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We’re All Gonna Fail 
Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75 

5 February 2023 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  What can we learn from Peter’s denial? 

Big Idea:  Don’t live in denial: our failure is the beginning of the story of God’s grace. 

Introduction 

Who you’re friends with makes a big difference. 

Our friends can have a big impact on us, because they can influence how we think and feel, 

even without us realising it. 

That’s why it’s important to choose your friends wisely. 

 

When I was at school, I was friends with some very smart people. 

Blind Freddy could see that they were much smarter than me. 

They were a good influence on me, pushing me to do better. 

For them, there was never any serious danger of failing. 

 

Amongst these friends and classmates, there were also some clever comedians – they were 

sharp-witted. 

When exam time would come around, most people would be waiting out the front, worried 

and concerned about whether the exam would be hard or easy, and whether they’d done 

enough study to know their stuff. 

Some of my friends had a much more light-hearted approach. 

I remember a few times they’d prepare everyone for the exam by helpfully chanting, “We’re 

all gonna fail.  We’re all gonna fail.” 

Just what everyone needed. 

 

Now, I realise that you’re probably not allowed to do something like that in more enlightened 

times. 

And I’m not saying that this’s wise behaviour. 

However, it was EXACTLY what some people in our class needed to hear. 

Everyone was given a sense of perspective when they were worried about exactly how well 

they’d do. 

See, it was only funny because it was coming from a place of security. 

The reality was that it was unlikely that anyone in that particular class was really going to fail. 
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In our passage today, Jesus does something that’s even more scandalous. 

He tells his disciples that they really are all going to fail. 

We’re left wondering if he’s even allowed to say that and worried about the psychological 

damage that it’s going to have on his followers. 

However, it’s an important dose of reality, a wake-up call as followers of Jesus. 

 

We can face the reality that there will be times when we’re all going to fail from a place of 

security. 

Failure isn’t a reality to be celebrated, but it’s also not the end of the story. 

Although we might fail, our value and worth and eternal security aren’t tied up in what we do, 

but in what Jesus has done for us. 

Our failure allows the goodness of God’s grace in the gospel to shine. 

Outline 

Let me remind you of where we are in Matthew’s gospel. 

Chapter 26 describes some of the things that happened in the last week of Jesus’ life before 

he goes to the cross. 

More to the point, it describes the last day. 

Jesus and his followers are in Jerusalem for a festival and within 24 hours, he’ll be executed 

on a cross. 

 

Jesus spends this last evening with his disciples. 

First, they share a meal where Jesus takes some bread and wine. 

He gives these elements of the meal new significance as he’s about to bring in a new 

covenant or agreement. 

After singing a hymn, they go out to the Mount of Olives, verse 30. 

That’s where we left the account last week. 

 

Someone in our Grace Group (who’ll remain nameless) confessed that she discovered this 

week that the Mount of Olives is a real place. 

A friend of hers recently visited Jerusalem and showed her pictures. 

It really is just outside of Jerusalem. 

The mountain is a little bit higher than the city and was named because of the many olive 

groves on it. 
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In this passage, what we need to see is:  Don’t live in denial: our failure is the beginning 

of the story of God’s grace. 

Jesus gives us a realistic perspective on the human condition – that even his closest 

disciples will fail. 

It’d be a depressing thought to hear that, if it wasn’t for the fact that Jesus will come through 

with his grace. 

 

We’re going to look at two sections of Matthew’s account: 

• Optimistic Denial (vv31-35); and 

• Outright Denial (vv69-75) 

Optimistic Denial 

Firstly, Jesus shows his disciples that they’re living in optimistic denial. 

 

Have you all heard the joke where you ask someone if they’re in denial? 

It leaves them between a rock and a hard place. 

If they say, “Yes,” then they’re agreeing that they’re in denial. 

If they answer, “No,” then they’re denying that they’re in denial, which supposedly proves 

that they are, in fact, in denial. 

That’s kind of what Jesus does with his disciples. 

 

Jesus begins speaking to all of his disciples together. 

He gives them a hard truth – something scandalous – about what’s going to happen later 

that same night. 

All of them – all of the disciples – will fall away. 

 

It’s pretty much a given for Judas after what we saw last week. 

He’s probably slipped quietly away at this point, though it’s hard to be sure exactly when 

since Matthew doesn’t tell us. 

Jesus knows that all of his disciples are going to do something similar. 

Verse 31: 

Matthew 26:31a NIV11  31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall 

away on account of me,  
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This’s meant to have shock value. 

It’s unthinkable because it’s so tragic. 

These are Jesus’ friends, his disciples we’re talking about. 

They’ve been intensively trained and discipled for three years by the master Teacher. 

If anyone’s going to stick by their leader, then surely it’s going to be these men. 

 

We need to remember that following Jesus is dangerous for all kinds of reasons. 

He calls us out on our sin and leaves us with no option but to see our sin and our pride for 

what it really is. 

Having Jesus as the Lord of your life means no longer living your way, but living his way. 

You need to deny yourself, take up your cross and follow him.1 

Following Jesus faithfully means trusting God rather than your own limited understanding 

and that will put you out of step with other people. 

 

In many parts of the world today, it’s dangerous just to be known as a follower of Jesus. 

We can find that hard to believe, let alone remember, here in Australia. 

In Australia, people might look at you quizzically if you say that you’re a Christian. 

We’re largely seen as curious, misguided, but largely harmless. 

 

In other parts of the world, to even be suspected of being a Christian can mean not only 

yourself but your whole family being put in custody. 

Because Christianity is seen as being so dangerous. 

Jesus’ values challenge human authority structures and human beings’ right to rule 

themselves. 

Jesus claims to be the ultimate authority in this world. 

 

Can you imagine having to pack up your family and run for your lives into the darkness?2  

When Boko Haram came to attack Charity’s Christian village in Nigeria, that’s exactly what 

she had to do. 

“I was scared,” Charity’s son shares. “I thought we wouldn’t survive. I grabbed my sister’s 

hand, and we ran.” 

Charity clutched her youngest daughter and quickly placed her on her back in a wrap. 

“We ran away towards the mountains,” says Charity. 

“We were heading in the same direction when a motorbike came toward us. 



~ 5 ~ 

“I got separated from my children. 

“I went with my little girl, and my son ran in a different direction with his sister.” 

Charity ran towards the mouth of a cave and darted inside for shelter with others from the 

village. 

In the darkness, she whispered her children’s names. 

No answer. 

She whispered again and again. 

Silence. 

 

Charity lives in the African country of Nigeria. 

Nigeria is the sixth most dangerous country in the world to be a Christian. 

Despite its Christian majority, the threat of Islamic extremism has made it the most violent 

country in the world to follow Jesus. 

It’s also the country where the greatest number of Christians have been killed for their faith 

in the last year. 

To live as a Christian in that country is especially dangerous. 

 

Jesus isn’t surprised that his disciples will fall away when things get hard for them. 

This isn’t unexpected, at least not to him. 

And to prove his point, Jesus quotes from one of the Old Testament prophets named 

Zechariah.3 

The Old Testament prophets were God’s messengers. 

They were sent to with a message to share with God’s people. 

Zechariah predicted that when the shepherd was struck, the sheep would be scattered. 

Jesus applies this to himself and his disciples. 

He’s the shepherd and his disciples are the sheep that Zechariah was talking about. 

 

How do the disciples respond to this news? 

They’re surprised by what Jesus has to say. 

They’re the ones who are in denial… about denying Jesus. 

 

Peter, dear Peter, as always is quick to open his mouth and offer a reply. 

Not him.  He’ll stand for Jesus forever. 

Notice that in verse 33 he’s talking about facing opposition on account of Jesus. 
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This isn’t just a matter of standing by Jesus when life’s generally hard, but standing by the 

man when he’s the cause of the trouble. 

Peter declares that it doesn’t matter what comes at him, he’s going to stand by his Lord. 

 

Peter compares himself not just to others, but EVERYONE else. 

He’s not completely naïve though, since he knows that there’s people who won’t stand for 

Jesus. 

He’s just convinced that he’s not one of them. 

“Even if THEY all fall away, I NEVER will,” Peter says. 

 

Perhaps just the fact that Peter’s lips are moving should give us pause to think. 

Yes, he’s the one who nails who Jesus is in chapter sixteen when he says, “You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.”4 

He’s also the disciple who seems to suffer the most from foot-in-mouth disease. 

He’s blurted out comments that he later regretted more times than we can count. 

 

Jesus gently but firmly pulls Peter up by predicting what will happen in the future. 

Peter’s commitment will be put to the test. 

And it won’t happen in a week or a month or in three weeks’ time. 

No, his commitment to Christ is going to be tested that very night. 

Matthew 26:34 NIV11  34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before 

the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 

 

Peter.  You.  Will.  Fail. 

Jesus uses that phrase, “Truly I tell you,” when he’s serious about saying something 

important. 

“Despite how insistent you are about this, you WILL disown me,” Jesus says. 

Not just once, not even twice, but three times. 

 

At some points people have made a lot about the time that a rooster crows. 

More specifically, they’ve read into the text a whole heap about when the rooster crows. 

When commentators say that they crowed at 12:30am, 1:30am and 2:30am, I wonder if 

they’ve ever met a rooster? 

As anyone who’s been kept up by one of the blighters will tell you, they can crow at any time 

of the day or night. 
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It’s often as dawn approaches, but not always. 

The important thing, as we’ll see a little bit later, is that this’ll be a sign for Peter. 

 

Far from accepting defeat, Peter digs his heels in and doubles down. 

He claims that he’s even willing to die with Jesus, if that’s what it takes. 

Spoiler alert:  two criminals die on crosses either side of Jesus, but neither one is Peter. 

He doesn’t come good on his declaration. 

 

Peter gets a bad reputation because of these verses. 

He’s so full of certainty. 

Regardless of whether he stands by Jesus or not, the very fact that he categorically says he 

will shows that there’s an element of pride there. 

More than that, he’s contradicting what Jesus has said: 

Matthew 26:35a NIV11  35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will 

never disown you.”  

 

Peter makes three mistakes. 

Firstly, he thinks that he’s better than everyone else. 

They might fall away, but he’ll stick to Jesus. 

Which shows that secondly, he’s got complete confidence in himself, not leaving room to 

humbly question or doubt himself. 

Thirdly, he’s in denial of what Jesus says. 

Peter thinks that he knows better than Jesus. 

 

Peter’s not alone though. 

It’s easy to skip over the last part of verse 35 without its significance really hitting home. 

Matthew tells us, “And all the other disciples said the same.” 

Peter might be the only one who verbalises it, but he’s the spokesperson who reveals what 

all of the disciples are thinking. 

They’re all convinced that none of them will betray Jesus. 

 

Jesus’ comment should make us pause and think. 

It’s not just Peter who’ll fall away from Jesus, it’s all the disciples. 

This seems to be universal rather than unique to one person. 
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Which should maybe make me wonder whether it’s true of me? 

 

If you’ve been a Christian for a while, you’ve probably done the thought experiment, “If push 

came to shove, would I stand up for Jesus?” 

Some of us know that there’s no way we’d be putting our neck on the line for Jesus. 

Others of us think that maybe we might, but we’re not really sure. 

There are others of us who are convinced that we’ll follow Jesus to death, no matter what. 

To some degree, I don’t think you can know which one you are until you’re in that situation. 

 

Thomas Cranmer was a theological giant. 

He was one of the key leaders in the English Reformation and served as the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. 

Like all theological giants other than Jesus, there are plenty of things that he messed up and 

got wrong. 

I certainly wouldn’t agree with everything he said and did. 

 

However, even though you mightn’t have heard of him, Cranmer left a great legacy that’s 

impacted millions of people. 

He wrote the Church of England’s Book of Common Prayer and what would become the 

Thirty-Nine Articles. 

When I read his prayers, I’m blown away because they’re just so rich. 

I freely admit that he had a far deeper understanding of the Scriptures than I have and you 

can hear it in what he wrote. 

 

That meant he was in trouble when the Roman Catholic Queen Mary I took the throne of 

England. 

She became known as Bloody Mary because of all the Protestant ministers she sentenced 

to death. 

Because he was a Protestant leader, Cranmer was put in prison for two and a half years, 

mostly in solitary confinement, for treason and heresy. 

Mary knew that if he recanted his beliefs that we’re saved by grace alone through faith alone 

apart from the Roman Catholic Church, Protestantism would probably end. 

 

Cranmer wrote to a friend, saying that he was praying to God, asking for the grace to 

endure. 

Yet, he ended up doing something that would seem unimaginable from the bloke who wrote 

the Prayer Book. 
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He recanted or denied his beliefs based on the Bible about how we’re saved. 

In total, Cranmer signed six recantations under duress. 

It looked like Cranmer fell away from Jesus. 

 

Even still, he was sentenced to be burned at the stake – yes that really did happen in history 

– in Oxford on 21 March 1556. 

On the day Cranmer was to be executed, he publicly stated that he was wrong to reject his 

Protestant beliefs. 

He announced that did hold to what he’d taught. 

And as the flames came towards him, he held out the hand that he signed the recantation 

with so that it’d be burned first. 

“And when the wood was kindled, and the fire began to burn near him, 

stretching out his arm, he put his right hand into the flame, which he held 

so steadfast and immovable (saving that once with the same hand he 

wiped his face), that all men might see his hand burned before his body 

was touched.”5 

 

What’s this got to do with us? 

Hopefully there’ve been times in your life where you’ve had a mountain-top Christian 

experience. 

They often happen literally on mountain tops at Christian camps and conferences. 

Those moments when you know God deeply and you’re enthused. 

Times when your mind is dominated by thoughts like: 

Philippians 4:13 NIV11  13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 

Moments when you feel so convinced and energised and committed like Peter did. 

It feels like Peter could easily sing the words of Martin Luther in his famous hymn, 

And though this world, with devils filled, 

should threaten to undo us, 

we will not fear, for God has willed 

his truth to triumph through us. 

The prince of darkness grim, 

we tremble not for him; 

his rage we can endure, 

for lo! his doom is sure; 

one little word shall fell him. 

 

We’re foolishly optimistic – we’re in denial – if we think that we’re spiritually invincible 

though. 
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We don’t have Jesus telling us directly that we’re going to deny him, like Peter did, but we’re 

deluding ourselves if we think that we’re never in danger of straying from what God’s said. 

That’s called pride. 

If one of the best trained disciples in the world can turn their back on Jesus, then it’s 

certainly possible for little old me. 

 

We need to take this seriously, but I’m also not sure that it’s clear that he’s talking about a 

complete rejection of Jesus. 

I’d prefer not to use the term fall away because that opens up a whole heap of other 

theological questions, but let’s at least say stray away. 

Peter wasn’t out once and for all because of what he did. 

But this should teach us that there will be times when you and I will fail our Lord. 

 

Maybe you’re here this morning and you’re denying Jesus because you don’t even know 

him. 

You’ve never known him or you’ve rejected a version of Jesus that’s different to how God 

reveals his son in the Bible. 

It doesn’t matter because the consequence of your denial is the same. 

You’re living your life your own way, rather than God’s. 

That doesn’t please God, so don’t have an opinion of yourself that’s too high. 

 

In this first section of verses, we’ve seen Peter’s optimistic denial of what Jesus says. 

Let’s not live in optimistic denial ourselves. 

Outright Denial 

Secondly, we see outright denial. 

 

I’ve struggled with what’s the best way to structure this whole section. 

The storylines in this part of the gospel interweave with each other, but I think the best thing 

to do is to change how Matthew presents this and skip forward to the end of the chapter. 

Picking up at verse 69, we see how this played out in Peter’s life. 

 

In-between, Jesus has been arrested. 

And when that happened, Jesus says that everything’s happened to fulfil the writings of the 

prophets.6 
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That includes the fact that ALL the disciples deserted Jesus. 

When Jesus was arrested, they all scampered and disappeared into the night, which you 

can see that if you look at the end of verse 56. 

 

Jesus gets dragged off to face a kangaroo court at the high priests’ home. 

Presumably, Peter’s circled back around because we’re told in verse 58 that he followed 

Jesus at a distance. 

It’s quite possible that John was there as well, but we only know that from his gospel.7 

Verse 69 places Peter in the courtyard. 

At the very same time that Jesus is on trial in the courtroom of the high priest, Peter’s on trial 

outside in the courtyard. 

 

A young girl comes to Peter. 

Women aren’t mentioned much in Matthew’s gospel until the woman who prepared Jesus’ 

body for burial with perfume earlier in chapter 26. 

Now, there’s another girl on the scene. 

She’s a servant girl which puts her squarely on the very bottom of the social pecking order. 

In that culture, she was almost a nobody. 

 

This girl comes up to Peter and says, “You also were with Jesus of Galilee.” 

That’s not a question, it’s a statement. 

It doesn’t necessarily mean that she was there at the arrest. 

Jesus’ ministry was very public and so chances are that she would’ve seen Peter around 

with Jesus at some point. 

 

It’s also kind of derogatory the way she says it, though. 

She calls him “Jesus of Galilee” which has a certain superior ring to it. 

It’s a bit like calling someone Jason from Logan, with that little inflection that suggests he 

stinks a little because of it. 

Even Judas called Judas Rabbi, but there’s no honour here at all for Jesus from this girl. 

 

How’s Peter going to respond? 

We’ve just heard Peter declare that he’s willing to die with Jesus if necessary. 

Someone, probably Peter, pulled out a sword, ready to attack when soldiers when they 

came to arrest his Lord.8 
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Surely a lowly servant girl won’t be too concerning to him. 

 

What a shock, then, when he denies Jesus. 

In fact, he denies even knowing what she’s talking about. 

“I don’t know what you’re talking about.” 

It seems a little far-fetched to think that he wouldn’t have heard of Jesus or seen the 

commotion of the trial that was going on around them. 

Whatever people thought of Jesus, he was almost impossible to miss. 

Strike one. 

 

Peter makes a tactical withdrawal, pulling back away from the bright light of the fire in the 

courtyard to the gate at the front of the complex. 

While he’s there, a second servant girl recognises him. 

She tells the people standing around that he was there with Jesus. 

He’s outed for a second time. 

 

This’s speculating a bit, but I think that it’s possible that she wasn’t even trying to get Peter in 

trouble. 

In the court, they were trying to produce witnesses who’d testify against Jesus.9 

Perhaps the girl’s thinking, “Here’s a potential witness amongst the crowd.” 

Yet you don’t get any sense that Peter was trying to step forward and tell the real story about 

his Lord. 

 

Peter denies knowing Jesus once again. 

This time he ups the ante by denying it with an oath though. 

Peter tries to prove his truthfulness by making an oath, swearing that he’s telling the truth. 

He promises that he’ll be cursed if he’s lying. 

Yet that’s exactly what he does; he’s deliberately lying here. 

Strike two. 

 

A little bit of time passes and perhaps Peter thinks that he’s managed to get away with it. 

Some of the people standing around decide that they’re going to confront him. 

None of them had seen him with Jesus, however they say that his accent gives him away. 
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Jesus and his mates were all from the northern part of Israel called Galilee. 

In fact, most of Jesus’ ministry happened there. 

It was only at the start of chapter nineteen that Matthew tells us that Jesus left Galilee and 

started heading towards Jerusalem. 

Up to that point, most of his ministry was in Galilee. 

Jesus and his disciples sounded like they’d come from that part of the world perhaps 

because of some of the words they used or the way they pronounced them. 

 

Most of my extended family live up in North Queensland. 

Yous can tell where they come from because of the way that they speak, eh. 

The same was true in the first century. 

To the hoity toity people up in Jerusalem, Peter and his friends probably sounded like 

country hicks. 

 

The people around him seem to assume that if he came from Galilee, he MUST be 

associated with Jesus. 

Peter digs himself in even deeper by lying again. 

Peter starts by calling down more curses on himself, trying to prove that he’s telling the truth 

to the people who are watching on. 

Completely disregarding his Lord and the importance of truthfulness, even as he calls on the 

name of the Lord to prove that he’s not lying. 

This isn’t just back-pedalling, it’s adding insult to injury. 

He swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 

Strike three. 

 

*** Long pause *** 

Immediately, a rooster crowed. 

*** Pause *** 

It seems that it was only then that Peter remembered what Jesus had said to him. 

Three times Peter would disown Jesus – deny any association with him whatsoever. 

His policy was deny, deny, deny. 

High King Peter the Magnificent wasn’t so brave now, was he? 

 

How does Peter respond? 
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He went outside and wept bitterly. 

I imagine him asking through tears, “What have I done?” 

For all of his certainty, he’d denied Jesus three times. 

That’s the last we hear of Peter in Matthew’s gospel, although he’s there amongst the other 

disciples. 

 

Peter’s failure isn’t something to be celebrated or followed. 

There’s no sense in what he’s done being a good thing. 

There’s lots of things that Peter did wrong. 

It was hardly his finest moment when he denied knowing Jesus. 

Then calling curses down made it even worse. 

 

How are we meant to respond to this? 

Many of the people who’ve gone before us have stuck the boot in while he was down. 

They take the moral high ground and lay into condemning Peter. 

That’s not a completely wrong impulse because he did deny Jesus. 

 

However, there’s something universal in his experience. 

Even as we can say that what Peter did was wrong, we know that we do the same thing. 

Peter doesn’t want us to follow in his example in this way. 

He’s there as an example to warn us about falling into the same trap. 

Later in the New Testament, he writes: 

2 Peter 3:17–18 NIV11 17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, 

be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and 

fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

He wrote to warn people so that they wouldn’t fall. 

 

Peter denied his denial, but we need to remember that Jesus expected it. 

It didn’t catch him by surprise at all. 

This doesn’t mean that we’re meant to celebrate Peter’s failure and go and do the same 

thing, but it does mean that we need to understand the gospel. 

Peter’s failure isn’t where the story ends. 
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Jesus said all the way back towards the beginning of the book that if you want to enter the 

kingdom of heaven, you need to be more righteous than the Pharisees. 

You’ve got to be more like Jesus than the godliest person know. 

In fact, you’ve got to be perfect to enter Jesus’ kingdom. 

Peter’s certainly fallen short of that standard. 

And so do we all. 

We’re all gonna fail. 

 

That’s precisely why Jesus died. 

He died to pay for our sin. 

He died to make right the offense that’s caused by all of our failings. 

Jesus went to the cross so that our sins can be forgiven. 

 

Jesus knew that his death wasn’t the end of the story. 

Those of you who’ve been following along carefully will have noted that I skipped over verse 

32. 

When it all seems to come to an end at the cross, the disciples are going to head home with 

empty hands and heavy hearts. 

Returning home means going back to Galilee where they came from. 

But Jesus is going to beat them there. 

He’ll arrive there even before they do. 

Last one home’s a rotten egg! 

 

Peter denied Jesus outright, but that doesn’t mean Jesus denied him, never wanting 

anything more to do with him. 

And the same thing’s true of all the other disciples too. 

They met the risen Lord Jesus who died for them. 

Jesus meets our failure with grace. 

It’s with the security of his grace that we can admit it when we fail. 

We’re not perfect, but Jesus is. 

Even when we deny him outright. 
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Conclusion 

Last week, we looked at two different eras – Passover before Jesus and the era of Jesus 

being our Passover lamb. 

The cross and the resurrection are about to happen and they’ll change everything. 

The risen Lord Jesus tells his disciples in our memory verse that all authority in heaven and 

earth has been given to him. 

Jesus will be with them until the end of the age. 

This account shows us what it was like for Peter to act alone. 

He failed in his own strength, but with Jesus everything changes. 

 

Earlier, I shared a verse that Luther wrote about being victorious. 

When Luther wrote that verse, it wasn’t on its own. 

There was another stanza that came before it. 

In that stanza, he makes clear that it’s only possible with Jesus on our side: 

Did we in our own strength confide, 

our striving would be losing, 

were not the right Man on our side, 

the Man of God's own choosing. 

You ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is he; 

Lord Sabaoth his name, 

from age to age the same; 

and he must win the battle. 

 

Don’t live in denial. 

When we trust in our own strength and striving, we’ll fail. 

But with Jesus on our side, there is victory. 

Our failure is the beginning of the story of God’s grace. 

He meets our failure with his grace.
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Big Question:  What can we learn from Peter’s denial? 

Big Idea:  Don’t live in denial: our failure is the beginning of the story of God’s grace. 

Discussion Questions 

1. How does Jesus know that his disciples will fall away? 

2. What do you think ‘falling away’ means here? 

3. What three mistakes does Peter make? 

4. If Peter fled when Jesus was arrested, how come he’s in the high priests’ courtyard? 

5. How did Peter respond to being associated with Jesus? 

6. What does Peter’s response tell us about what he’d done? 

7. What comfort is offered by verse 32? 

8. If Peter is a unique example in history, what can we learn from this as Christians today? 


