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See Him Coming 

Matthew 24:15-31 

14 August 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  You won’t miss Jesus’ return that’ll end this age of evangelism and distress. 

Big Question:  When will the temple in Jerusalem fall?  What will be the sign of your 

coming? 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, as we worship you by listening to you speak to us through your Word this 

morning, our hope is that our love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 

insight, so that we may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ — to 

the glory and praise of you, our Father.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

Amen. 

Introduction 

Once upon a time, there was a little chicken called Chicken Licken. 

Her other aliases include Henny Penny and Chicken Little. 

One day an acorn fell from a tree and hit Chicken Licken on the head. 

Chicken Licken thought that the sky was falling down. 

So she ran off to tell the king. 

 

As you probably know, on the way she meets a number of other barnyard fowl whom she 

recruits to her cause. 

Finally, they come across Foxy Loxy who tells them, “I know where to find the king. 

“You had better all follow me.” 

Foxy Loxy led them straight into his den, where his wife and their little foxes were waiting for 

their dinners. 

So Chicken Licken never found the king to tell him that she thought the sky was falling down. 

 

I think it’s helpful for us to have that story in the back of our minds as we study this passage 

this morning. 

We’re dealing with an area of theology called eschatology or “end things”. 

It’s an area of theology that Christians can disagree about without needing to divide over 

because it’s not an area that’s crystal clear. 

I’m convinced that God’s told us everything we need to know, so I agree with Dan Doriani, 

who said: 
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“When Jesus gives instruction concerning future events, his purpose is not 

to satiate our curiosity or answer all or our speculative questions. Instead, 

his purpose is to protect and guide and instruct his people.”1 

It’s so easy for us to fall into speculation when it comes to eschatology. 

As I put down a commentary last night, without really thinking about it, I found myself saying 

out aloud, “Well, that’s garbage,” because it was full of pages and pages of pure speculation 

and little Bible. 

 

As we read Matthew 24, we don’t want to be like Chicken Licken – wrongly interpreting the 

data. 

May we be kept from misunderstanding the signs of the times and thinking that the sky’s 

falling when it’s not. 

And we certainly don’t want to be led astray, trapped and killed by our own Foxy Loxy – or 

false messiahs as Jesus calls them. 

Jesus gives us everything we need to know to be clear about his return when it happens. 

That’s why Jesus prepares his disciples as he answers their questions. 

Outline 

We’re in the Olivet Discourse which can be found in Matthew 24 and 25. 

After a series of confrontations where the Scribes and Pharisees tried to trap him, Jesus 

denounced them with seven woes of judgement in chapter 23. 

Now he’s left the temple and is standing on Mount Olivet, overlooking the temple. 

His disciples are a bit confused about why the Messiah would be leaving the temple rather 

than using it as the stage to launch his career as the Messiah of Israel. 

Completely opposite to their expectations, Jesus tells them that instead of being the castle of 

his kingdom, the temple in Jerusalem’s going to be destroyed. 

Not surprisingly, the disciples have some questions, verse 3: 

Matthew 24:3 NIV11  3 “As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 

came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be 

the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”” 

 

There are basically three different ways that people read this part of Matthew’s gospel. 

Those who understand that Jesus is talking about events that happened in the past can be 

described as Preterists. 

Those who understand that Jesus is talking about events in the future can be called 

Futurists. 

Then there are those who think that they cover the past and the future. 
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These are called Partial-preterists. 

Let me be clear that I think there are strengths and weaknesses with each of these views. 

It’s fun to kick around different pros and cons in Grace Groups, but I’m the one stuck with 

preaching this. 

And you can’t preach it three different ways at the same time, so I’m putting my hat in for the 

final one. 

I think these chapters are best understood as talking about both the past and the future. 

 

As I understand it, Biblical prophesies can have several fulfilments, even if some of them are 

partial ones. 

Last week I used the analogy of prophecies being like skipping stones. 

There can be multiple times they touch the water and find fulfilment over the course of 

history. 

Regardless of how we read this though, we need to do our absolute best to try and read 

what the text says and not read in what we want. 

 

Last week, we looked at what I understand to be NOT signs of the destruction of the temple 

or the end in verses four to fourteen. 

Persecution, wars, natural disasters, people turning their backs on Jesus – none of these 

things are unusual or a sign of the end or Jesus’ return. 

Instead, they’re things that should always be expected by Jesus’ people this side of his 

resurrection. 

 

In the verses we’re looking at today, it’s genuinely tricky to work out exactly what’s past, 

present and future. 

However we understand this passage though, we must make sense of Jesus responding to 

the questions his disciples asked. 

Jesus is answering the disciples’ questions about the fall of the temple and his own 

appearing. 

Influenced by our Western culture, most of us are obsessed with time and that’s what most 

of the disputes here are over. 

I think it’s better to use the disciples’ questions to understand Jesus’ answer. 

Even if it might seem a little artificial, the safest course is to see Jesus answering each of the 

disciples’ three questions. 

Our outline is going to look like this as we look at the first two questions: 

• When will the temple in Jerusalem fall?  (vv15-21) 

• What will be the sign of your coming? (vv22-31) 

o Obvious (vv22-28) 
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o The Son of Man (vv29-31) 

 

The big idea that we’re going to see this morning is that you won’t miss Jesus’ return 

that’ll end this age of evangelism and distress. 

When will the temple in Jerusalem fall?  (vv15-21) 

In this first section, Jesus talks about the temple being destroyed. 

Jesus didn’t give his disciples a fixed date, but he said they wouldn’t miss it. 

 

They’ll know that the temple’s about to go when they see “the abomination that causes 

desolation” standing in the “holy place”. 

What exactly is the “the abomination that causes desolation”? 

It kind of sounds mystical and deliberately vague. 

That also means Christians disagree over exactly what it means! 

 

An abomination is something that causes disgust or loathing. 

It’s a word that’s often associated with idolatry in the Bible. 

Desolation is emptiness or destruction. 

It’s the same word used by Jesus in 23:38 to describe how the house in Jerusalem is going 

to be left. 

It’s something so sacrilegious that true worship of God is obliterated. 

 

Jesus didn’t mean to be vague or obtuse though. 

He gives us a hint about what this phrase means by saying that it was spoken about through 

the prophet Daniel. 

In fact, Daniel uses the exact phrase three times. 

Daniel 9:27 NIV11  27 “He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the 

middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he 

will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is 

poured out on him.”” 

Daniel 11:31 NIV11  31 ““His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple 

fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination 

that causes desolation.” 

Daniel 12:11 NIV11  11 ““From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the 

abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.” 

When you read those chapters in context, it’s clear that the abomination in Daniel is idolatry. 
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And the result is the destruction of right worship. 

 

Jesus said, “Let the reader understand.” 

That’s a funny thing for him to say to his disciples when he’s speaking to them out loud. 

The point is that the reader of Daniel should understand that the destruction of the temple 

Jesus is talking about is a fulfilment of what Daniel said. 

Jesus is drawing the attention to anyone who’s reading Daniel to the true meaning of these 

passages, remembering that both the Scribes and the Pharisees, as well as their ancestors, 

are guilty of ignoring the messages of the prophets. 

 

No matter what your persuasion is, most people seem to take Daniel’s prophecy as having 

been fulfilled in about 168 BC. 

See, now you’ve got ME making charts! 

The Syrian king Antiochus IV Epiphanes marched into Jerusalem where he set up an altar to 

Zeus in the temple and sacrificed a pig on it.2 

He made practicing Jewish religion a capital offense. 

All the details of that event seem to fit really nicely with what Daniel prophesied. 

So it was a fulfillment ahead of Daniel’s time, but before Jesus’. 

 

Yet Jesus seems to be clearly saying that there will be ANOTHER fulfilment of the same 

prophecy in the future. 

Skip #1 – Fulfilment with Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 

The question is what the second fulfilment is. 

There are at least two reasons that I think Skip #2 is the destruction of the Jerusalem temple 

by the Romans in AD70. 

Firstly, this whole discussion kicked off because Jesus said that the temple would be 

destroyed in verse two. 

We know that happened in AD 70 when the Roman general Titus marched into the 

Jerusalem after holding the city to siege for five months. 

The soldiers carried the Roman flags into the temple before destroying it so that no one 

could worship in it any longer. 

It was really rough for anyone who was in Jerusalem at the time. 

 

The second reason is that Jesus says there should be a response to “the abomination of 

desolation”. 

The reason he wants them to look out for it is so that they’ll respond. 
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And that response is very particular – for people living in a very particular place and culture. 

This’s for the people of Judea – not just the people of Jerusalem but the whole region 

around it as well. 

But not for anyone beyond that, not for the whole world. 

 

They’re meant to flee to the mountains where they can hide out in the caves. 

When they go, they should go with great urgency. 

Don’t even go down from the roof of the house to get your stuff. 

Most houses had external stairs to get from the roof where you hang out to the room below. 

But there won’t be time to make that dash, instead they’ll have to run over the rooftops to 

flee. 

It’s a case of either your stuff or your life. 

It’s the same for those working in the fields; there won’t be time to grab the cloak you left on 

the fence post down the other end of the paddock. 

 

Why will it bad for pregnant women and nursing mothers? 

They won’t be able to run very easily and so they’re the ones who are most likely to be 

harmed. 

I don’t think I’ll ever forget the days of road tripping with small children. 

It was excruciating slow having to constantly stop to feed the baby. 

I distinctly remember having to stop at a beach in Bowen because we’d hit the magic 

number of hours since the last feed, even though we really needed to get some kilometres 

covered. 

 

Hope that it won’t happen during the winter either because it’s going to be much harder to 

travel in the cold and darkness of that season. 

Or on the Sabbath when the shops are closed and there won’t be help. 

This’s clearly going to happen at a time and place when a strict Sabbath is still being kept. 

 

There are several arguments made for why this CAN’T be describing the temple falling in AD 

70. 

One of those is that many people didn’t actually flee but holed up in Jerusalem for a siege. 

But remember that not all of Jerusalem listened to and obeyed Jesus’ words. 

There is also some good evidence that many of the Christians did, in fact, flee Jerusalem at 

that time. 
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The reason for the flight is that this will be a very significant event, we’re told in verse 21. 

An event that will cause great distress. 

Unlike the events of verses 4-14, it’s unique, a one-off thing. 

So big, in fact that nothing like it happened since the beginning of the world and won’t be 

again. 

Matthew 24:21 NIV11  21 “For then there will be great distress, unequalled from the 

beginning of the world until now—and never to be equalled again.” 

 

Some people see this as an entirely future fulfilment that hasn’t happened by 2022. 

I don’t think that’s likely. 

Many argue that if verse 21 is true, then this couldn’t be the destruction of the temple. 

There have been much bigger events since, like World War II, which affected far more 

people globally and far more Jewish people specifically. 

I don’t want to undermine the tragedy of those events in any way, but I also think that way of 

thinking underestimates what a travesty it was to lose the temple. 

That would’ve been absolutely devastating for the Jewish people. 

Without the temple, they were cut off from the place they could meet with God Almighty. 

It required a lot of Judaism to be reinterpreted spiritually from that point on. 

Now, I’ll admit that in the background is probably my expectation that the temple will never 

be rebuilt in the same way on that particular geographical site. 

Just as others are driven by their expectation that it will. 

 

Or as skip #3, it could be that the destruction of Jerusalem as a foreshadowing of the final 

events of history. 

I’m not totally sure, but I think not because Jesus says that those events will never be 

equalled again. 

The magnitude of the importance of this type of event mean it will only happen once. 

I think Jesus is saying Daniel’s prophecy is a double fulfilment, not a triple one. 

 

I think that this point was for that first generation of disciples more than Jesus intended it for 

us. 

Understandably, they thought the end of the temple was the end of the world. 

But they’re two separate events that shouldn’t be mistaken for each other. 
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For us then, don’t think that we’ve missed the boat – that Jesus has come back and we’ve 

missed his return. 

The destruction of the temple isn’t the sign of the end. 

 

The main thing that Jesus is doing is answering the disciples’ question:  When will the 

temple in Jerusalem fall? 

You’ll know it when you see the troops marching in to destroy the temple. 

Something many of them would’ve seen in their own lifetime. 

What will be the sign of your coming? (vv22-31) 

The second question the disciples ask is, “What will be the sign of your coming?” 

Jesus says that there won’t really be a sign. 

The Son of Man coming will be the sign and you won’t be able to miss it. 

When the sky really is falling, you will know about it and your friends won’t need to be told. 

Obvious (vv22-28) 

The coming of Messiah will be obvious. 

 

In this next section, Jesus talks about what’ll happen in “those days”. 

Which days are those exactly? 

Some say that it’s all the time since the resurrection, but I tell you that it seems more likely to 

me that it’s the same ‘those days’ as in verse nineteen. 

In other words, the days of the temple’s destruction. 

 

Those days were cut short, otherwise no one would survive. 

The destruction that happened in AD 70 was mammoth and severe, but it was still limited. 

It was a one-time event that came to an end. 

Jesus says that God has shortened that time for the sake of his chosen people, otherwise no 

one would survive. 

His righteous judgement is going to come on his people; the temple will be destroyed 

because many have rejected him as Messiah. 

But he’s not going to crush his chosen people and grind them into the ground. 

Like a hen, he’s going to gather his chicks under his wing. 
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I think this verse is meant to be a comfort that it will be severe but short, and that God’s 

looking after them. 

 

In those circumstances, it’d be natural to look for a sign of Messiah coming to rescue them. 

In some ways, it sounds like a repeat of what we heard in verse five. 

There, the warning was not to follow false Messiahs. 

The point Jesus is making here is slightly different though – that you don’t need a sign of 

Messiah because he’ll be obvious. 

If you need someone to point Messiah out to you, you’ve encountered a counterfeit. 

Like Foxy Loxy trying to lead the barnyard fowl into his den. 

Don’t fall for it. 

Matthew 24:23 NIV11  23 “At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the 

Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it.” 

 

There will be false prophets and messiahs; have no doubt. 

They’ll even look powerful and impressive because they’ll perform signs and wonders so that 

they look authentic. 

Just like the magicians of Egypt were able to counterfeit the signs and wonders of Moses, 

they might look like the real deal. 

Be warned: don’t get sucked in. 

 

We think spotting fakes is easy, but it’s not. 

One of the part-time pastors at Holland Park is also a watchmaker by trade. 

He’s very experienced, but he tells me that the fake watches out now are so good that he 

can’t spot the difference between a fake and the real thing. 

You’ve got to be a specially trained expert who can check many, many small details to be 

able to spot a fake Rolex from a real one. 

Some of these false prophets and messiahs are that good too, so don’t fall for them. 

Be careful because deceiving others is the name of their game. 

Jesus has warned you in advance, verse 25: 

 Matthew 24:25 NIV11  25 See, I have told you ahead of time. 

 

How do you spot a fake, one of these imposters? 

Well, they’re going to be hiding out in an obscure corner. 
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Don’t think that you need to go out into the wilderness – into a deserted place – to find 

Messiah. 

And don’t think that you’ve got to go and find him in some hidden room where he’s locked up 

and hidden away. 

Charlatans like to show off their special knowledge or ability, but they often thrive on 

secrecy. 

Not the real Messiah. 

He’s not going to be found in some unusual place, he’s going to be there to be seen by all. 

  

You don’t need some special sign, when the true Messiah is coming, he’s going to be 

revealed to everyone. 

Just like the lightning Jesus talks about in verse 27. 

Living in Brisbane, we’re all used to summer thunderstorms. 

When there’s lightning in the sky, it’s obvious no matter where you are. 

Lightning in the east can be seen in the west. 

You can see it from everywhere. 

Matthew 24:27 NIV11  27 “For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in 

the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.” 

We’ll talk about the Son of Man a little bit more in a little bit, but basically, it’s a way Jesus 

talks about himself. 

When the Son of Man comes, you won’t need a sign, it’ll be as obvious as lightning in the 

night sky. 

 

He uses a second analogy to make the same point. 

Wherever there’s a carcass, vultures are going to be gathered there. 

There are lots of different explanations of the vultures, but I think it describes the second 

coming of Christ. 

You can’t help but miss it. 

 

When you’re fanging up the road, you can often see roadkill on the road ahead. 

Sometimes it’s because of the animal itself, but often because of the birds around it who all 

fly away when you get closer. 

Sometimes you just can’t miss roadkill in the distance because of the bird activity – they 

can’t keep away. 

Jesus’ return will be just as obvious. 
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Jesus says this for a reason. 

He wants them to know what to do and what to expect. 

Don’t be too keen to look for signs of Jesus coming back or you’ll likely be deceived by false 

claims. 

For instance, the Watch Tower Society publications teach that Jesus Christ returned invisibly 

and began to rule in heaven as king in October 1914. 

The biggest problem with that is that it’s the very opposite of what Jesus himself said! 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are wrong. 

 

In my experience, people are drawn to truth, but they’re also drawn to conviction and 

certainty. 

“Your pastor is a goose because he isn’t even certain about the things that’ll happen in the 

future.” 

Well, let me assure you that your pastor IS a goose, but I don’t think it’s for that reason. 

I want to be certain and clear on the gospel because I think it’s clear. 

Jesus died to atone for our sins and rose to show that God approved of what he did. 

If you want to be saved, you need to die to our sin and united with him, walk in newness of 

life. 

There is only one way to God – through Jesus Christ – and so we need to repent of our sin 

and come to him for mercy. 

I’m happy to be clear on the gospel and try as hard as I can to live out that conviction. 

But I’m not going to be dogmatic about eschatology because the Bible’s less clear in this 

area. 

 

Be careful of false claims, regardless of who’s making them. 

What do you do when someone comes up and says, “Did you know that the Bible says that 

God is mother?” 

That’s the claim of a Korean cult that’s active in Brisbane. 

You can be caught off-guard if you don’t know the Bible says that because they’ll take you to 

a verse. 

They’ll even make a case that sounds plausible from the Bible. 

What they won’t do is read those verses in context because they don’t say what they claim. 

Be careful!  Be prepared! 

And of course, the cults that peddle this stuff always have a Messiah figure leading them. 
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You can’t miss our Lord’s return, so don’t miss it by jumping at shadows. 

Look in the light and open for his return. 

Anything else is a trap. 

Beware because those traps are often easier to fall into than you might think. 

 

What’s the sign of Messiah coming back? 

Don’t worry, you won’t miss it because it’ll be obvious. 

The Son of Man (vv29-31) 

What’s the sign of your coming? 

Well, it’ll be obvious, but there won’t really be a sign. 

This next section seems to fairly clearly talk about the return of Jesus. 

Jesus turning up in glory and power will be the sign of his return. 

 

Jesus says, “Immediately after the distress of those days.” 

I take that to mean not so much that the second one thing finishes the next one has to start, 

but that it’s the next thing in sequence. 

After all those days of distress, the next thing to happen is Jesus will return. 

It’s a nod to the question of when, but it’s a bit of a vague answer. 

We’ll get to the when more next week. 

 

I’ll make a bit of an aside that some of you might want to switch off for. 

I don’t want to make a big deal of this, but these verses are important for those who have a 

premillennial view. 

Premillenialism understands that Jesus will come back BEFORE the Millennium of 

Revelation 20. 

Before that is a period of great tribulation. 

Some people think Jesus will come back before that time of great tribulation – they’re 

PREtribulationalists – and some after the tribulation – they’re POSTtribulationalists. 

Jesus returns and THEN the tribulation happens or the tribulation happens and THEN Jesus 

returns 

This passage seems to clearly support a posttribulational view of a rapture. 

There’s tribulation and then after that, Jesus comes back. 
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If you see this passage mainly through a chronological lens and you’re pretribbulational, you 

need to reckon with this verse. 

That’s enough about that. 

 

Jesus goes on to quote Isaiah 13:10 and 34:4. 

In Isaiah 13, the prophet’s talking about the day of the Lord. 

It’ll be a day when the whole of creation will be rocked. 

The Sun will be darkened and the heavenly bodies shaken. 

The whole fabric of creation will be impacted. 

This isn’t everyday stuff. 

If you want a sign, the whole universe is going to be a sign that you can’t miss. 

 

There is a greater sign though, found in verse 30. 

It’s the sign of the Son of Man. 

Jesus is often referred to as the Son of Man and it triggers the religious leaders of Israel 

when he is. 

In one sense it’s an unremarkable title because it literally just means the son of a man. 

But it’s a phrase full of meaning because of the Old Testament. 

 

In Daniel 7:13-14, Daniel has a vision. 

He sees one like a son of man. 

But he’s coming with the clouds of heaven! 

Will that mean the clouds are literally his chariot – I’m cautious about how literalistically to 

take this, but I think it’s clear that it’ll be an event that you can’t miss. 

 

In Daniel, the Son of Man goes up to the Ancient of Days – God himself. 

It’s significant that he can be in God’s presence; it’s super-significant straight after Jesus has 

talked about the temple being destroyed. 

Going up to God isn’t possible because God is holy and sinful human beings can’t come into 

his presence. 

Except for the Son of Man because he’s holy and given all power and glory, to use Jesus’ 

words in verse 30. 

Daniel 7:13–14 NIV11 13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was 

one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient 

of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and 
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sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His 

dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 

that will never be destroyed. 

 

The Son of Man’s kingdom is unlike any other kingdom you know. 

It’s everywhere without being restricted by borders or even the sea. 

Every single people group will bow before his throne – all tribes, nations, tongues and skin 

colours. 

That’s a day to look forward to! 

The Son of Man will rule over kingdom that will last forever. 

He’ll rule with justice and fairness, with kindness and gentleness and perhaps most 

importantly, will bring peace. 

 

Jesus adds his own little spin to Daniel 7 though by bringing in an allusion to Zechariah 

12:10-12. 

That particular passage seems to have particular impact for the people of Israel – the 

Scribes and Pharisees – who rejected Jesus as Messiah. 

On that day they will mourn for having rejected the one that they pierced. 

Zechariah predicts that they’ll mourn for rejecting Jesus as Messiah. 

It’ll be a day of wonder and rejoicing for some and a day of mourning for many. 

 

When Jesus comes, it’s not going to be in secret. 

There’s going to be a fanfare of trumpets. 

Perhaps not literally, but it’s going to be so clear and obvious that you can’t miss it. 

 

And Jesus will gather his people from the four points of the globe. 

You’ll notice that it’s not just from the earth though. 

He’ll also gather his people from one end of the heavens to the other. 

Everyone who belongs to him will see him coming and come to him. 

 

What’s the sign of Jesus coming back? 

It’s not going to be a quiet event in a corner for a small number of people. 

You’ll see it, you’ll notice it because it’s going to be a world-wide event that affects all 

people. 

That’ll be the day that you see Jesus’ return in glory and power. 
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It’ll be a great joy for those who come to meet him as their Saviour to be brought home, but 

also a day of mourning for those who reject him. 

Conclusion 

As we finish up, it’s worth asking then, “Where are you at with Jesus today?” 

We can get bogged down in all kinds of details in this passage, but that’s what really 

matters. 

Don’t get led astray by Foxy Loxys trying to lead you astray. 

Don’t get so caught up in thinking that the sky’s falling that you’re missing the real sign. 

Jesus is coming back. 

What is your hope for that day? 

Where will you stand? 

Are you prepared? 

 

 
1 Dan Doriani, ‘What Is the “Abomination of Desolation”?’, The Gospel Coalition, accessed 12 August 
2022, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/what-is-the-abomination-of-desolation/. 
2 Josephus, J.W. 6.316 
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See Him Coming 

Matthew 24:15-31 
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Big Idea:  You won’t miss Jesus’ return that’ll end this age of evangelism and distress. 

Big Question:  When will the temple in Jerusalem fall?  What will be the sign of your 

coming? 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do you think we have so much speculation about the doctrine of eschatology? 

2. What’s Jesus’ purpose in instructing his people about future events? 

3. What is the context for what Jesus is saying? 

4. To what degree do you think time is important in this passage? 

5. Draw a diagram that illustrates the difference between the pretribulational and 

posttribulational views of premillennialism. 

6. What is an “abomination of desolation”? 

7. What events in history could be the “abomination of desolation” that Jesus is speaking 

about?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of each one? 

8. What are some signs of false messiahs that Jesus warns about? 

9. What will be the sign of the true Messiah’s return? 

10. Jesus adds Zechariah 12:10-12 to Daniel 7:13-14?  How does this change our 

expectation of that event? 

 

 

 


