
~ 1 ~ 

The Truth Will Out 

Matthew 26:57-68 

26 February 2023 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  What is the truth about who Jesus is? 

Big Idea:  The truth about Jesus’ identity is clear for everyone to see. 

Introduction 

Has anyone here heard of Pope Formosus? 

As a Protestant, we don’t follow popes and so it’s not very often that I talk about them in my 

sermons. 

I think you’ll enjoy learning about this one though. 

 

We’re used to having lots of denominations today, but before the 1500s, there really was 

only one denomination – the Roman Catholic Church. 

At least in the West. 

500 years before the Reformation – in the 1050s – there was a big split in the church over 

theology and just as importantly, political power. 

 

It divided the church into two – the Eastern church and the Western church. 

A little less than half the churches made up the Latin-speaking West, aligned with Rome. 

Slightly more than half the church was the Greeks-speaking East, aligned with 

Constantinople. 

This split’s often called The Great Schism. 

 

Which us back to Pope Formosus.   

Here’s a photo of a list of popes taken from St Peter’s Basilica. 

As you can see the years 896 and 897 were a bit of a crazy time to be a pope. 

In just those two years, there were six popes! 

 

Pope Formosus died in April 896. 

The pope after him – Pope Boniface VI – lasted a whole two weeks before he died. 

Then came Pope Stephen VII. 

This’s all leading somewhere… I promise! 
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The Eastern and Western churches hadn’t split at this point, but there were still lots of small 

fights over the centuries. 

Pope Formosus was a bit of a peacemaker who was willing to compromise. 

He worked well with the Eastern church to try and find some agreement on several issues. 

But he was also a political animal – like all popes are – who got himself involved in some 

particularly nasty Italian politics. 

 

Pope Stephen thought that Pope Formosus had been a sell-out. 

He wanted his predecessor to stand trial for the things he’d done during his time on the 

papal throne. 

In January of 897, a synod – an assembly of leaders of the church – was held. 

At that trial, Formosus was accused of being an illegitimate pope. 

 

How could they hold a trial, you ask? 

Remember that Formosus had been dead for about eight months at this point. 

Well, Stephen ordered that Formosus’ body be dug out of his grave and brought to stand 

trial. 

They literally propped his body up on a chair and a deacon was appointed to give answers 

on his behalf. 

It’s become known as the Cadaver Synod. 

 

That’s a sham trial if I’ve ever heard of one. 

The defendant wasn’t even living. 

I’m sure that everyone was surprised when the corpse was found guilty.  Psych. 

It was declared that everything that he’d done during his time as pope was null and void. 

Formosus was stripped of his papal robes and thrown into a grave for foreigners. 

They quickly decided that wasn’t enough though, so his body was exhumed – for a second 

time! – before being weighed down with rocks and thrown in the river. 

 

That’s not the end of the story… of course. 

Pope Stephen was strangled to death some months later. 

In December of that same year, another synod was held that reversed the decision to make 

Formosus persona non grata. 

It turns out that his body was recovered after it washed up on a riverbank, so it was dressed 

back in back in papal robes and reburied – for the fourth time! – in Saint Peter’s Basilica. 
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Fun times. 

Events like this are why they say that truth is often stranger than fiction! 

We laugh at what happened because it’s just so ridiculous. 

But they were serious – deadly serious! 

The whole trial was appalling, yet we laugh because it’s so absurd. 

 

This morning, we’re going to be looking at the trial of Jesus. 

It’s so absurd and ridiculous that it makes Formosus’ trial seem sane by comparison. 

And yet the consequences are even more serious. 

Outline 

Our current sermon series is taking us through the last three chapters of Matthew’s gospel. 

These chapters cover the last few days before Jesus goes to the cross. 

It’s all about the power and the passion. 

Jesus’ key mission objectives are about to be met. 

 

Last week, we saw competing agendas in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Judas came to betray Jesus. 

The crowd came to arrest Jesus. 

The disciples wanted to fight for Jesus. 

And Jesus?  He was willing to go along with it all so that the Scriptures would be fulfilled. 

 

We’ll keep following the action today as we see what happens after the crowd with the clubs 

and swords carry him off. 

Jesus is taken to stand trial at the high priests’ house. 

The high priest was an important person with a lot of power in Jewish society. 

He was effectively like our prime minister. 

Part of his job was to lead the people of Israel in their worship of God, but he was also the 

chairman of the ruling council called the Sanhedrin. 

 

Matthew tells us in verse 57 that the high priest was named Caiaphas. 
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There are two other passages in the Bible that say that both Caiaphas AND a bloke named 

Annas were high priests.1 

Contradiction alert. 

The high priest was meant to hold the role until he died, but if you dig into the history, you’ll 

find that the Romans told Annas that he wasn’t allowed to be high priest anymore. 

First Annas’ sons and then his son-in-law Caiaphas got appointed to the role.2 

So, you’ve got two people with claims to being high priest:  Annas, the guy who should’ve 

been high priest for life according to God’s law and Caiaphas, who was high priest according 

to the Romans. 

At least they kept it in the family. 

  

There are teachers of the law and elders there as well. 

So, you’ve got Jesus, the high priest, Scribes, elders. 

Finally, there’s also Peter. 

At the end of the section we looked at last week – in verse 56 – we saw that all of the 

disciples deserted Jesus and fled. 

Peter, along with his mates, snuck off into the darkness. 

 

But Matty tells us that Pete followed the crowd at a distance. 

He doesn’t want to get too close, but he wants to know what’s going to happen. 

He follows along close enough to see the action, but far enough away to prevent him being 

recognised. 

All the way into the high priest’s courtyard, in fact, where he sits down with some of the 

temple police, presumably the ones who came to arrest Jesus. 

At this point Peter doesn’t know which way things are going to go and so he wants to find out 

the outcome. 

Will the truth be revealed? 

 

“The truth will out” is a famous line that I’ve stolen from William Shakespeare to use as a title 

for this talk. 

He used it several times, particularly in The Merchant of Venice. 

It means that the truth will become public. 

Sooner or later, eventually, the truth will be inevitably come out, no matter how much people 

try to cover it up. 
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The purpose of this trial – as far as the high priest and his cronies were concerned – was 

never to find out the truth. 

They’d made their mind up about Jesus long ago and they were determined that he needed 

to die. 

All they wanted to do was to find enough evidence to make sure that they could get rid of 

him once and for all. 

But even as they do, the truth about who Jesus is shines through. 

In other words, the truth about Jesus’ identity is clear for everyone to see. 

 

We’ll see this in three points: 

• Searching for Truth (59-63a) 

• Telling the Truth (63b-64) 

• Facing the Truth (vv65-68) 

Searching for Truth (vv59-63a) 

Firstly, we’ll look at the search for truth. 

 

The chief priests and members of the Sanhedrin are there for the trial. 

Whether this was an official trial or not, the room is filled with the big cheeses in town. 

We can’t be sure if this was the whole Sanhedrin or just a select few because they probably 

only needed 23 of the 70 members to make it legit. 

There’s some evidence to suggest that the whole thing was suss because a trial needed to 

happen during the day, across more than one day and be held in the temple to be 

considered legal. 

However, what we know about these rules for trials comes from something that was written 

quite some time after Jesus, so it’s hard to be sure what was common at this point in time. 

 

The Israelites had a high standard when it comes to sentencing someone to death. 

The Law demands that more than one witness is needed to prove something’s true. 

This was designed by God to stop people telling porky pies. 

And there were severe consequences for telling a lie in these cases. 

The punishment for perjury is the same punishment that would’ve been given to the person 

being tried if they were found guilty because of your false evidence.3 

In this case, it would’ve been death – quite a deterrent! 

 

If you couldn’t find two witnesses that agree, then you don’t have a case. 
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And that’s proving to be difficult for the prosecutors in this trial. 

Many witnesses are coming forward, verse 60, but they can’t find any whose stories 

matched each other. 

Where are the disciples at this point? 

Where are the other people in the crowds who came and saw what Jesus had done? 

There doesn’t seem to be any effort being put into making sure that all sides of the story are 

told at this trial. 

 

Matthew calls them ‘false witnesses’ who give ‘false evidence’ against Jesus. 

That makes it sound like everyone who takes the stand is lying through their teeth by making 

stuff up. 

I’ve come around to thinking that probably wasn’t the case because if it was, they wouldn’t 

be having so much trouble getting stories that agree. 

Secondly, while the leaders of Israel don’t have their hearts in the right place, even still it 

seems a little extreme to think that they’d blatantly ignore the ninth commandment: 

Exodus 20:16 NIV11  16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour. 

 

They’re grasping at straws, but not so much so that they’re willing to listen to just anything. 

The outcome that they’ve decided on is that Jesus must die, but they still need some form of 

evidence, even if it’s not true. 

The evidence they’re after needs to be good enough that hand-on-heart they can convince 

themselves that he’s guilty. 

Preferably something that’ll play well in front of the Romans too. 

 

Finally, two blokes come forward who both seem to have the same story. 

This’s getting warmer. 

It’s the kind of opportunity they’d been looking for. 

You can see it in verse 61: 

Matthew 26:60b-61 NIV11  Finally two came forward 61 and declared, “This fellow 

said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’” 

 

If that sounds familiar to you, it could be because it sounds like the kind of thing that Jesus 

said. 

In 24:2, he said that not a single stone from the temple would be left standing on another 

stone, but there he was talking to his disciples. 

It sounds very similar to what John records for us: 
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John 2:19 NIV11  19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 

again in three days.” 

That is, until you compare them closely. 

The witnesses are accusing Jesus of declaring that he’ll destroy the temple when it’s actually 

the Jews that he accuses of it. 

It’s really YOUS will destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days. 

 

The reason that this was a winner of an argument is that it was something the Romans 

would listen to. 

The Romans didn’t take very kindly to people destroying ancient religious sites. 

Ruining a holy site was considered an offense punishable by death, even if it wasn’t the 

temple of a Roman god. 

Jews were even exempt from paying homage to the Roman Emperors because they 

belonged to an ancient religion. 

They were obliged to make a sacrifice to their God on behalf of the emperor instead. 

If what these witnesses said was true, then Jesus was going to be in some hot water. 

 

The high priest wants this to be all sewn up. 

Hoping that Jesus will incriminate himself, he asks if Jesus is going to answer the charge 

that’s been made against him. 

Jesus isn’t willing to confirm or deny. 

He simply says nothing. 

He exercises his right to remain silent. 

You can’t help but feeling that this fulfills Isaiah 53:7: 

Isaiah 53:7 NIV11  7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth. 

 

The search for truth isn’t going very well at this point. 

Evidence is coming in, but it’s got to be thrown out because it’s contradictory. 

Then, when some evidence comes in that agrees, it’s not quite the truth, the whole truth and 

nothing but the truth. 

Jesus won’t confirm the lie and he certainly won’t defend himself against them. 

 

The Bible’s full of wisdom that in some ways seems obvious, so obvious that we take it for 

granted. 
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One of those is the way that we use witnesses. 

We take it for granted that a witness isn’t meant to lie, but we all know that people lie, even 

under oath. 

There’s plenty of injustice from this happening. 

 

It can be easy to believe the first version of events that we hear. 

Whether it’s in a spat between siblings or a murder trial, the same principle applies across 

the spectrum. 

We mightn’t face that very often in a court of law, but we do every day in other situations. 

Christians are people who care deeply about truth because we follow a God who cares 

about truth. 

That means that we need to be cautious of simply accepting the first account we’re told. 

There’s a proverb that says: 

Proverbs 18:17 NIV11  17 In a lawsuit the first to speak seems right, until someone 

comes forward and cross-examines. 

 

Imagine if you were on trial for a crime that you didn’t commit. 

The rest of your life rests, in a large part, on the twelve members of a jury to make the right 

decision based on the evidence. 

Who would you want on that jury? 

This might be a hypothetical, but it’s a reality every day. 

 

My ultimate would be that the jury was full of Christians. 

People who are thoughtful and have the wisdom of God. 

People who care about righteousness, truth and justice. 

Not just in theory, but people who live and breathe it in practice. 

 

Friends, our community needs us – Christians – to serve on juries. 

I know it can be hard because we can all come up with stuff that it’d be better for us to be 

doing. 

And perhaps I’m a hypocrite for not ever having served on a jury, though it is hard when 

we’re a single-pastor church and you may be empanelled for months. 

But it’s certainly worth thinking about serving in that way if truth really matters. 

 

As people who follow the God of truth, the search for truth matters. 
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What will the outcome be? 

Telling the Truth (vv63b-64) 

Secondly, we see the truth about Jesus is told. 

 

While the two witnesses might’ve seemed like a step in the right direction, clearly it wasn’t 

enough for the high priest. 

He needs something more concrete to go on, so he changes tactics and demands that 

Jesus answer his question. 

He’s not asking Jesus to say something that must be true because it’s said under oath. 

Rather the high priest demands an answer by compelling or forcing Jesus to reply. 

Verse 63:  

Matthew 26:63b NIV11  The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the 

living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 

 

There’s often some doubt and scepticism about exactly what claims Jesus makes about 

himself. 

People will often say that Jesus never claimed to be God. 

It might be true that he doesn’t use those exact words, but that doesn’t mean he was unclear 

about what he was claiming. 

There are plenty of others who clearly pronounce that Jesus is God. 

 

It’s worth noting that in the high priest’s mind, ‘Messiah’ and ‘Son of God’ are equivalent 

terms. 

He’s recognising that Jesus is Messiah AND the Son of God. 

Jesus’s reply is classic:  You have said so. 

Back in chapter 16, Peter blurted out who Jesus is for the first time: 

Matthew 16:16 NIV11  16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God.” 

 

Now, the high priest who wants to see Jesus dead is saying exactly the same thing. 

That Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. 

Jesus doesn’t really even agree with the high priest. 

He doesn’t need to. 
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Instead, he basically says something along the lines of, “Yep, you’re exactly right, what 

you’ve just said is spot on.” 

 

Now the truth’s been revealed. 

It’s out there and it’s been exposed by the very person we’d expect to be hiding it. 

The high priest has made known who Jesus is. 

Jesus is God’s servant, his agent in the world. 

 

Jesus isn’t finished though. 

Now it’s time to add some more petrol to the fire, or perhaps that should be nails to the 

cross. 

He’s got something to say, but I say to all of YOUS: 

Matthew 26:64b NIV11  “But I say to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of 

Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 

Using those words, Jesus is referencing two Old Testament passages. 

Firstly, Daniel 7:13-14, which talks about this figure who looks like a son of man who’ll come 

on the clouds of heaven. 

He’s a powerful figure who’s got the might of God himself. 

He’s got the authority, glory and power of God. 

Daniel 7:13–14 NIV11 13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was 

one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient 

of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and 

sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His 

dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 

that will never be destroyed. 

 

And secondly, Psalm 110:1. 

This’s the most quoted psalm in the New Testament because it talks about God’s servant 

who’s also a king. 

He sits on the same level as God himself. 

This is the verse that Jesus quoted in chapter 22, where he made the argument that that it 

must be God talking and not just David. 

Psalm 110:1 NIV11  1 The LORD says to my lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make 

your enemies a footstool for your feet.” 

Jesus is saying that he’s on the same level as God. 
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Even if all that’s true, I reckon that verse 64 can sound more than a little be confusing. 

Jesus says to them, “From now on you will see [this].” 

Seeing the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One seems unlikely. 

I’ve never seen into heaven, have you? 

And did they really see Jesus hitching a ride on the clouds of heaven? 

I don’t think that’s Jesus’ point. 

 

What the leaders of Israel see before them is what, frankly, looks like a sad and pathetic 

excuse for a human being. 

Jesus is the man who seemed so strong, powerful and in control when he entered the city on 

a donkey like a king in peace time. 

Now he’s been abandoned by his friends. 

He’s in custody and about do die. 

 

Jesus has reached the end of the line though, his destination. 

By the end of the day, he’ll breathe his last breath. 

It’s going to look like’s he’s been defeated until he rises from the grave in three days’ time. 

Then he’ll prove that he’s defeated death and the grave couldn’t contain him. 

Then God will raise him up into heaven to sit at his right hand. 

And from there, one day, Jesus will return a second time to judge the world. 

 

Many people have written Jesus off as a sad and pathetic loser for dying a shameful death 

on a cross. 

He’s anything but, as he reveals for us here. 

Jesus is the son of God, declared by the high priest and affirmed by Jesus. 

The truth will out. 

And very soon, they’re all going to see it. 

 

The true Jesus has now stepped forward. 

No more doing ministry in Galilee, he’s been revealed, unveiled to the public for what he is. 

He’s the Messiah, the son of God. 

Just sayin’, that’s the truth. 
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Facing the Truth (vv65-68) 

Lastly, we see the response of those who face this truth. 

 

Maybe you’re not all that convinced that what Jesus said is really that significant. 

What does it matter if he takes some verses from here and there in the Old Testament and 

applies them to himself? 

Is it really a big deal? 

Does it really matter? 

 

Make no mistake that it was a massive deal to the high priest. 

He tears his clothes in response to what he’s heard. 

This was a sign of great distress and anguish. 

The prophets and leaders throughout the Old Testament act like this when they’re distraught 

beyond words. 

 

As far as he’s concerned, the whole case is now wrapped up. 

There are plenty of witnesses to what Jesus has just said. 

He’s claimed to be God. 

Jesus is either lying or he really thinks that he’s God. 

Either way, he’s blaspheming. 

 

We usually think of blaspheme as using the Lord’s name inappropriately. 

And it is. 

It’s not just saying Lord or Jesus inappropriately as a curse though. 

What constituted blasphemy has changed over time, but it’s really anything that robs God of 

his glory. 

 

The high priest asks them what they think. 

Presumably it’s the crowd who also think that Jesus is undoubtedly worthy of death. 

Because that’s exactly what the Law requires for blasphemy: 

Leviticus 24:16 NIV11  16 anyone who blasphemes the name of the LORD is to be 

put to death. The entire assembly must stone them. Whether foreigner or native-

born, when they blaspheme the Name they are to be put to death. 
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Unfortunately, they can’t stone him to death like the law requires and so they’re going to 

have to take Jesus to the Romans for them to sentence to death. 

 

This is Jesus’ big moment. 

The time that he’s been putting off and delaying throughout his ministry so far. 

The moment when he finally reveals himself to the world for who he is. 

Messiah has come. 

 

And how do they respond? 

Not content with killing him, they begin mocking him. 

So they’re happy to physically abusing him by spitting in his face. 

Striking him with their fists. 

This’s the kind of behaviour that we’d deem to be complete unacceptable. 

 

Then they demand that he prophesies. 

If he really is the Messiah, shouldn’t he be able to tell them who hit him? 

It’s the routine of bullies that’s played out millions of times in history. 

“Who hit you?” 

Prophesy to us, Messiah. 

They don’t ask this to find out the truth, but in an attempt to deliberately humiliate him. 

 

Facing the truth of who Jesus is can be confronting. 

Maybe you’re here and you’re not convinced about who Jesus is. 

Maybe you’re here and you’re starting to realise that Jesus was more than just a man. 

And if he really is God, that has implications for you and your life. 

You can’t just do nothing with that information. 

 

If Jesus is the Lord and Messiah, he must be worshipped. 

If he’s the Lord and Messiah who died for your sins, then you need to repent and believe in 

him. 

Jesus is the Lord and Saviour. 

That’s the truth of who he is. 
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We all need to face the truth of who Jesus is. 

Conclusion 

Here we’ve got a trial that’s not all that interested in the truth. 

A little bit like the Cadaver Synod! 

They didn’t want truth, they just wanted to be able to say, “guilty.” 

And so they go through the theatre. 

 

But the truth will out. 

Jesus isn’t just another crim who was on trial. 

He’s the Son of God was sent to the cross for us. 

He’s God’s Messiah who must be worshipped as God.

 
1 Luke 3:2; Acts 4:6 
2 John 18:13 
3 Deuteronomy 19:16-21 
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Big Question:  What is the truth about who Jesus is? 

Big Idea:  The truth about Jesus’ identity is clear for everyone to see. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What do we learn about the trial from the people who were present? 

2. What was the purpose of this trial? 

3. Why did they find false evidence so difficult to find? 

4. What wisdom does the Bible give us for evaluating evidence? 

5. What does Jesus’ reply in verse 64 tell us about who he is? 

6. Why is the punishment for blaspheme so severe (see Leviticus 24:16)? 

7. Why did they think it was okay to treat Jesus so terribly? 


