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Signs of the Times 

Matthew 24:1-14 

7 August 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  What is the sign of Jesus’ return? 

Big Idea:  When the world is crashing around you, turn to Christ. 

Prayer 

Almighty God, thank you for your unending mercy and unswerving grace.  As we open the 

Bible this morning, we ask that you would help us to have the humility to allow your word to 

master us, rather than us thinking that we can master your word.  May we give glory to 

Christ in all things, including how we listen and obey in light of what we hear this morning.  In 

the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Introduction 

Have you ever had an experience that feels like your whole world is crashing down around 

you? 

That’s what spectators at a match held at Leichardt Oval in Sydney experienced yesterday. 

One second they were cheering and yahooing their support after a try. 

The next minute, the cheers turned to shock as they were crashing to the ground after a 

grandstand gave way under them. 

It’s not what you expect when you go to the Rugby. 

 

But I actually think that’s not a bad analogy for our text this morning. 

Outline 

We’ve been making our way through this section of speech in Matthew’s gospel. 

It’s significant because it’s all about the judgment that Jesus proclaims on those who reject 

him. 

Through chapter 23 Jesus has exposed the Scribes and the Pharisees’ hypocrisy and 

declared God’s judgment on them. 

Now we’re going to see God’s judgment come crashing down on them in an unexpected 

way. 

 

It might also be your experience of reading this particular passage this morning. 

Depending on your background, you mightn’t have looked at this passage before or it might 

be one you know very well. 
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I was going to say it’s a controversial part of the Bible, but it isn’t so much controversial as 

just plain disputed. 

What you hear this morning might well be exactly what you’re expecting to hear or it might 

be very different. 

Maybe your expectations will come crashing down in a number of ways. 

 

I’ve known that it’s coming up and honestly I haven’t been looking forward to it because 

these chapters deal with eschatology or end times. 

I think it’s fair to say that I’ve been anxious about it this week. 

I’m concerned about the divisions this area of theology can cause and as much as I try to 

push it to the side, there’s part of me that’s bothered about you perhaps not liking what I’ll 

say. 

Even more importantly, I’ve been anxious about getting it wrong and leading people up the 

garden path. 

That’s why there’s been much prayer in my preparation. 

 

I’d much rather skip over this bit and get to the cross, but Jesus spoke about eschatology 

and therefore so must I. 

At times and in some circles, eschatology has become much more important than the gospel 

itself. 

It’s been treated like a gospel issue to divide over and when that happens it’s an unhealthy 

obsession. 

The gospel should be the thing that we care about and speak about most often. 

Eschatology is an important area of theology, but it’s not the most important. 

Eschatology isn’t one of the distinctives of Grace Bible Church and across our network we 

have elders and pastors who hold to every major view. 

But that doesn’t mean eschatology is UNimportant either. 

 

As I’ve read what different people have to say about this chapter, I came across a few 

people who were very sure about everything in it. 

The irony is that as I read them, there seems to be gaping holes and inconsistences in what 

they say. 

That seems to be true of every position, even the one that I hold. 

Eschatology is disputed because if we’re honest, it isn’t the area of doctrine that God has 

most clearly revealed to us. 

I usually try to be a cautious and nuanced guy, but I’m more than happy to one day give an 

account before Jesus for saying that anyone who tells you that they’ve got this passage 

nailed down is a goose. 
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When we come chapter like this, we need a special reminder not to just pour our own 

theology into it (however right you might think it is!). 

Because when you do, just like a golden calf, you have your own view pop back out. 

We need to have the humility to let the text speak to us on its own terms and not push our 

agenda onto it. 

Now, this’s the point where I feel like I’m meant to say that I’m the knight in shining armour 

who comes along without any bias and only draws conclusions from the evidence of 

Scripture. 

The problem is that I’m going to come with my own bias and assumptions, but I’m going to 

do my absolute best to put them aside and let Scripture speak for itself. 

They say that you only understand a different viewpoint properly when you know it well 

enough that you can explain it in a way that someone who holds to that position would agree 

with everything you say. 

That takes a lot of hard work and careful listening, but let me encourage you to be willing to 

be changed by Scripture. 

“Come now, and let us reason together.” 

 

After the woes at the end of chapter 23, Jesus launches into what’s known as the Olivet 

Discourse. 

I know that sounds like a fancy name, but it’s simply called that because it takes place on the 

Mount of Olives, overlooking the city of Jerusalem. 

This part of the speech really breaks up into three main sections: 

24:1–35  The Destruction of Judgment 

24:36–25:30 Readiness for Judgment 

25:31–46  The Nature of Final judgment 

 

The big idea we’re going to see this morning is that when the world is crashing around 

you, turn to Christ. 

• The Sign of Judgment (vv1-3) 

• Not Signs of the End (vv4-14) 

The Sign of Judgment (vv1-3) 

It’s the Tuesday or Wednesday of the Passover week. 

At the start of the week, Jesus rode into the city of Jerusalem with crowds cheering him on. 

He went to the temple and started turning over tables before declaring judgement on the fig 

tree that didn’t produce any fruit. 

Then Jesus enters the temple in 21:23 and has been talking to people there ever since. 



~ 4 ~ 

I’m reminding you of all of this because the start of chapter 24 is the first time that Jesus 

leaves the temple for ages. 

 

As he’s leaving the temple, his disciples come up to him because they want the skinny on 

what’s going to happen next. 

They draw his attention to the temple buildings, verse one, which were impressive by 

anyone’s standard. 

Herod the Great managed to build this massive temple that was hundreds of metres long 

and hundreds of metres wide. 

It took something like 46 years to build. 

Some of the stones were more than twelve metres wide and they weighed so much that it’s 

still a wonder they got them up without modern technology. 

Here’s a picture of a model. 

You can’t actually go and see it today because all that’s left is the Western Wall – which isn’t 

anything more than one of the footings. 

 

Why do his disciples draw his attention to the buildings? 

Because of the great architecture?  Partly. 

In Mark’s account, we’re told it was to point out the impressive architecture, but Matthew 

doesn’t feel the need to tell us that detail. 

A little note about reading the Bible. 

It’s good and wise to let Scripture interpret Scripture, using more clear passages to explain 

less clear ones. 

Especially with the gospels, sometimes reading the parallel passage in another gospel helps 

us to fill in the blanks with true details. 

However, it’s possible for us to be too clever for our own good and there’s always the danger 

when we do that, that we miss the point that this particular gospel writer – in this case 

Matthew – is making. 

He didn’t think that detail you got from another gospel was something that you needed to 

know for this to make sense. 

 

It’s true that the temple was impressive, but I think Matthew’s making a different point. 

The temple was THE place in Jerusalem, the centre of religious life for the whole country. 

And so if there’s any place that God’s Messiah would choose to reveal himself, then surely 

that would be it. 

In the disciples’ minds, there couldn’t be a better stage on which Jesus could reveal himself 

as the Christ. 
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If there’s going to be religious reform, a change of heart amongst God’s people, then surely 

it’s going to start in the temple. 

 

So, I think that they’re passive-aggressively trying to point Jesus back to the temple. 

“Oh look, there’s the temple.” 

They’ve just seen Jesus TKO all of the religious leaders in the temple. 

They’re subtly pointing out the temple as Jesus walks away from the final fight that they’re 

expecting him to have. 

They’d be forgiven for thinking the final blow will be soon because remember that Jesus just 

finished telling them in 23:35-36 that judgment will fall on this generation. 

I’m not sure that all the first will be last and suffering before glory stuff has sunk in yet. 

Surely it’s time for the great Messiah to make his move, finally revealing himself and taking 

control? 

And yet Jesus is walking away from the temple. 

 

Jesus asks them whether they can see all these things. 

Well, of course they can, but that’s not the point. 

The point that he wants them to see is that this really impressive building is going to come 

tumbling down. 

Not a single stone is going to be left standing on another. 

To most Jews, the thought that the temple, God’s dwelling place with his people, wouldn’t 

last forever would’ve been inconceivable. 

Verse 2: 

Matthew 24:2 NIV11  2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not 

one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 

 

The J.L. Hudson Department Store in the city of Detroit was 134 metres tall. 

It was the tallest department store in the world when it was built in the 1920s. 

It was demolished in 1998. 

One moment a perfectly sound looking building was there and a few seconds later it was 

gone. 

The building next door was untouched. 

Few massive buildings are demolished today and the physical feat alone would’ve seemed 

impossible, let alone the religious significance. 

It must’ve been mind-blowing to the disciples that the temple could ever come crashing 

down. 
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That must’ve really blown the disciples’ mind. 

It was one thing for Jesus to say: 

Matthew 12:6 NIV11  6 I tell you that something greater than the temple is here. 

But to actually be getting rid of the temple is another thing totally. 

This would’ve been life-changing, paradigm-blasting for the disciples who first heard it. 

 

Jesus is saying in no uncertain terms that the days of the temple in Jerusalem are numbered 

because it’s the ultimate act of judgment against the Scribes and Pharisees. 

They’re are guilty and so they’re about to receive God’s judgment. 

The whole temple going to go because they’ve rejected Jesus. 

No wonder the disciples thought it was the end of the world coming. 

 

That’s the context for what comes next. 

We’re told that Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, verse three. 

I haven’t had the privilege of seeing the view myself – one day! 

Even today, you can imagine something of how impressive it must’ve been when the temple 

was there. 

 

It’s no accident that’s where Jesus went. 

The Mount of Olives is associated with God coming in judgment in Zechariah 14:4. 

Those who know their Old Testament well also couldn’t help but thinking of God’s glory 

leaving the temple in Ezekiel 10. 

Due to their wickedness, God’s glory goes up from the temple and leaves. 

In the next chapter of Ezekiel, chapter eleven, we read: 

Ezekiel 11:23 NIV11  23 The glory of the LORD went up from within the city and 

stopped above the mountain east of it. 

 

Those who learn from history see it repeating. 

Now we’ve got God’s glory – Jesus himself – leaving the temple again, this time for good, 

leaving the city desolate (23:38). 

And he goes up onto the Mount of Olives – the mountains to the EAST of the city. 

Judgment is coming on God’s people for rejecting the Messiah and the consequence is the 

temple being destroyed. 
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That’s why the disciples ask the two questions they do: 

Question 1:  When will this happen? 

Question 2:  What will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age. 

 

They want to know when THIS will happen. 

What’s the this? 

It’s got to be what Jesus has just said, hasn’t it? 

The temple being destroyed as an act of judgment on the rebellious Scribes and Pharisees 

who didn’t accept Jesus as Messiah. 

 

I’ve said that it’s two questions, but you’ll notice that it’s actually three questions. 

However, the disciples bundle the last two up as a package deal. 

They’re expecting that there’s going to be one sign that will show Jesus revealing himself 

and the end of the age. 

Most likely this’s because they expected these events to happen at the same time or very 

soon after each other. 

 

And they want to know what the sign is that they should look out for. 

I reckon this should be a trigger for us. 

The problem with covering a book over such a long amount of time is that we forget what 

came before, but if we were reading this in one sitting, we’d probably remember that the 

Scribes and Pharisees wanted a sign in chapter twelve. 

And the Pharisees and Sadducees ask for a sign again in chapter sixteen. 

Jesus wasn’t very forthcoming on either of those two occasions, so perhaps we shouldn’t 

expect him to come out with much now. 

 

That lays the foundation – pun intended – of everything else that comes in the Olivet 

Discourse. 

Jesus is done with the temple and it will be destroyed in judgement due to their rejection of 

him as Messiah. 

The destruction of the temple is a sign of their rejection of God. 

What then, should we expect next? 



~ 8 ~ 

Not Signs of the End (vv4-14) 

I think the Jesus answers the last part of the question first. 

What’s the sign of the end of the age? 

It’s actually a different question to the question of when Jesus will appear. 

The disciples asked it as one combined question, but I think that Jesus answers them 

separately. 

Most things aren’t a sign of the end. 

 

I know that it seems obvious, but it’s worth pointing out that Jesus answers his disciples 

question in verse four. 

With Jesus, that’s hardly a given because he often answers a question with another question 

or answers it in a completely different way. 

As you read this section, you’ve got to make a decision about how we should best 

understand this. 

However you understand Jesus’ answer though, it’s got to make sense of Jesus answering 

ALL of the questions they asked. 

 

Some people read these chapters as if everything being described happened in the future 

for the disciples, but the past for us. 

The theological buzzword that you might hear people use for that is ‘preterist’. 

Why would someone read this like that? 

Because we know something that the disciples didn’t know at this time or even by the time 

this gospel was written down some years later. 

What we know is that the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in AD70. 

 

It was AD66 and Nero was the emperor. 

There were protests against the taxes that they were paying to Rome. 

This led to what’s known as the Great Jewish Revolt really kicking off when the Jews started 

attacking Roman citizens. 

The Governor had enough and he raided the temple and took anything valuable. 

Not surprisingly, that really upset the Jews and they began to riot even more. 

The Roman response was to crush them, including destroying the whole temple. 

Those events seem to fit fairly nicely with Jesus saying that the temple is going to be 

destroyed. 
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However, there are some things that don’t make heaps of sense in the past. 

For example, verse 29 talks abut the sun being darkened and the stars falling from the sky. 

Especially if you read this totally literalistically, that doesn’t really sound like anything that’s 

happened yet. 

People can and do make it fit, but it’s certainly not immediately clear. 

 

Other people read verses 4-14 as if it’s all totally in the future. 

The fancy theological term for that is being a futurist. 

Most Classic Dispensationalists say this describes a period of great tribulation in the future 

just before Jesus establishes what they call the Millennial Kingdom. 

The premillennial, pretribulational eschatology of this system of theology was really made 

popular through books like the Left Behind series, which I’ll admit I’ve never read. 

Although it’s been very popular, as a system of understanding the Bible as a whole, it’s wise 

to remember that Dispensationalism is quite new – only 200 years old. 

I don’t think it makes the best sense of this passage. 

 

I find it quite dissatisfying to read the ‘you’ in this section as anyone other than the disciples, 

but that’s what you’ve got to do if it’s all in the future. 

The futurist view also doesn’t really allow Jesus room to answer the disciples’ first question 

about the temple in any detail. 

Whatever this passage is about, the temple’s GOT to be part of it. 

It’s just kind of assumed that because of the last chapters of Ezekiel, they know that a new 

temple is coming. 

 

The problem with both of these approaches, as far as I can see, is that they try to make 

things fit neatly and it ends up being like trying to fit a square peg in a round hole or a round 

peg in a square hole. 

They’re opposites of each other. 

And then there’s the added pressure of trying to squeeze in your already-held theological 

convictions. 

 

Perhaps the reason that we see elements of the past and the future is because they’re 

actually both there. 

Porque no los dos?  You know, from the Old El Paso ad. 

Why don’t we have both? 

Could it be that some parts describe the past, some the future and even some the present? 
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This could be called the partial-preterist position. 

 

As far as I can see, that’s exactly how biblical prophecy seems to work. 

Prophecies point forward, often to more than one fulfilment throughout history. 

Like the virgin who was with child in Isaiah 7 which had significance in Isaiah’s own day as 

well as in the birth of Jesus. 

Prophecies can have a near and far fulfilment, and possibly others as well. 

Think of prophecies like a skimming stone like you find at the beach or a lake. 

The stone is a prophecy and as it darts across history, there are often multiple points of 

connection which are fulfilments over time. 

 

What does this mean for our passage today? 

I think the reason that some people find aspects of the past and aspects of the future is 

because they’re both there! 

Verses 4-14 speaks about what’ll happen between the time of Jesus’ resurrection and his 

second coming – past and future. 

Since the time of the cross, I think that these words have been fulfilled in lots of ways, small 

and big, including the destruction of the temple in AD70. 

And they will continue to be fulfilled until Jesus comes back. 

In other words, they apply directly to us and to people of every age this side of the 

resurrection until Jesus comes back. 

The futurist view doesn’t really see these verses as applicable to us directly, only as a vague 

call to evangelise. 

I’ll be applying them to us as we go along though. 

 

So, that’s both enough and nowhere near enough about HOW to read this part of the Bible. 

Some of you don’t really care and others are thinking, “But, but, but..!”. 

But we’ll need to race through what it actually says. 

 

Jesus starts this section with a warning that’s really easy to miss when there are so many 

other details. 

It seems like his expectation is that there will be people trying to deceive them and they may 

well be deceived if they don’t keep their guard up. 

It’s not a given that this stuff will be obvious and easy to spot without some care! 

Have a look in verse four: 
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Matthew 24:4 NIV11  4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 

 

Lots of people will come, claiming to be Messiah. 

That really seems to be the key issue that’s at stake in these chapters – recognising Jesus is 

the Messiah or not. 

Don’t be deceived to turn away from Jesus. 

In times of strife, everyone’s looking for a saviour who’s going to come and rescue them. 

When your world comes crashing down and it doesn’t feel like there’s any escape, all of us 

are especially vulnerable to false saviours. 

 

There are crackpots who claim to be Messiah and you might wonder how anyone would be 

deceived and follow them. 

David Koresh is just one example of someone (in Texas, of course) who claimed to be the 

messiah. 

More than 80 people were willing to follow him into death. 

I don’t know exactly why they followed him, but I do know that’s why Jesus warned us not to 

be deceived. 

 

Jesus warns that there will be wars and rumours of wars. 

For most of my lifetime, there’s been relative peace, at least in our country. 

War hasn’t come to my backyard, but there are lots of people who’ve suffered the 

devastating effects. 

This year we’ve seen the war in Ukraine, which has dropped off the news cycle, but people 

are continuing to be affected every day. 

And quite possibly still are. 

As I heard the booms and bangs of fireworks that sounded like mortars and gunshots last 

night, I wondered how people who’d been in warzones would be triggered by those sounds. 

 

And there’s certainly no shortage of rumours about more wars. 

There were lots of people saying war is about to start much closer to home this week. 

A member of the government of a certain military ally of ours deliberately visited a certain 

island to stir things up. 

“Don’t be alarmed, these things will happen,” Jesus says. 

Paul warns Timothy: 

2 Timothy 3:1 NIV11  1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 
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What I want you to notice is that it’s not a sign of the end. 

Jesus doesn’t say this is a sign of the end, but that the end is still to come. 

Especially over the last two years, I’ve had a few people tell me that the end is coming. 

They tell me that they can see the signs, but I’m not so sure. 

Actually, I’m quite sure they’re not signs because of what Jesus says here. 

We should expect this stuff – that will be inevitable during life in this world – but that doesn’t 

mean it’s a sign of the end. 

Matthew 24:6b NIV11 Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 

 

Natural disasters are going to happen and countries will rise up against each other in war as 

well as in ideological battles. 

The sad result is that there will be people who will starve as a consequence. 

Earthquakes are going to happen where the ground will shake. 

In fact, that’s exactly what Matthew reports happening on the very day that Jesus was 

executed. 

 

Is this a sign of his coming and the end of the age?  No. 

Jesus says that these things are only the BEGINNING of birth pains. 

Jesus doesn’t say that they ARE birth pains that will slowly get more and more intense 

before the end. 

They’re not a sign of the end so much as a sign, a foretaste, of God’s judgment. 

They’re not the full force of God’s judgment, but only taste of what’s to come. 

 

In the same way, persecution and martyrdom will be a sign of the times that we live in until 

Jesus comes back, but not of the end. 

It won’t just be the Jewish people who want to deny messiah, but gentiles as well. 

When the gospel goes out, not everyone will fall down and worship Jesus. 

Many gentiles will reject him too and stand against you. 

What an encouraging thought for the disciples! 

 

Which is why Jesus warns them that there will be those who turn away from the faith. 

Jesus had lots of fair weather friends during his ministry and the same is true today. 
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When the going gets tough – and the going will get tough – there will be people who turn 

away. 

What’s the thing that turns them away and causes them to go cold? 

According to Paul, at least part of the answer is teaching from hypocritical liars. 

Where have we heard that recently? 

1 Timothy 4:1–2 NIV11  1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will 

abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such 

teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as 

with a hot iron. 

 

Those who turn away will also betray. 

I have a friend who sadly walked away from the faith. 

Not only did he walk away himself, he encouraged others to as well. 

He began telling others about how terrible Christians were and the “tactics” we use to harm 

people. 

 

Jesus warns us not to let out love grow cold. 

To be saved, you need to stand firm to the end. 

In fact, that’s the only way that you can be saved – by standing firm to the end, verse 

fourteen. 

Stand for Jesus and don’t lose your first love. 

 

Finally, the gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 

the nations. 

The gospel will go out into the whole world, telling them of what God has done in Christ. 

Telling them the good news that you can be reconciled to God and live in peace with him 

once again. 

In fact, the only way to be saved from your sin is to repent and accept Jesus’ sacrifice for 

you. 

That’s the good news of the kingdom. 

 

Then the end will come. 

After the gospel has gone out. 

Some people think that this means that the gospel has to be preached everywhere before 

Jesus will come back. 
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And so they work hard at seeing the gospel preached into every corner of the world – a good 

thing to do! 

 

I can understand why they see that, but I don’t think you HAVE to read it that way. 

Some people see these as increasingly escalating signs. 

I reckon you’ve got to make quite a few assumptions to get there though. 

The whole world means the same thing as all nations. 

It’s not to the full extent of the darkest corner so much as a commitment to go to all people. 

 

I don’t think Jesus is saying that gospel being preached everywhere (Has it yet?  Will it 

ever?) is a sign of the end. 

I think Jesus is saying the opposite. 

These are the signs of the times, but not of the end. 

Simply that there’ll be a time when the gospel is preached not only in Israel but throughout 

the world. 

It’s after that the end will come. 

 

That will have many implications. 

Now is the time to watch ourselves in case we’re tempted to follow false teaching. 

Now’s the time to cling to Jesus – even when the world feels like it’s crashing down due to 

the amount of opposition from those outside the faith and those once in it. 

Now’s the time when the gospel can and will go out. 

Eventually the end will come, but these things aren’t signs of it. 

I think Jesus is saying that they’re a sign of life in this sin-sick world rather than the end. 

Conclusion 

Friends, keep looking to Jesus. 

When the going gets tough, when the world feels like it’s crashing and burning, know that 

Jesus will come back. 

He will be coming back, but these things aren’t signs. 

May he give us the grace to keep pressing on in the power of his Spirit until that time when 

he reveals himself. 
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Discussion Questions 

1. Review your Eschatology Terminology using the following Kahoot:  

https://create.kahoot.it/details/b4d82709-5c0b-4cf8-925b-770f4672b127 

2. What is the significance of where Jesus is at the start of chapter 24? 

3. What is the reason for the disciples asking the questions they did? 

4. Name one reason in favour of reading these chapters as i. a preterist ii. a futurist and iii. 

a partial-preterist. 

5. What is some application from verses 4-14 if you read this passage from a preterist or 

futurist viewpoint? 

6. How might you apply verses 4-14 if you are a partial preterist? 

7. Do you think the circumstances outlined in vv4-14 are increasing in severity? 

8. In verse 14, do you think Jesus is saying that every, single individual around the globe 

must hear the gospel before Jesus will return? 

https://create.kahoot.it/details/b4d82709-5c0b-4cf8-925b-770f4672b127

