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Wisdom for Blameaholics Anonymous 

James 1:12-18 

6 February 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  Is God good if he tempts us? 

Big Idea:  Blaming God leads to sin and death. Trusting God leads to maturity and life. 

Introduction 

One of the things I’m looking forward to about school going back this week is not needing to 

adjudicate so many of the inevitable arguments. 

I doubt there’s a person in the room who hasn’t been in a conversation that goes something 

like this: 

“She punched me.” 

“Only because she punched me first.” 

“It’s her fault because she was looking at me.” 

“No, she’s to blame because she was breathing my air.” 

 

On my better days, I sigh, maybe groan and accept that God is using this for my 

sanctification. 

It’s hard to take action when you didn’t actually see what happened and you know that 

there’s probably fault on both sides. 

But even Blind Freddy could see through the feeble attempts to blame someone else. 

What’s just as clear is that no one wants to take responsibility and just wants to blame 

everyone else. 

 

Kids say out aloud with the full conviction of having a valid argument what we all feel in 

ourselves at times – the audacious claim that we’ve only failed because of other people. 

We can see how pathetic the attempt is when others play the blame game, but if we’re 

honest with ourselves, are we really all that different? 

As adults we often play essentially the same game, just a slightly more sophisticated version 

of it. 

“I was forced to take the money from work because the company owes me since they don’t 

pay very well.” 

“I had to cut them off in the traffic because they were driving so aggressively.” 

 

Sometimes we even try to justify ourselves by spiritualising the blame. 

“It wasn’t my fault that I didn’t do the right thing – the devil made me do it.” 
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“I only spoke harshly and aggressively because I was standing up for the truth.” 

Even though we mightn’t like to admit it, we can even blame God. 

“I didn’t want to lie, but he didn’t give me any other alternative in the situation.” 

“If God didn’t want me to sleep with that person I’m not married to, then he shouldn’t have 

put our kids in the same class together.” 

But is that really legit? 

That’s the what James addresses in our passage today. 

Outline 

Last week we started a new series which will see us work our way through the book of 

James in the New Testament. 

All of the churches in the Grace Bible Church Network are doing the same passage at the 

same time. 

James describes what it means to have a faith that’s lived out – he addresses “when rubber 

hits the road” stuff. 

What does it look like to live faithfully for Jesus? 

{DP}  We’ve called the series “Grow Up!” because maturity is one of the key themes. 

James gives us wisdom for living our faith in a fallen world. 

This book helps teach us how to put on our big people pants to live for Jesus in this world. 

 

This week, we’re going to look a little more deeply into how trials work to grow us to maturity. 

You might be thinking, but didn’t we cover trials last week? 

Welcome to James, who keeps coming back to the same topics, coming at them from 

slightly different angles rather than repeating himself. 

This week we’ll see that truth or deception makes all the difference: trials are an opportunity 

that can lead to ruin or heaven. 

Truth to pass the test brings life and deception that gives into temptation leads to death. 

 

{DP}  There’s a big question behind this passage and that is “Is God good if he tempts us?” 

The big idea that we’re going to see is:  Blaming God leads to sin and death. Trusting 

God leads to maturity and life. 

• Do trust God’s promise in trials (v12) 

• Don’t blame God for sin and death (vv13-15) 

• Do trust God for maturity and life (vv16-18) 
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Do trust God’s promise in trials (v12) 

Last week, we saw in verse three that we should consider it joy when we’re in the middle of 

trials. 

Because having your faith tested results in perseverance. 

And perseverance will grow you to maturity, so that you will be whole and complete. 

 

Now, in verse twelve, we’re told that the person who perseveres under trial is blessed. 

Blessed has made a bit of a comeback, hasn’t it? 

You stick it on Insta with a pic of the tropical beach that you’ve got all to yourself or the 

awesome meal you’re about to have. 

Or you stick #blessed on a picture of you with someone famous you met in a café at Noosa. 

#blessed seems to have pretty much replaced #humblebrag. 

 

It’s the hashtag that goes with the good life, which actually isn’t that far from how the Bible 

uses it. 

The blessed life is the good life. 

But according to the Bible, the blessed life, the good life, looks very different from Instagram. 

Psalm 1:1 NIV11  1 Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or 

stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 

Jesus starts the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5 with, “Blessed are the poor in spirit… 

blessed are those who mourn… blessed are the meek… blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness… blessed are the merciful… blessed are the pure in heart… blessed 

are the peacemakers… blessed are those who are persecuted… blessed are you when 

people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you.” 

James says the blessed life is when you persevere under trials. 

James sounds much more like Jesus than your Insta roll. 

 

In the moment when we experiencing trials, we tend to focus on how to respond during the 

test. 

Fair enough. 

James also reminds us to remember what’s available to us after we come through the test. 

See, he’s assuming that as believers, we’ll pass. 

 

The reason that the blessed life, the good life, is standing up under trials is because it’s the 

way to get the crown of life. 
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Yes, it takes perseverance through not one, but many trials. 

You might get battered and blown around within an inch of your life – perhaps literally. 

But there’s a worthwhile outcome for going through all of that. 

 

What’s the crown of life and why would you want it? 

Probably don’t think so much of a big golden number covered in jewels. 

Instead think of the kind of wreaths that were given to the winners of the ancient Greek 

games like the Olympic Games. 

Actually, it’s the same word used for the crown made of thorns that was put on Jesus’ head 

before he was taken to the cross. 

 

The crown of LIFE is salvation. 

Jesus died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sin. 

He calls us to repent of our sin and believe in him. 

If we do, we don’t have to be cut off from God any longer, but we have the hope of being 

united with him forever in a sin-free new heavens and earth. 

As Christians, we don’t press on through trials without purpose. 

Jesus’ promise is that Testing + Perseverance = Eternal life 

 

Have you ever wondered why we should even believe that there’s anything after death? 

Is there any reason to think that death’s not the end? 

How can we know? 

Yes, yes there is, because we’ve been promised that there is by someone who’s died and 

come back to life again. 

Jesus rose from the dead and has promised that if you trust him, there’s eternal life available 

to you. 

 

Will you trust his promise to give you eternal life, even during difficult times? 

It’s an iron-clad, guaranteed promise from Jesus for everyone who loves him. 

I think one of the interesting things that came out of the kerfuffle over Citipointe this week is 

that apparently everyone is an expert on Christianity. 

I’ve seen state parliamentarians like Grace Grace and Corinne McMillian say that what 

Citipointe believes isn’t very Christian. 
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It amuses me that they think they know what’s Christian more than Christians do, though 

sadly perhaps they should be excused because so many owning the name of Christ have 

stepped up to the plate to affirm their ideas. 

They think that being a Christian means loving everyone… which it does. 

But by loving what they mean is affirming everyone’s choices as being right, including the 

sinful ones. 

The Bible teaches that God sending his son to redeem people who didn’t deserve it is the 

greatest act of love. 

 

Jesus tells us that the second great commandment is loving others. 

Of course, what Grace Grace means by love isn’t really love at all because it encourages 

people to continue rebelling against God on their way to hell. 

If anyone should be reminded of our need for grace, her name should do it. 

Real love works out in actions and those actions don’t encourage sin. 

 

There’s more to Christianity than loving people though. 

It’s common for people more generally to forget the greatest commandment though – “Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength.” 

A holy God calls us all to repent of our sin – regardless of what flavour it comes in – and I 

didn’t hear any mention of that in the public sphere this week. 

Loving God doesn’t come naturally to sinful people, we need an intervention from God. 

Our hearts and minds need to be reset and reprogramed from our default mode of rebellion 

against God to be renewed to love him. 

How do we know that we truly do love him? 

 John 14:15 NIV11  15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 

 

James is quite exclusive about who gets to eternal life. 

It’s not just someone who calls themselves a Christian, but only people who love God. 

You have to love God to be a Christian. 

That doesn’t mean that you just accept him along with everyone else’s beliefs. 

You have to love him and him alone as the one and only living God who has authority over 

the whole world. 

 

Do trust Jesus in your trials because God promises eternal life to those who love him. 

Persevere, because eternal life is available through the salvation that Jesus brings. 
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That’s his promise for all those who truly love him. 

Don’t blame God for sin and death (vv13-15) 

In this next section, James addresses a really important objection that people will have to 

what he’s saying. 

When things are hard and look like they’re not going well, rather than persevering, we might 

want to blame God for our failure. 

Some people will say, “God is tempting me.” 

In his wisdom, James warns us to tread carefully. 

 

We sometimes sing the song Let Your Kingdom Come. 

It contains what I think are some of the scariest lines we sing. 

I believe them and I think that we need to sing them, but I feel confronted every time we do. 

Lord use us as You want, whatever the test 

By grace we'll preach Your gospel 

Till our dying breath 

That’s giving God a blank cheque for our lives, which actually isn’t just for the super spiritual. 

It’s not part of the optional extra pack that we can choose when we sign up to be a Christian. 

It’s part of the normal Christian life. 

 

Yet we’ve all got our lines that at best we hope we won’t have to cross and at worst we’re 

not willing to allow God to cross. 

For my wife, it was toenails. 

On our very first date, Courtney and I sat down together at a café for her to try and convince 

me to go out with her. 

I told her that I wanted to serve the Lord wherever he might choose to use me. 

Whatever the job and wherever that might be around the world. 

And I was clear that I didn’t want her holding me back, so it wasn’t going to work if she 

wasn’t up for that. 

It was really romantic. 

 

I wanted a wife who was going to double and not halve my ministry. 

Young men, most of the women in this room are shocked at this point, but I highly 

recommend it because you want to ask out a woman who’s got her priorities right and that 

means putting the Lord first. 
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Which means that you’ve got to have your priorities set a little higher than having a nice 

house, a comfortable life, a few kids and an overseas trip every few years. 

But I digress. 

 

She told me that she was up for just about anything, but she just wasn’t willing to lose her 

toenails. 

We’d recently heard some missionaries speak, Brethren missionaries actually, who’d church 

planted in the jungles of the Philippines. 

In the early days, I think it was a four-day walk into the jungle to get to the village and Debbie 

lost all of her toenails on the way. 

Courtney heard that story and decided that she was up for just about anything up to that. 

 

We all have our lines, don’t we? 

For some of us, we’re happy for God to put us through trials, as long as they’re the five-star 

variety. 

For many of us a line is crossed when our family gets affected though. 

Job’s the obvious example here because he lost his whole family in the space of a single 

day. 

His wife helpfully said: 

Job 2:9 NIV11  9 His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse 

God and die!” 

That, friends, is an example of a wife who we’ll generously say halves her husband’s 

ministry. 

Yet Job refused to curse God in his trial regardless of the poor advice that he got from his 

wife and friends. 

 

I know a pastor who was working in another country, rejuvenating some churches that were 

dying. 

Lots of people in the church weren’t Christians and they hated him coming in and disturbing 

the peace by proclaiming the gospel. 

One of them rang up the local school and impersonated him, trying to get the kids unenrolled 

from the school. 

From memory it was a big deal because a for some reason that would mean they couldn’t be 

enrolled back in. 

I’m sure it would’ve been so tempting for him to blame God and demand an explanation from 

him. 
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There’s nowhere I can find in the Bible where God promises that our family won’t be 

affected. 

We don’t get a choice and we don’t actually get to dictate to God what trials we will and 

won’t accept. 

Some trials are going to be easy and others are going to be really hard – that’s life in a fallen 

and broken world. 

 

What are you going to do when you get the sad and distressing news that your or you child 

has got terminal cancer at the age of 24? 

Or if you’re a godly Christian woman but there aren’t any Christian men to marry? 

That’s a trial if you want to get married, but can’t. 

It’s easy to justify getting married to someone who doesn’t trust Jesus on the basis that God 

should’ve provided you with a husband. 

Providing a husband isn’t a promise that God ever makes, but remaining holy is. 

 

While you’re being tested, it’s tempting to blame God by saying that it’s his fault because 

he’s the one tempting me. 

Why would we do that? 

Well, because that makes it God’s fault, of course. 

We can put all of the blame onto him. 

 

When I was young and one of my uncles was visiting me, he was intentionally riling me up. 

I started chasing him, which was fine until we ran past some garden stakes. 

Then things started to get serious. 

He put a door between him and me and in my anger I made holes in the door that remained 

as a testament to this event for a long time. 

The famous line I came out with was, “It’s all your fault Uncle Neil!” 

 

Now, in that situation, he was deliberately provoking me. 

He wasn’t testing my mettle though. 

He wasn’t a neutral observer, and to some degree it was his fault. 

Certainly not all the blame lay with him though. 

God’s not like that, he’s not part of the problem. 

 

God’s character is central to what’s going on here. 
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When we’re tempted to question whether God really is good in allowing things to happen to 

us, we’re putting God in the dock. 

James says, “Don’t.”  Because you can’t. 

And he gives us two reasons for that. 

 

We can’t blame God because of who he is. 

Firstly, God can’t be tempted to do evil, verse 13. 

He just can’t. 

By his very nature, that’s something that he just can’t do. 

Everything that he does is good and so if you accuse him of doing something evil, then quite 

simply, you’re wrong. 

 

And secondly, he doesn’t tempt anyone else to sin either. 

He doesn’t tempt you. 

God’s not sitting in heaven, plotting ways to bring about your downfall. 

God doesn’t test with the intent of causing people to sin. 

God doesn’t put us through trials in the hope of making us fall, he wants us to overcome and 

endure. 

These are tests to be passed in the hope that we will build perseverance and maturity. 

 

Where does the temptation come from then? 

How do you explain what we feel, because it feels very real in the heat of the moment, 

doesn’t it? 

James gives us an uncomfortable but essential truth. 

It’s your own evil desires that lures you into sin. 

You’re the sinner, not God. 

It’s funny how we assume that we’re neutral and God must be the one in error. 

The doctrine of sin says that it’s actually the complete opposite. 

 

James does something important and a little bit clever with the words he uses here. 

The word for ‘being tempted’ is the same word that he used for trials in verse twelve and 

also verse two. 

Trials and temptations are the same thing, even though they sound very different in English. 

I think we typically think of a trial as something that’s more forced on you from the outside. 
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A temptation is more about how you might feel about something on the inside. 

For James, a trial and a temptation are the same. 

 

What’s the difference between a trial and temptation? 

You are. 

Or, at least, your response is. 

What makes an event a trial or temptation is our attitude. 

 

This probably isn’t all that surprising because we know that different people respond 

differently in the same situation. 

One person cruises through a trial while another is weighed down by the very same trial. 

For one person, a pile of cash left in the open would be a huge temptation whereas 

someone else wouldn’t even think once about taking it. 

Violence in movies isn’t a particular poison for me, but when other people see it they’re 

hyped up to go out and do the same thing. 

 

James explains that trials become temptations because our own hearts lead us astray. 

Our evil desires are what lead us astray. 

Have a look at verse fourteen because it’s one to highlight or underline. 

James 1:14 NIV11  14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by 

their own evil desire and enticed. 

We need to hear this important truth because it’s not comfortable and easy to hear. 

 

As we counsel ourselves and others, we don’t need to ask why God is tempting us. 

We need to ask what the misplaced desire WE have is. 

We’ll hopefully get to talk about it more in chapter four, but a question worth asking is “What 

it is that you’re chasing that isn’t being fulfilled?” 

It works when you’re talking to adult as well as with kids. 

It’s worth trying to identify what the misplaced desire is that leads to sin so that you can deal 

with it rather than blame it on God. 

 

Trials can go two ways. 

Let me see if I can show you how it works with a diagram. 

A trial can be a test if it’s accompanied by faith. 
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Remember that a test is something that tests your mettle, but you endure and become more 

mature. 

Passing the test isn’t the end of the line though. 

We go back to the beginning because there are more trials to come, but if you keep following 

that path, then it will eventually lead to life. 

 

A trial is a temptation when you unite the trial with your own evil desires. 

James says that your desires entice and drag you away. 

One of the images is of a fishing hook that captures a fish and drags them up. 

The other image is of a piece of bait laid in a trap to capture an animal. 

Giving into that enticement leads to sin. 

Fortunately, that’s not the end of the story either. 

We go back to the beginning because there are more trials to come, but if you keep following 

that path, then it will lead to death. 

 

The consequences aren’t something that you want to play with. 

They’re serious. 

Sin leads to death when it’s full-grown. 

Sin’s deceptive like that because you think that you’re actually doing okay, getting away with 

it, because there don’t really seem to be any consequences. 

It’s not like you sin and you immediately die. 

And for most of us, death is such a long way off that we convince ourselves that it’s not 

going to happen to us. 

We convince ourselves that either our sin won’t ever actually catch up with us or otherwise 

we’ll have a change of heart and do the very thing we’ve trained ourselves for a lifetime not 

to do and we think we’ll repent of our sin. 

Verse 15: 

James 1:15 NIV11  15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 

when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 

 

If you’re a bit more of a visual person, you might prefer this picture from How People 

Change. 

When heat comes down on us, we can respond in one of two ways. 

A good root will produce good fruit. 

A bad root will produce bad fruit. 
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We need to go to the cross in trials, not blame God. 

 

Every trial is an opportunity. 

It can either be a test that results in growth and life or it’s a temptation that entices us into sin 

and death. 

A believers’ responses determine whether the trial will ultimately prove a test to pass or a 

temptation to sin. 

Don’t blame God for sin and death, it’s your own sinful desires that entice you into sin. 

Do trust God for maturity and life (vv16-18) 

If that’s what you’re not meant to do, what are we to do? 

The answer is to trust God for maturity and life. 

God doesn’t cause temptation, then what does he give people? 

 

James says, “Do not be deceived, brothers and sisters.” 

Many of us think that we’re too smart to get deceived. 

We’re not the one ones who’d give out our personal information in a phishing scam. 

We’re not the ones that send money to Barrister Robert Kevin, personal lawyer to his 

deceased client who’s been tasked to distribute US$20,580,000. 

Yet maybe we’re more deceived than we realise because deception can come from inside of 

ourselves every bit as much as what it might come externally. 

Self-deception is the worst because you can’t see it. 

 

James tells us that “every good and perfect gift is from above.” 

Most people seem to understand this as a poetic way of James saying that God gives good 

things. 

Every good and perfect gift is from above. 

If we say that every good gift is from above, then we’re saying something profound. 

We’re saying that all good gifts come from God. 

The God of the Bible doesn’t just intervene in his creation to do something miraculous every 

now and again. 

Every good thing comes from him since he’s not he source of evil but of everything good. 

 

That is certainly true, but I think that James is also saying something a little deeper here. 
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He’s saying that every mature gift also comes from God. 

I say every mature gift because that’s exactly how the word ‘perfect’ is translated in verse 

four. 

Many translations use maturity there and perfect here. 

 

I think this is a deliberate play on words to remind us that both good gifts and trials come 

from God. 

Trials are gifts that mature us. 

I think that James is saying that you can’t say it’s just one and not the other. 

Now, we’ve got a bit more of a problem because that can be a hard thing for us to take. 

We’re happy for God to send good gifts, but trials?  Not so much. 

 

The big theological word for this is theodicy, which is literally the justice of God. 

It’s understanding how God’s goodness and his omnipotence (great power) fit with the fact 

that there’s evil in the world. 

How can God be good if he allows us to experience trials? 

 

Well, the answer is the God doesn’t tempt us, but he does allow trials in our lives. 

He allows us to be put in situations where we can respond in either one of those two ways. 

God might lead us to a place where we’re tempted, just like he did with Jesus in the 

wilderness in Matthew 4 & Luke 4. 

 

That still doesn’t mean that you can blame him for being enticed away by your evil desires. 

Both the good gifts and the trials that mature can be from him. 

Testing is meant to lead to endurance, then to maturity and ultimately to life. 

It’s our desires that entice us away. 

 

God is our father who gives us likes to give good gifts. 

He’s been that way since the very beginning because he’s the father of lights. 

Most people seem to think that this refers to him as being the one who made the sun, moon 

and stars at the beginning of creation. 

Although it’s also possible that light is a symbol for goodness here. 
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Either way, we know his character hasn’t changed and so he’s not going to start giving bad 

gifts. 

His character doesn’t change throughout the day like the shadows do. 

I noticed it last week out on the lawn talking to people. 

One minute you’d be in the shade and the next minute you feel like you’ve burned to a crisp. 

It happens so fast, but God is constant, unchanging, reliable. 

 

He’s the one who gives consistently, like we’re told in verse five. 

We know the familiar words, 

“Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning 

with thee. 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; as thou hast been, thou 

forever wilt be.” 

The good father who blessed us with a very good world in the beginning continues to give us 

only good gifts. 

Even the ones that mature us. 

 

When we chose to give into temptations, our desires give birth to sin which gives birth to 

death. 

God’s greatest gift though, is that he gives us the gift of new birth. 

God has given us birth through the word of truth. 

That’s the message of the gospel which changes us, transforms us and gives us a fresh 

start. 

 

For the very purpose of being a kind of first fruits of what he’s created. 

God is creating a new people who are being changed from the inside out and given new 

desires. 

Firstfruits is the initial bit of the harvest, the first animal or the first child who are dedicated to 

God with hope in the promise of more to come. 

We are the first part of the new creation, having been reborn, but everything else will follow 

in a new heavens and new earth. 

We start to live differently now and the creation will live differently then. 

 

So, do trust God for maturity and life. 
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Conclusion 

When we go through trials, we want to put God in the dock. 

It’s easier to accuse him for getting us into a mess than to take responsibility for it ourselves. 

But God doesn’t do evil and he doesn’t tempt anyone to do evil. 

The problem is our own evil desires that lead us into sin and ultimately death. 

Blaming God leads to sin and death. Trusting God leads to maturity and life.
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Big Question:  Is God good if he tempts us? 

Big Idea:  Blaming God leads to sin and death. Trusting God leads to maturity and life. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What are some of the themes in the book of James we’ve been introduced to so far?  In 

what way does James deal with them? 

2. How does James’ view of the blessed life differ from Instagram? 

3. Why is loving God important for eternal life? 

4. What are some limits you have on the trials that God is allowed to give you? 

5. Why do we feel justified in blaming God for trials?  What does James say about this? 

6.  What’s the difference between a test, a trial and a temptation? 

7. Diagram out the different ways we can respond to trials and where these lead. 

8. What’s the significance of “every good and perfect gift is from above”? 

9. Why does God’s ‘unchangeability’ matter to the way we face trials? 


