps going.  

James continues building a picture for us of what God’s Word is and what it does. 

In verse 25, James describes the word as the perfect law of freedom.  

The use of the word law brings the Old Testament to mind.  

James is not at odds with Paul here, he is looking at the same thing from a different angle. 

Where Paul was worried his readers were trusting their law keeping to justify them, James is 

seeing God’s law as God’s way for us to live, fulfilled, demonstrated and explained in the life 

and teaching of Jesus. 

James is not encouraging his readers to return to keeping the ceremonies of the Old 

Testament law.  
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In Acts 15 James made a clear call that keeping the ceremonial Jewish law was a burden that 

Gentiles didn’t need to bear.   

Seen through the lens of Jesus’ words, His works, His mission and kingdom, we need the Old 

Testament to teach us about how God wants us to live and worship Him. 

When James is telling us to listen to the Word, he means the whole counsel of God, the 

whole Bible, Old and New Testaments.   

So knowing God’s Word is worth hearing, how do we hear it betterer? 

 

Good question! 

<slide> 

Read with me in verse 21. 

21 Therefore, ridding yourselves of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent, humbly 

receive the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

What’s going on here? 

Some of you might know that Deb and I have been doing a bit of landscaping and 

renovating over the past little while.  

One of the improvements we made was turfing our front yard. 

It’s given me the opportunity get a little bit too into lawn care.  

But I’ve learnt a good lesson I think illustrates James’ point.  

When I ordered the turf, I miscalculated on how much I needed and in the worst way 

possible… 

I was just short.  

About 10 sq meters give or take.   

A long strip right along the kerb left bare.  

Foolishly I figured that if I just left it alone, eventually the good grass would grow over and 

fill in the bare patch. 

Man, was I wrong.  

Turns out weeds spread much more quickly and grow much better than good grass.  

Before too long the bare patch was covered in green and from a distance it actually looks ok. 

But when you get close up you can tell is mostly weeds with a bit of straggly grass growing 

through. 
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The bigger problem is that I can see the weeds are also starting to spread through the 

surrounding good grass as well.  

Hold that in mind, back to James. 

At the end of verse 21, we are told to humbly receive the implanted word or NIV puts it the 

word planted in you.  

Think parable of the Sower here. 

The Word is the seed which has been planted into our hearts.  

The Word has taken root and is starting to grow.  

We’re started along the journey to full maturity in Christ. 

But growth of the Word in our lives is threatened by the weeds of moral filth and prevalent 

evil.  

By moral filth and evil, James is basically describing sin in colourful terms.   

He’s bring two things into focus about sin in the language he uses. 

First, it’s prevalent.  

That means it’s everywhere around us.  

Like the weeds setting seeds in my neighbours garden threatens my lawn, the evil and 

wickedness all around me in the world threatens the growth of the Word in my heart. 

Be on guard, pluck out the weeds before they get out of control. 

 

Second, sin pollutes and defiles.  

It dehumanises us.  

It actively works against us becoming the mature person God is growing us into.  

That’s why James goes onto say that receiving the Word is able to save our souls at the end 

of verse 21.  

Again, not a different Gospel.  

The word James uses for soul here speaks our soul as an aspect of our humanity, our self, 

what animates us and forms our identity. 

Receiving the Word saves our very self from the corrupting, degrading and dehumanising 

effects of sin.  

 

When are filling our heads and heart with sinful thoughts, do we feel more or less like 

listening to God?  
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Just like my lawn care, there’s a feedback loop happening here.  

This should encourage us brother and sisters.  

The more we put out sin and evil, the better the word will grow in our hearts.  

The more the Word of God grows in our hearts, the less sin will be able to grow there.  

 

Sinful thoughts, attitudes and desires are not the only thing to get in the way of hearing the 

Word. 

<slide> 

Look with me at Verses 19 and 20 –  

19 My dear brothers and sisters, understand this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 

speak, and slow to anger, 20 for human anger does not accomplish God’s righteousness. 

 

<speaking painfully slowly> Ok, James I hear you and I will speak more slowly.  

Ok, that’s probably not it.  

And James is telling us we should talk at all or only talk a little bit. 

He’s not having a go at extroverts or Little Miss Chatterboxes. 

Speaking is important, after all we’re people of the Word.  

Speaking the Word to other people is a big part of how God’s Word works.  

Speaking is important but it’s not always good. 

It’s more like school rules, when the teacher is talking, we don’t. 

When the Word is speaking to us, it is unwise to answer back, especially without receiving it 

and thinking about it first.  

When our heart reacts badly to hearing God’s word, we can be oh so quick to offer up 

excuses, justify our behaviour, blame other people, blame our situation. 

Because of our sinful desires and hearts, our first reactions are often not the rights ones.  

A better reaction is to be slow to speak.  

Take a deep breath. Reflect. Go away and think about it.  

Test whether it’s true by comparing scripture with scripture.  

Ask questions like ‘Is this passage shining a light on something important for me?‘  

‘Do I feel uncomfortable about what I’ve heard because I feel convicted?’  

‘Is this an area of my life I need to work on with God’s help?’  
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After all that, if it’s true, we need to believe it. If the shoe fits, we need to wear it.  

If there is something you need to do or to change, go do it. 

How about anger then?  

Yes, anger is an important topic, the Bible talks about it several different places.  

As soon as the topic of anger comes up, our brains questions about whether anger can be 

good, what is righteous anger and when can we or can’t we get angry.  

All very good and helpful questions but not the focus here.  

Whatever the anger here is, it’s definitely not the righteous anger that God has towards sin. 

James shows it’s different by calling it human anger. 

What is then anger is James talking about?  

I think it’s clear in the context.  

It’s anger that rises in us when we hear God’s Word spoken to us.  

Can you remember listening to a sermon that made you angry?  

We might fool ourselves that we’re only getting angry at the person preaching, or our Bible 

Study leader or whoever is speaking God’s Word to us.  

But if the person is speaking God’s Word faithfully, it’s actually God speaking to us and the 

person we are getting angry at is God.  

James points out that this anger does not achieve God’s righteousness in verse 20. 

Last week, we were told that blaming God for temptations is foolish and gets in the way of 

resisting temptation and going on to maturity.  

The point this week is getting angry at God for telling us how we should live is foolish and 

will stop us from hearing God speak.  

Anger has a way of clamping our ears shut, focusing our thoughts inwards and making our 

hearts hard.  

Yeah he’s really angry right now, this is the best time to go and have a rational conversation 

about that thing you disagree on, said no one ever.  

<slide> Putting it all together in a diagram. 

Anger gets in the way of hearing the word, which stops us doing the Word which means we 

don’t end up living rightly which means the righteousness of God is not achieved.  

In the Word’s absence, the filth and evil of sin can gain a foothold in our lives and if sit back 

passively, can over grow our hearts and lives. 

How should we respond to rising anger? In much the same way as when we want to talk 

back to God. 
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Take a deep breath. Get our emotions under control.  

Realise that getting angry with God for telling us what we need to hear is just plain dumb.  

Ask for God’s help to change and to humble us so we can receive His word as we should.  

How does this look in real life (IRL)? 

<slide> 

Meet Angry Alan. 

Alan goes to a church which teaches God’s Word well.  

Many years ago he heard the Gospel preached, he believed it to be true and put his trust in 

Jesus. 

Alan would describe himself as someone who loves God’s word.  

Except sometimes it seems he doesn’t.  

You see, some sermon topics are a no go for Alan.  

Alan’s more than happy to hear sermons which talk about sin, he thinks they’re great and 

he’s ready to yell amen and hallelujah.  

But only, it seems, for sermons about sins which other people struggle with.  

When the passage focuses on sins he struggles with, Alan reacts very differently.  

Instead of his usual thoughtful, attentive and calm face, Alan’s face bears some subtle 

markers of his discomfort. Teeth clenched. Frown lines cover his forehead. 

If it’s a particularly bad week, the pastor will have a strongly worded email to read when he 

gets home, usually with the subject line ‘how dare you?’. 

Other times you’d hardly know Alan was angry, except he seems to disappear from church 

for a few weeks when normally he attends pretty regularly.  

After a while, Alan sorts himself out and he’s back at church.  

At least until next time his secret sins and pet peeves are in the spotlight again. 

 

Don’t be an angry Alan. We need to put our anger aside and hear God’s word well. 

I wish we were finished there. 

Listening well seems hard enough to do. 

However, listening well isn’t enough by itself.  

To hear the Word effectively, we need to embrace the Word by doing it.  
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<slide> 

Point number 2: Embrace the Word 

 

Mirror, mirror on the wall, who’s the fairest of them all? 

Not you says the mirror to the Queen; another is fairer than you. 

Like the Queen in Snow White, we can be deceived about our looks and identity when we fail 

to embrace the word by putting it into practice. 

To make the point clear and memorable, James uses an analogy of a person looking into a 

mirror to describe what hearing God’s Word but not doing it looks like.   

 

<slide> 

Follow along with me in verse 23:  

 

3 Because if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like someone looking at his 

own face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what 

kind of person he was. 

 

James’ analogy seems a bit silly.  

How could someone stare intently at their face in the mirror, then walk away and completely 

forget what they look like?  

It’s meant to be ridiculous because James is telling us that listening to God’s Word but not 

doing it is equally ridiculous.  

It’s forgetting who we are. 

Let me attempt to illustrate what’s going on.  

We’ve got a few keen sports fans in our church. 

We’ve even got some keen Rabittoh’s fans.  

<slide> 

Imagine if you will, you’re up in member’s section of ANZ stadium. Rabittoh’s home game. 

You’re surrounded by a sea of Rabittoh’s green and red, as far as you can see.  

You catch a flask of yellow and blue out of the corner of your eye.  

A man wearing a Paramatta Eels jersey takes the empty seat next to you. 
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You say, Hey mate, are you in the right area? 

He says, nah, mate I support the Rabbitohs. I’m meant to be here. 

But you’re wearing a Paramatta jersey.  

Yeah, but I know everything about the Rabbitoh’s.  

I know who the leading try scorer is, I know all the players stats, I’ve memorised the entire 

draw so I can tell you who we’re playing every week until the end of the season.  

I’m a massive Rabittoh’s fan.  

You shrug and shake your head. 

Next minute, Paramatta scores a try and old mate’s up on his feet cheering and clapping.  

Mate, what are you doing? Why are you cheering for the other team? 

Yeah I just love cheering, it’s fine to cheer for both teams.  

I’m still a massive Rabbitoh’s fan.  

Five minutes later, the Rabbitoh’s claw one back but not a peep out of the bloke in the chair 

next to you. 

Unbelievable.   

And he calls himself a Rabbitoh’s supporter… 

Do you get the idea?  

  

When we look intently into God’s Word, it shows us who we are in Christ.  

We are a new creature. The old has passed away, the new has come in 2 Corinthians 5. 

God has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into his kingdom in 

Colossians 1.  

How we think should look different now. What we do should look different now.  

Where we spend our time should look different now. How we spend our money should look 

different now.  

We are playing for a different team. 

If we are on Team Jesus, it doesn’t make any sense to wear the colours or cheer for the other 

team.  

Our new identity isn’t just about that we know; it requires that we act and think and speak 

and live consistently with that identity. 

Mirrors don’t only reveal our identity, they also point out our flaws.  
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Looking in the mirror, we see the things that are not right about us.  

God’s Word is true, it doesn’t flatter us or gloss over the bits we don’t like.  

Where our hearts deceive us about our sinfulness, the mirror of God’s Word show up our sin 

clearly.  

It is foolish to see something growing on our face which could be a cancer, but walk away 

and not do anything about it. 

So when we listen to God’s Word and hear God tell us what we should do and what we 

shouldn’t do and we go away and forget and do the things shouldn’t do and don’t do the 

things we should do, how are we behaving?  

We’re behaving foolishly.  

Worse, James warns us that we may deceiving ourselves entirely.  

If we listen to the Word but walk away and forget it.  

If our lives don’t look anything like the lives of those who both listen and do the Word, we 

have to ask if we have fooled ourselves into thinking we’re on Team Jesus when we’re 

actually not.  

James contrasts the foolish person with a wise person.  

 

<slide> 

Verse 25 

25 But the one who looks intently into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres in it, and is not 

a forgetful hearer but a doer who works—this person will be blessed in what he does. 

Where the foolish person listens intently but fails to put the Word into practice, the wise 

person listens to God’s Word and does it.  

How will this person be blessed?  

They will be blessed through what they do.  

James is not saying that because they are doing the Word, God will make sure that 

everything they put their hand to will succeed and prosper. 

He is saying that the doing will bring about the blessing, what blessing? the complete and 

mature life that James wants us to attain.  

The Christian faith is a practical faith.  

It is learnt by doing it, by living it out. 

You wouldn’t jump in a plane with someone who has only learnt to fly a plane from 

textbooks and lectures would you?  
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Knowing what the Bible says only makes a difference to us when we start living it out.  

How do learn to live in the midst of trials? Do the Word. 

How do we face temptations and resist evil? Do the Word. 

How do we grow in our faith and become the person God wants us to be. By doing the 

Word. 

Such a life is liberating. It frees us from the sin and filth that degrades and dehumanises us.  

 

It’s the law of liberty, lived out. 

<slide> 

Let’s Meet our second person, Faithful Felicity. 

Felicity has been a Christian for a couple of years.  

For quite a while, Felicity didn’t seem to growing spiritually all that much. 

Yes, Jesus had made a big difference in her life.  

It just seemed like further progress had kind of stalled a bit.   

She was using the opportunities she had to listen to God’s Word, it’s just like  

Felicity used to go by the name Forgetful Felicity but not any more.  

Things changed after her small group worked through James together. 

It’s like something just clicked into place. 

Felicity realised that God’s desire for her life was to see her grow into a mature believer and 

this wasn’t going to happen by passively listening but instead by doing the Word, putting it 

into practice in her life. 

Any time before she listens to God’s Word, whether listening to a sermon, attending Bible 

study or reading the Bible for herself, she first prays that God would soften her heart and 

help her respond in the right way. 

After reading the Bible as part of her daily devotion, Felicity takes time to pray about she 

read and think about the ways she can apply and put what’s she’s learnt into action.  

On Sunday mornings, Felicity can be seen jotting down notes during the sermon, ensuring 

that she doesn’t walk away and forget what was said before she can start putting it into 

practice.  

At mid-week Bible Study, it’s clear from her questions and input that she’s been thinking 

about the sermon since Sunday.  

Felicity is far from perfect, she knows that all too well. 
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But more and more, she can see how God is changing her thoughts and behaviours and 

other people around her can see it too.   

Felicity is determined not to be a forgetful hearer who listens but doesn’t do.  

Felicity is determined to persevere with embracing the Word by doing the Word, that God 

might grow her into the mature, complete believer that He wants her to be.  

We need to be like Faithful Felicity.  

 

Finally, point number 3: Do the Word.  

 

Don’t stress. Point three is short. 

But it’s very important.   

James puts it all together for us in three worked examples of what the righteous life looks 

like in practice. 

<slide> 

Verses 26-27: 

26 If anyone[g] thinks he is religious without controlling his tongue, his religion is useless and 

he deceives himself. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to look after 

orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

Religion has become a dirty word in modern Western culture.  

Even in evangelical circles, churches and pastors have tried to distance Christianity from the 

tag of religion. 

You might have heard catch phrases like Religion Kills but Jesus Saves.  

But James doesn’t see religion as a bad thing; at least he tells us that there can be such a 

thing as pure and undefiled religion.  

So what does true religion look like? 

Controlling your tongue, looking after widows and orphans and keeping unstained from the 

world.  

Is that what you expected?  

I reckon many people think being a good Christian is about coming to church, it’s about 

saying impressive sounding prayers, how much money you put in the collection basket or 

being able to belt out Amazing Grace from memory in a four-part harmony. 

But James doesn’t have anything like that on his list. 

What about the things that do make it on the list?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30275g
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Partly James is giving a bit of a primer for the rest of the book.  

How we speak to others, how we treat others and our relationship to the world all get their 

own section in later chapters.  

We’ll have a whole week focussed on each one and James will keep returning to these 

themes as he lovingly reminds us about what we need to do in response to hearing the 

Word. 

So we won’t dwell much on the details today. 

But I think it’s important to pick-up what James is putting down here.  

James is addressing these issues since they were all major issues in the church he pastored in 

Jerusalem.  

I think they are issues that churches still struggle with today, that maturing Christians 

struggle with even since NT times.  

I wonder if James has the Pharisees in mind as he ponders useless religion. 

Jesus absolutely nailed them back Matthew 23 verse 23 

23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your 

spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the 

law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting 

the former. 

James is worried that the spiritual legacy of the Pharisees might live on in the churches he 

writes to. 

The Pharisees were avid listens but very selective doers of God’s Word. 

They neglected to do the most important parts.  

 

True religion, doing the Word looks like love, mercy and holiness lived out.  

Why does controlling our tongue matter?  

It’s real tangible way we can show love to those around us.  

How we speak to people has a massive impact in the lives of others. 

Every day we make the choice whether we gossip about someone or encourage them. 

We can use our tongue to complain about our situation or respond with praise and thanks to 

God.  

We can use our speech to pull someone down or instead we can speak the truth in love 

Living the mature complete life as a follower of Jesus means loving others and putting their 

needs before ours. 
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How about caring for widows and orphans?  

Care for widows and orphans is commanded several times is the Old Testament.  

For example: 

Isaiah 1:17 

17 Learn to do what is good. 

Pursue justice. 

Correct the oppressor.[a] 

Defend the rights of the fatherless. 

Plead the widow’s cause. 

In the ancient world, widows and orphans were particularly vulnerable. 

Without a husband or father’s wages, widows and orphans had no money for food. 

It was an issue in the Jerusalem church. 

In Acts 6, the reason Deacon’s were appointed was to make sure widows were not 

overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 

James is giving a specific example of people who most needed care and support. 

But it’s not meant to be a loophole for us.   

I don’t know any widows or orphans, I guess I’m off the hook here.  

There are still orphans and widows around, but Australia has a safety net. They’re Centrelink’s 

responsibility.  

No, no, no…  

It’s bigger than that. 

Let’s strive for maximum application. 

The goal is to find people to show mercy and compassion to.  

Where can we find people that need mercy and compassion? 

I don’t think we have to look very far.  

Poverty is still prevalent. We need to care for and look after those who need our help. 

The lonely. The grieving. The depressed. The anxious. The isolated. The aging. The struggling.  

In some versions including the ESV, we read ‘visit widows and orphans in their distress’ rather 

than ‘look after widows and orphans in their distress’. 

I think it’s a helpful push.  

Showing mercy is not something that can be outsourced; it’s not something we can say we’re 

doing if we’re only throwing money at it.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1%3A17&version=CSB#fen-CSB-17672a
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It’s a call to be part of the lives of those who need the love and mercy that Jesus extends to 

us.  

To get out of our comfort zone. Get our hands dirty. To free up time and energy by saying 

no to the things we’d rather spend our time doing. 

Being on Team Jesus means showing mercy to others; even more so, looking for 

opportunities to show mercy. 

Finally, remaining unstained from the world.  

The third component of true religion is pursuing personal holiness.  

To remain unstained is about avoiding the rampant filth and evil that we were warned about 

back in verse 21.  

It’s not a call to a monastic life.  

We’re still called to be in the world, just not of the world.  

Holiness is not only about being morally pure, its end goal is for us to be set apart to do 

what God wants us to. 

A wise and maturing believer is diligent in putting aside the things that get in the way of 

representing and serving Jesus.  

It’s about being on mission for Jesus.  

What does it mean to be a wise Christian, pursuing maturity practicing true religion before 

God?  

Listen to the Word, Embrace the Word by doing it and Doing the Word leads to a life which 

looks more and more like self-controlled love of others, showing mercy to those in need and 

living a holy life consistent with the law that brings freedom. 

It’s not rocket surgery, folks.  

James is laying out the Christian life pretty clearly here.  

Living wisely is to make great efforts to hear God’s Word regularly. 

It’s diligently putting aside our sinful desires and behaviours that crowd out the growth of 

the Word in our lives. 

It’s making attitude adjustments and working on our hearts so that we don’t put up barriers 

to hearing God’s Word. 

Having heard the Word, we have to work hard at putting it into practice.  

The effectiveness of our hearing and doing will be reflected by how much we are growing in 

love for others, showing mercy to one another and putting sin and all the harmful and 

defiling influence of this world to death in our lives. 
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As people look on at how we live out our faith, they should get be able to see a picture of 

the Word written in our lives.  

As we grow to maturity in Christ, may we be able to see Jesus more clearly each week in one 

another’s lives as we grow together as people of the Word.  

 

 

Let’s pray.  


