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Oh Lord It’s Hard to be Humble 

Matthew 23:1-12 

24 July 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  Avoid hypocrisy by following Jesus in humility. 

Big Question:  How is Jesus different to the Scribes and Pharisees? 

Introduction 

Good morning, if we haven’t met, I’m Pastor Ben and I’m glad you’re here because I’m sure 

you’ll be blessed by hearing me speak this morning. 

I just need to get the list from my prayer time earlier this morning out of the way so that I can 

see my notes. 

It’s great to be back in the pulpit this morning to teach you Scripture. 

 

I’m sure we’re all thankful for Dave, Scott and Jono who had a red-hot go at giving sermons 

when they tried to fill in for me over the last couple of months. 

Bless them, they really did try, didn’t they? 

While I grudgingly accept DOCTOR Powell as an associate, he’s a clear example of how 

meaningless that title has become now that institutions hand it out willy-nilly to just about any 

Johnny-come-lately (or should that be Jono-come-lately). 

 

But I’m sure that you’re even more thankful to know that PASTOR Ben is back. 

Dave did at least go to the effort of wearing a blue business shirt, but where, I ask you, was 

his suit and tie? 

Sadly, their Bibles just aren’t as big and don’t look as well-used as mine. 

Their sermon outlines weren’t even alliterated. 

Scott couldn’t even get his pointer to work; look at the little beauty I have. 

And we shan’t mention their continual use of common parlance, lack of philological depth 

and the naturally erudite manner of yours truly. 

Isn’t it great to have a REAL pastor back to teach you what Scripture really means? 

 

Over the two weeks of the school holidays, I spent the three weeks fasting so that I could 

dedicate 27 hours a day to praying. 

I’ve had a number of epiphanies that I would like to share with you. 

This morning we’ve thought about how important God’s Word is, so  should all be reading it 

at for at a minimum of 6 hours a day. 

That’s really what you should be doing if you want to be godly like me. 
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Greed is one of the great acceptable sins in the Christian church and the elders have 

become increasingly concerned about the greedy behaviour that’s been creeping in. 

Especially amongst adults at the church morning tea and so everyone will now be limited to 

one communion cup of tea, coffee, cordial or juice to keep you humble. 

Finally, you must all wear-odd coloured socks. 

 

I’d also like to draw your attention to a new book by one of (if not THE) Australia’s top – 

actually the WORLD’S top – pastor-teachers. 

The Lord put it on my heart to write a book in between my prayer times during my annual 

leave. 

Ben Shannon – The True Life and Sayings. 

You know it’s going to be a best-seller because the name of the author is bigger than the 

title. 

He also told me that you all need to buy a copy – that’s everyone, not just one per family. 

I’ve taken the liberty of bringing enough copies for all of you and you’ll be able to leave the 

foyer after you’ve made your purchases on the way out. 

Don’t worry EFTPOS is available, so you can put it on your credit card. 

 

Perhaps you’re wondering what on earth is going on? 

“Who does this guy think he is?!” 

Any pastor – any Christian, in fact – who talks like that is a joke. 

I wanted to explore something of what Jesus describes in this passage would be like if lived 

out in our own times – and it’s scary, isn’t it? 

Even if it’s not as extreme as what I just described, because I think most of the time it’s 

probably much more subtle than that. 

Uncheck hypocrisy and a lack of humility is sickening to see. 

Which also makes clear our need to pray, so let’s do exactly that. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Master, there’s not a square millimetre of our world, our galaxy and indeed any 

galaxy – whether we can see it or not – that’s outside of your control.  You are also the same 

God who made us, loves us and cares about our every need and concern.  As we come to 

this passage today, help us to see the bigness of Jesus and the smallness of ourselves, so 

that we might live more faithfully for you.  May the words of my mouth and the mediation of 

all our hearts be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our Helper and our Redeemer.  Amen. 
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Outline 

We’re stepping back into the gospel of Mathew again today. 

We began looking at Matthew about nine years ago in the lead up to our very first Christmas 

as a church. 

 

Sometimes we forget that Matthew didn’t just sat down one day and start writing an account 

of Jesus’ life. 

It’s quite a big book and lots of thought went into it. 

The whole thing’s been very carefully arranged. 

You can divide the whole book up into blocks of story and blocks of speech. 

 

Over the years, we’ve looked at a block and come back the next year to look at the next 

block. 

Some of the blocks are only one chapter long, so we looked at a story and a speech 

together. 

Over the next eight weeks, we’ll cover the section of speech that goes from chapter 23 

through to chapter 25. 

 

Some people think that chapter 23 should go with the section before and some with the 

section after. 

I think it all goes together, but it also links to what comes before it. 

If I put this slide up, you might remember what the last section of story was about – ‘Towards 

the Cross’. 

Matthew 1-4 Story [Introduction] 

Matthew 5-7 Speech [Sermon on the Mount] 

Matthew 8-9 Story 
 

Matthew 10 Speech 
 

Matthew 11-12 Story 
 

Matthew 13 Speech 
 

Matthew 14-17 Story 
 

Matthew 18 Speech 
 

Matthew 19-22 Story 
 

Matthew 23-25 Speech [Olivet Discourse] 

Matthew 26-28 Story [Conclusion] 
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At the start of chapter nineteen, Jesus changes direction leaving his ministry in Galilee 

behind and begins heading towards the cross. 

In the courts of the temple, he has this epic battle with the religious leaders. 

He goes nine rounds as they fire questions at him with the sole aim of trapping him. 

In the end, the Jewish leaders are left with egg on their face. 

They don’t really know who Messiah is or where he comes from. 

 

Chapter 23 is Jesus’ response as he talks about the Scribes and the Pharisees. 

Perhaps you can imagine a lot of people – the crowds and disciples – who are standing 

around the temple court listening, verse one. 

You might think that Jesus sounds different in these chapters, a Jesus on the warpath. 

I think that’s probably right; this isn’t a different Jesus though. 

It IS Jesus on the cross path. 

For so much of his ministry, he’s held back telling people not to speak about him because it 

wasn’t his time. 

Now that his time is just around the corner, he introduces his verdict against the leaders. 

The crowds and disciples need to decide: will they choose the leaders or Jesus? 

 

We’re going to see that the big idea is avoid hypocrisy by following Jesus in humility. 

The passage fits together like this: 

• Avoid Hypocrisy (vv1-7) 

o Hyperbole (vv1-4) 

o Homage (vv5-7) 

• Pursue Humility (8-12) 

o Honours (vv8-10) 

o Humility (v11-12) 

Hypocrisy (vv1-7) 

Firstly, Jesus warns the crowds and disciples about how they should respond to the 

hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees. 

Hyperbole (vv1-4) 

Hyperbole is when you make an exaggerated claim. 

And that’s exactly what the Scribes and Pharisees were doing. 

When the Scribes and the Pharisees teach, they were going beyond what God has said in 

Scripture. 
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Have a look with me at verse 2: 

Matthew 23:2 NIV11  2 “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 

It’s probably not immediately obvious to you what Moses’ seat is. 

There would often be a stone seat in local synagogues where the most authoritative teacher 

would sit. 

Hers’s a picture of a replica. 

 

However the seats seem to come from a later time, so I think it’s much more likely Jesus is 

saying that just like the Moses was an authoritative teacher of the law, that they are too. 

When they soundly teach what God has said – like Moses did – the Scribes and Pharisees 

are being like Moses. 

They stand in the line of Moses and have the same authority that he did. 

This makes sense seeing as they’re the ones who were known for remembering the Law, 

speaking about it and interpreting it. 

 

That’s the reason that the crowds and disciples need to do what they say. 

Some people think Jesus is being ironic here, but I’m not convinced. 

I think Jesus’ point is that when they teach God’s word like Moses does, the people should 

listen because it’s not really them speaking but God. 

Followers of God need to hear his truth about every area of life and obey it. 

 

There’s a glaring problem with the Pharisees and Scribes though. 

They talk the talk but they don’t walk the walk. 

They don’t practice what they preach. 

They live by the motto, “Do as I say, no as I do.” 

Earlier in the year we heard James saying that we need to be doers and not just hearers. 

 

That’s not a reason to disregard what they teach from the Scriptures though. 

That’s an important principle whenever we’re listening to leaders - don’t throw the baby out 

with the bathwater. 

If we really have a Biblical view of sin then we’ll know that there isn’t a human speaker who 

does everything they teach. 

Paul Tripp helpfully reminds us that we’re people in need of change helping others who are 

in need of change. 
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Unfortunately, you don’t have to look far in my life to find a bunch of ways that I don’t 

practice what I preach. 

I’m a hypocrite in all kinds of ways – many of which I don’t even know about. 

Hopefully I’m growing in those, but my failure to live out what I preach doesn’t change what 

the preacher says if it’s come from the Bible. 

Yes, my hypocrisy makes it harder to believe and apply, but it doesn’t change God’s truth. 

 

Now, this doesn’t just apply to official leaders of the church. 

Handling and interpreting God’s word was part of your job if you were a Scribe, but the 

Pharisees were most a lay movement of people who had other jobs. 

Most of the Scribes were pharisees, but not all the pharisees were scribes. 

So, this is true for everyone, not just the leaders in the church. 

 

There’s a time NOT to listen to them though. 

And that’s when they go beyond Scripture, as Jesus says in verse four. 

The Pharisees had all kinds of oral traditions that they added on above Scripture. 

Their reason for doing it was that they wanted to be as godly and faithful as possible, but in 

reality they invented theology that went beyond Scripture. 

They had all kinds of their own made-up rules to stop them from breaking the rules God had 

given about purity, rest and other things. 

It’s often called building a fence around the law. 

 

To take a modern example, many Baptist churches are known for having an official or 

unofficial policy against dancing. 

The thing is that there’s nowhere in the Bible that forbids dancing. 

If anything, we’ve got a number of examples in the Old Testament of dancing being a good 

thing. 

We’re even told in Ecclesiastes 3 that there’s a “time to dance.” 

 

What’s the point of banning dancing then?  Because of where it might lead. 

“Rock music leads to dancing and we all know where dancing leads.” 

Depending on a whole range of details about the circumstances and details about how it’s 

done, dancing might encourage the sin of lust.  Fair enough. 

But to outlaw ALL dancing on the basis of where it might lead is fencing the law. 

It’s adding in a new rule so that you don’t break one of God’s laws. 
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The Pharisees were masters at this. 

 

All these extra rules – even though they done with the right motivation – weighed people 

down. 

Jesus describes them as being like a heavy burden on their back. 

And not just heavy, but also cumbersome. 

Some things aren’t difficult to carry because they’re heavy, but because they’re big and an 

odd shape. 

These extra laws sucked the joy out of life. 

Maybe – just maybe – God knew best when he gave the rules he did. 

 

More importantly, their extra rules didn’t allow room for things that God cares about – justice 

and mercy. 

They spoke about lots of ways that we offend God, but little about how to please him 

because, of course, they can’t. 

They were all about doing more and more to make sure that you’re not doing the wrong 

thing. 

That’s how most of us try to please God. 

We try to do more and more while constantly knowing that we’re constantly failing with no 

hope of things ever being different. 

 

The Scribes and Pharisees did absolutely nothing to lift the heavy burden of these extra 

rules from anyone else. 

It was in their power to make life easier by sticking to what God said, but even when they 

saw the suffering of their people, they weren’t even willing to lift a finger. 

Their extra rules – their hyperbole – made life difficult for people. 

 

Apparently this wasn’t the time or the place for Jesus to big-note himself, but we can turn 

back to what he said in chapter 11. 

There Jesus says: 

Matthew 11:28–30 NIV11 28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and 

I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light.” 

 

Jesus never goes soft and says that holiness and righteous doesn’t matter. 
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In fact, he affirms that your righteousness needs to be greater than the Scribes and the 

Pharisees to even enter the kingdom of heaven. 

You have to be perfect otherwise there’s not a hope of getting in to heaven on your own 

credentials. 

Jesus doesn’t lower the bar, he raises it. 

 

But he’s also the one who says, “I’ll give you rest. 

“I am willing to die for your sins so that you can be forgiven and have the burden of your sins 

taken away.” 

That’s why Jesus went to the cross. 

No laws are ever going to be enough to keep crafty, sinful hearts in check from sin. 

We need our broken hearts reconstructed by Jesus and our sins to be forgiven. 

The only hope for our hypocrisy is Jesus. 

 

The scribes and pharisees burdened people by using hyperbole – not living as they taught 

and burdening people with what they did. 

Homage (vv5-7) 

The leaders were hypocrites who were also using the perception of godliness as an excuse 

to be show ponies. 

 

Phylacteries are small leather boxes worn on the hands and foreheads. 

They’re mentioned in Exodus 13, Deuteronomy 6 and Deuteronomy 11. 

The Jews would write out passages of Torah and put them in the boxes. 

 

They also had strings on the corner of their out robes, again, according to what God said.1 

The tassels were meant to be blue in colour. 

Jesus wore the same tassels, so there wasn’t anything wrong with them.2 

Numbers 15:39 NIV11  39 You will have these tassels to look at and so you will 

remember all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey them and not prostitute 

yourselves by chasing after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes. 

 

What was the point of the phylacteries and the strings on their garments? 

They were meant to remind God’s people of Scripture – what God had said. 

Don’t ask me exactly how the tassels were meant to do that because it’s disputed, but it’s 

kind of hard to forget about Scripture when it’s on your forehead. 
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In a move of sheer hypocrisy though, they were using these things as a giant sign – look at 

me, I’m following Torah. 

They’re disobeying Torah by elevating themselves above it. 

They were following Torah and looking like they care about Torah when really they weren’t 

at all. 

They wanted attention. 

Matthew uses a word that suggests that the tassels and boxes had become like pagan 

charms. 

 

They also liked to sit at the best seats at banquets. 

Ordered seating was significant in the ancient world. 

It brought someone great honour to be seated closest to the host. 

Being the guest of honour and be recognised at the top table was exactly what they wanted 

and the perception of godliness was just a means of getting there. 

 

Getting the best seats in the synagogue was also what they wanted. 

The seats nearest the law scrolls meant that you had godliness by association. 

They were seen to be close to God’s words without needing to do anything in their heart for 

it. 

 

They also liked the homage of being called Rabbi. 

Rabbi means “my great one”. 

Rabbi wasn’t an office until the 2nd century, but at this time definitely still an honour that 

showed how important someone was. 

 

Jesus condemns them with the words at the beginning of verse five. 

There’s nothing wrong with phylacteries, tassels, greetings and even places of honour, in 

and of themselves. 

But Jesus says that their reason for wanting to do these things was so that they’d be seen. 

Matthew 23:5 NIV11 5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: 

 

If you can remember back to the table I had at the start, this section paired with the Sermon 

on the Mount. 

It mightn’t be an accident that Jesus dealt with much the same thing in chapter six. 
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Matthew 6:1a NIV11  1 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of 

others to be seen by them. 

The goal should be godliness and not being seen. 

 

There’s a part of all of us that wants to be seen and recognised. 

Even if we’re the wallflower that likes to be in the background – we want at least someone to 

recognise us and not be totally ignored. 

So there are a bunch of applications for us here. 

 

Some of you have probably seen the Preachersnsneakers Instagram feed. 

It’s a feed of preachers in ridiculously expensive sneakers… all in the name of the Lord. 

Their slogan is “Do you ever feel like church has become just a performance?” 

It’s hypocrisy if being seen is what it’s all about. 

 

Some churches have seats up the front for the special people to sit on – usually the elders. 

It’s quite deliberate and I think healthy that our leaders sit down amongst everyone else. 

There’s no need for special seats in this house of worship because our leaders don’t need to 

be seen. 

 

Social media is the home of the homage. 

Getting retweeted, liked or shared is the ultimate in being seen. 

Thinking that’s the ultimate sign of success is downright dangerous for our hearts. 

Or we look for signs of status in other ways – getting the corner office or the premium email 

address at work. 

Christians don’t pursue these things as a way to be seen and recognised. 

 

I suspect that it even happens in Christian academics. 

It seems like just about every pastor wants to get their doctorate like in the secular world. 

Why?  Because you need more theological education to be able to serve the church? 

Or so that you can get recognised and be given honour for chasing down the way an 

obscure Greek word is used? 

 

When godliness is being used to get people to look at us, it’s hypocrisy. 
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Pursue Humility (vv8-12) 

Instead of the way of hypocrisy, Jesus calls his disciples to follow the way of humility. 

Honours (vv8-10) 

Firstly, Jesus deals with honours. 

The ‘you’ that Jesus uses through this section is emphatic. 

He’s not talking directly about the Scribes and Pharisees anymore. 

This’s a warning to his disciples and the crowds about the danger for them. 

He wants them to pursue servanthood rather than status. 

 

We’re all interested in honours, titles and job titles. 

Most of us like to collect titles. 

It amazes me how much job titles matter to people, but they really do. 

We’re all happy to take them, but the onus here is on not giving them. 

 

Jesus was often called Rabbi during his ministry. 

Jesus is usually called teacher by those uncommitted to him. 

But his followers don’t need to follow their leader in taking on the title of Rabbi. 

Don’t be interested in being called ‘Rabbi’ because there is only one teacher. 

 

Instead, we should use the language of family because, as Jesus says, you are all brothers. 

Brother Ben is actually much more in line with what Jesus is saying than Pastor Ben. 

Everyone being brothers is very egalitarian – everyone’s on the same level as each other. 

There aren’t to be attention-grabbers and status-seekers in the church. 

 

And there’s no need to call anyone father. 

‘Father’ was the specific title that was given to Abraham as the father of all of God’s chosen 

people. 

Or he could be referring back to rabbis from the past who were honoured with this title. 

But God himself – in heaven – is the ultimate father that we should turn to. 

Did you also notice the earth/heaven distinction in verse nine? 

Don’t call anyone on earth your father because your true father is in heaven. 
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It’s likely that Jesus is saying that Rabbi, teacher, instructor and Messiah are all the same. 

This is a poetic device that you sometimes come across. 

Matthew 23:8–10 NIV11: 

8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all 

brothers. 

9 And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is 

in heaven. 

10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 

In the verses before, the leaders couldn’t answer Jesus’ questions about the Messiah. 

Jesus clearly says in these verses that he’s the Messiah and he’s the one with the answers. 

 

There’s something right about showing honour to that God has placed in certain positions. 

In fact, Paul says that: 

1 Timothy 5:17 NIV11  17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are 

worthy of double honour, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 

This also doesn’t meant that my kids can’t call me father. 

It’d be weird, but it’s okay. 

 

The problem is when we use these titles to effectively usurp God himself. 

To replace him with someone who’s just a human. 

There’s a very real danger that those who teach the Bible and shepherd people to get a 

Messiah complex rather than being a shepherd under the great shepherd. 

It’s really easy to fall into. 

 

Yes Minister is a 1980s British comedy about British government. 

One episode is dedicated to discussing the honours given to public servants. 

Here’s a short clip from the episode Doing the Honours by Antony Jay and Jonathan Lynn 

On the one hand, it’s funny. 

On the other hand, I hope that the outrageous blasphemy bothers you. 

The absurdity is so apparent and yet that’s exactly what’s going on here. 

They’re using titles as a way of honouring and big-noting themselves. 

And in the process, they’re putting themselves up as the authority. 

 

Firstly, that shows a deep lack of humility. 
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All authority has been given to Jesus and not to anyone else who takes on the title Rabbi. 

In the last verses in his gospel, Matthew records Jesus as saying to his disciples: 

Matthew 28:18 NIV11  18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. 

 

Secondly, it’s essentially the definition of sin, isn’t it? 

Replacing God with ourselves. 

Telling him that we don’t need him and we’re just fine living our lives our own way. 

That’s the kind of rebellion that’s in every human heart. 

And it’s the kind of rebellion against God that Jesus came to save us from. 

 

Churches certainly aren’t immune from wanting to do this. 

Historians will talk about the early church fathers. 

Many people give you the impression that if they said or did something, then it must be true! 

Partly because of the title. 

 

I’ve had a go at the Baptists and now it’s time for the Roman Catholics and the Anglicans so 

that hopefully I can offend everyone equally. 

In the Roman Catholic church, they use the term ‘father’ to describe a priest. 

Which seems like it’s about the last title that they should use, given what Jesus says here. 

At best it’s dangerous and at worst blasphemous. 

 

The Anglican church uses all kinds of titles too. 

• Reverend for a Deacon or Priest 

• The Reverend Canon for a Canon 

• The Very Reverend for a Dean of Cathedral 

• The Venerable for an Archdeacon 

• The Right Reverend for a bishop 

• The Most Reverend for an archbishop 

• And, my favourite, the Primate who I assume just monkeys around. 

Can you imagine being called “The Most Reverend?” 

That’s not how things should be in God’s kingdom. 

I’m glad that we don’t have a tradition of doing that because I think it’s deeply unhelpful. 

 

I’ll accept you calling me Pastor Ben, but that doesn’t mean that I’m going to like it. 
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I much prefer to be more egalitarian and simply be Ben. 

 

One way of pursuing humility is by not pursuing honours. 

Give all the glory to God himself and be a brother or sister in Christ. 

Humility (vv11-12) 

Things work very differently in God’s kingdom. 

Jesus offers an alternative way – the way of humility. 

The paradox of discipleship is that, verse 11: 

Matthew 23:11 NIV11  11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 

The secular leadership literature often talks about being a servant leader. 

I’m not sure that they fully grasp what Jesus means by that though. 

They mean being seen to serve. 

Jesus lay down his life for his enemies. 

 

This shouldn’t surprise us because Jesus said almost the same thing on a number of other 

occasions.3 

In fact, the principle goes all the way back at least as far as the prophet Ezekiel.4 

The Kingdom of God is upside down. 

The first will be last and the last will be first. 

 

Which is why Jesus gives a warning and a promise all wrapped up into one in verse 12. 

Firstly, there’s a warning. 

Those who exalt themselves will be humbled. 

And secondly, a promise that everyone who humbles themselves will be exalted. 

Verse 12: 

Matthew 23:12 NIV11  12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 

who humble themselves will be exalted. 

 

A friend of mine has talked about a world-wide teacher of the Bible who’s met a few times. 

He’s heard him say that his goal is to be the best Bible teacher in the world. 

That sounds like a noble aim, but I think it’s also profoundly anti-kingdom. 

I’m really not sure you can even be the best Bible teacher in the world if you want to be the 

best Bible teacher in the world. 
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Humility is the way of God’s kingdom. 

What a tricky thing to do! 

To be able to humble yourself means overcoming your pride. 

It means realising that God is in control and not you – that he rightly has the place as the 

highest authority in this world. 

 

Jono did the application for us a few weeks ago in Philippians 2. 

Follow Jesus as our example. 

He’s the one who didn’t see his equality with God something to cling onto. 

Instead, he humbly left the glory of heaven and humbled himself to be born as a human 

being. 

Eventually willingly dying on the cross for our sins. 

That’s why God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name above all names. 

 

We need the same mindset. 

Some Christians have helpfully said, 

“Christian history has demonstrated that … all the vices here attributed to 

the scribes and Pharisees have attached themselves to Christians, and in 

abundance.”5 

None of us are immune from this danger. 

It’s easy to throw stones at the Scribes and Pharisees, but we live in a glass house. 

We feel exactly the same pull that they did. 

 

Which is why we need to pursue humility and follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 

Conclusion 

As we bring this to a close for this passage, we see that Jesus is essentially giving the 

crowds and his disciples a choice. 

Either they can follow the Scribes and the Pharisees or they can follow him. 

They need to choose between the leaders who have power, position and poise and Jesus 

who is the example of humility. 

 

We really have the same choice because we need to humble ourselves if we’re going to 

follow Jesus. 
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It means accepting that he’s our Rabbi and bringing our whole lives into submission with 

him. 

That’s not easy to do. 

 

Mac Davis told us how hard it is to be humble, especially when you think that you’re perfect 

in any way. 

It’s proud hearts that really stop us from coming to Jesus. 

“Oh Lord it's hard to be humble 

When you're perfect in every way 

I can't wait to look in the mirror 

Cause I get better looking each day” 

I was singing this in the kitchen this morning and my wife said, “If you’re blind.” 

I choose to believe this was a general comment, not just directed at me personally. 

But she’s right. 

It’s only if we’re blind that we think we’re okay on our own. 

 

Jesus welcomes the weak, the broken and the struggling into his kingdom. 

He welcomes sinners who know that they need a saviour. 

But Jesus show us that it’s ultimately the choice between one who can answer their 

questions and those who can’t. 

It’s a choice between he who can make our burdens light and those who make our burdens 

heavy. 

 

We need sing: 

Oh Lord, help us to be humble, 

Only you’re perfect in every way, 

Help us to follow the road of humility, 

And follow in the footsteps of Jesus each day.

 
1 Numbers 15:37-41; Deuteronomy 22:12 
2 Matthew 9.20, 14:36. 
3 Mathew 18:4; 20:26 
4 Ezekiel 21:26 
5 Davies and Allison, Matthew, 3:262 in Grant R. Osborne and Clinton E. Arnold, Matthew, Zondervan 
Exegetical Commentary Series on the New Testament, v. 1 (Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan, 2010), 
840. 
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Big Idea:  Avoid hypocrisy by following Jesus in humility. 

Big Question:  How is Jesus different to the Scribes and Pharisees? 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the reason Jesus gives for his audience to do everything the scribes and the 

Pharisees say? 

2. Can you think of some examples of rules you’ve seen added to the Bible? 

3. Why shouldn’t they do what the Pharisees do? 

4. How does verse four fit with what Jesus said in verses two and three? 

5. What consequences do these verses have to the way we listen and speak to others? 

6. Is Jesus saying that it’s wrong to wear phylacteries and have seats of honour? 

7. Would Jesus be concerned with a child calling their parent ‘father’? 

8. Why do you think churches have and do use titles like ‘Teacher’ and ‘Father’? 

9. How is Jesus central to the nature of his kingdom? 

 


