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Big Question:  What is our hope in the midst of despair? 

Big Idea:  Jesus is our only hope amidst despair. 

Outline 

As we work our way through the end of Matthew’s gospel, we’re seeing the power of Jesus’ 

passion. 

Last week, we looked at his trial before the Jewish religious leaders towards the end of 

chapter 26. 

There wasn’t any evidence to be found against Jesus until the high priest asks whether he’s 

the Messiah. 

The power of the truth is that it will always come out, as it did when Jesus told the high priest 

that he was right. 

That section finishes with this poignant moment when the crowd immediately start laying into 

Jesus physically for daring to claim that he’s equal with God. 

  

After a telling us what happened with Peter during the trial (which we looked at a few weeks 

ago), Matthew continues telling us what happened early in the morning. 

We don’t know whether that means just after midnight or at daybreak. 

Verse one tells us clearly that the religious leaders’ plans have changed from working out 

how to catch Jesus out to exactly how he’ll be executed. 

They take counsel amongst themselves, decide to bind Jesus up and take him to the Roman 

prefect who was in town for the festival. 

 

Before we get to the trial before Pilate, the focus returns to Judas. 

This’s one of the few times that Matthew tells us something that we don’t find in any of the 

other gospels. 

We’re told what happened to Judas. 

What we’ll see this week is Jesus is our only hope amidst despair. 

I’ve outline the passage like this: 

• We need to repent of our sin (vv3-4a) 

• We need to take responsibility for our sin (vv4b-5) 

• We have hope in Jesus as the remedy for our sin (vv6-10) 



We need to repent of our sin (vv3-4a) 

Firstly, we need to repent of our sin. 

 

Judas had betrayed Jesus. 

He’d gone out of his way to offer his services as the mole who could help the Jewish leaders 

find the man they were after. 

While he happily accepted payment for his services, that obviously isn’t the end of the matter 

for him. 

Just like Peter and John, it seems like Judas is interested in what will happen next. 

 

Perhaps you’re like me, wondering what Judas thought would happen next. 

Is he expecting that Jesus would find a way to get out of the situation, just like he’d done at 

other times before? 

Was Judas thinking this would be a case of no harm, no foul with the added bonus of making 

some quick cash on the side? 

Maybe he’s hoping to back Jesus into a corner with the hope that he’ll finally be pushed into 

action. 

Is this the nudge he needs to reveal to the world what the disciples have known for ages – 

that Jesus is the Messiah who’ll come to liberate them from their Roman overlords? 

 

We’ll never know exactly what he was thinking, but it seems clear that Judas WASN’T 

expecting to see Jesus condemned. 

As he watches Jesus being condemned by the mob, it hits him that this’s no joking matter. 

His sin, his act of betrayal, has consequences he didn’t expect. 

Matthew tells us that he’s suddenly gripped with remorse after he sees that Jesus is 

condemned. 

 

The big question that just about everyone – me included – has at this point is, “Did Judas 

repent?” 

We can’t escape that Matthew uses the word the word ‘repent’ here, although it’s not the 

word for repent that’s often used.1 

Repenting means changing your mind about something, but it also means more than that. 

It means changing direction too. 

 

There’s a group of evangelists in Brisbane who insist that repenting simply means changing 

your mind. 



They go out to meet people in person and online, sharing the gospel with the hope of seeing 

them won for Jesus. 

If the person they’re talking to changes their mind about their need for salvation during the 

conversation, then bingo, they claim that the person as repented and become a Christian. 

Even if that person walks away and never shows any fruit of repentance in their lives. 

 

Repenting means changing your mind AND living differently too. 

When you repent, you stop sinning, do a U-turn, and start living differently. 

If you really are sorry, then you’ve got to try never to do it again, yeah, you’ve got to try real, 

real hard. 

It’s the difference between saying sorry and being sorry. 

 

A helpful analogy is someone travelling on a train.2 

Judas was travelling on a train going in the wrong direction. 

He got off the train going in the wrong direction, but sadly, he doesn’t get on the training 

going in the right direction. 

He’s left standing on the station. 

 

Judas recognised that he’d sinned, verse four. 

Listen to his words: 

Matthew 27:4a NIV11  4 “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent 

blood.”  

He recognises that he’s had a hand in sending an innocent man to his death. 

Betraying someone who’s innocent is a terrible thing to do and that’s a significant thing for 

anyone to have weighing on their conscience. 

Remember that Jesus said: 

Matthew 26:24 NIV11  24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But 

woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not 

been born.” 

 

Again, I don’t want to miss the obvious point that we need to repent of our sin, not just be 

sorry for it. 

Sin is significant, it matters. 

It matters to God and it matters to other people because we hurt both God and others when 

we sin. 

There’s a very real danger that we’ll just try to forget and move on by putting it in the past. 



We need to repent of our sin and seek to follow in God’s different way of righteous living. 

 

In Acts, there’s a record of the speech that Peter gave on the day of Pentecost. 

Peter explains that Jesus is the Messiah who was put to death, but that God raised him back 

to life for salvation and that he’s sitting at God’s right hand. 

The people in the crowd realise that they’re guilty and so want to know what they should do. 

They respond by asking: 

Acts 2:37 NIV11  37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said 

to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

Peter replies: 

Acts 2:38 NIV11  38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Repent.  Turn from your sin. 

 

We need to repent of our sin. 

We need to take responsibility for our sin (vv4b-5) 

We need to take responsibility for our sin. 

 

Judas goes to the chief priests and the elders, where he makes his confession. 

How do they reply? 

I’ll summarise it in the immortal response of Sir Frank from Yes, Prime Minister, “That’s Y.P.” 

Yes, that’s right, I said the letters Y.P. – “Your problem.” 

What’s it got to do with them?  That’s Y.P. 

 

The religious leaders of Israel deny having any responsibility for what’s happened. 

Pull the other one, it plays Jingle Bells. 

They’re pushing the cart uphill with that argument when they’re the ones who were looking 

for a way to get Jesus. 

After the trial that we looked at last week, there’s clearly blood on their hands. 

Even if they’re talking about the very specific act of betraying Jesus, how can they honestly 

distance themselves from it when they’re the ones who were willing to pay Judas to betray 

Jesus? 

 



There’s not an ounce of compassion in their response. 

These religious leaders certainly aren’t leading the people of God into repentance like they 

should be doing. 

An important role of godly leaders is to lead their people to repent before God. 

After God’s people returned from exile, the people of Israel are led in a day-long Bible 

teaching conference.3 

The result is that the people are cut to the heart – much like many were on the day of 

Pentecost – and they repent before God for their sin. 

More than that, to turn back to God in faith. 

By failing to do this, the leaders are in some way responsible for what happens next. 

 

Judas responds by throwing the money back into the temple before leaving, verse five. 

This was probably right into the centre of the temple, not just the treasury. 

Judas had no intention of keeping the money he’d earned for betraying Jesus, so he leaves 

it where only the priests were able to retrieve it. 

 

You might be thinking that looks like repentance, since Judas returns the money to the 

temple. 

And it might well be, but it seems to me that there’s a big difference between Judas and, 

say, Zacchaeus. 

Zacchaeus was a wealthy tax collector. 

When he meets Jesus in Luke 19, he says that he’s going to pay back everyone he’s 

cheated four times the amount. 

He’s very deliberate to make sure that he doesn’t just pay it back, but that he’s convinced to 

make generous restitution as well. 

 

I think that it’s more likely that Judas wanted to distance himself from the events that’ve just 

happened. 

I think this’s an act that shows his lack of real and true repentance. 

He just wants to draw a line under what’s happened, trying to disconnect himself from what’s 

happened. 

If he returns the money, he won’t be responsible any longer. 

 

Being mournful over your sin doesn’t get you out of the consequences of your sin. 

Have you ever tried to unscramble an egg? 

Short of feeding it to a chook who can make another egg, it just can’t be done. 



Although a quick Google search led me down a Chemist’s rabbit hole about some 

fascinating research into unfolding proteins, which found that you can unboil one.4 

Well, 85% anyway. 

Sometimes you just can’t unwind or undo the situation and it’s too late because the damage 

has already been done. 

Even true repentance doesn’t mean that you’re completely absolved of the consequences of 

your sin. 

 

Judas didn’t have the kind of repentance that leads to salvation. 

Writing to the church in Corinth, Paul talks about two kinds of sorrow. 

There’s a godly sorrow that leads to salvation and a worldly sorrow that brings death. 

2 Corinthians 7:10 NIV11  10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation 

and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 

 

It’s hard not to think that Paul had Judas and Peter in mind when he wrote that. 

Remember that we skipped over Peter’s denial, but if you were reading this through in order, 

that’d still be fresh in your mind (that’s also one of the reasons not to play with the order of 

the Bible text, Ben). 

Judas betrays Jesus and Peter denies him. 

However, their responses are very different. 

Peter seems to have the kind of godly repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no 

regret. 

Judas seems to have the kind of sorrow that leads to death. 

 

One of the reasons for saying that is that this is followed by a profoundly sad moment. 

Returning the money clearly wasn’t enough to lift the burden from Judas' heart. 

It’s a devastating moment for Judas as we read some truly sad and confronting words in the 

Bible, there in verse 5: 

Matthew 27:5b NIV11  Then he went away and hanged himself. 

Luke doesn’t record this in his gospel, but he does in the book of Acts. 

There, he adds some slightly different emphasis. 

Acts 1:18–19 NIV11 18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas 

bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines 

spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their 

language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 

 



The Romans thought it was honourable to take your own life because it was a means of 

atoning for your sins. 

Jews didn’t see taking your own life as a good thing at all. 

One of the reasons is because their understanding of life is built on the dignity that ALL 

human beings have, made in the image of God. 

God – as our Creator – is the only one with the right to give and take away life. 

 

Judas clearly didn’t have the kind of repentance that left him with no regret. 

The irony is that he couldn’t without taking responsibility for his sin. 

Confession to God is an important step in repentance. 

Instead, he was in utter despair. 

Judas had no hope because he wasn’t really trusting in Jesus. 

Even though Jesus is the only place where true hope can be found. 

 

Jesus went to the cross to give hope to the hopeless. 

Because of the cross, death as the judgement for our sin is no longer the end of our story. 

Trusting in Jesus rewrites our story because our story gets rewritten in him. 

When we confess our sin, repent and trust in Jesus, the ultimate consequences of our sin 

are erased, and he gives us the gift of life. 

The hope of the gospel is that our sins will be forgiven and won’t be counted against us 

anymore because Jesus has taken the punishment we deserve. 

 

Overwhelmed by the burden of what he’d just been a part of, Judas was so weighed down 

that he felt like the only way to escape was by taking his own life. 

Judas’ story is a tragedy that needn’t have been this way. 

If he turned to God, he would’ve found the forgiveness that’s offered in Christ. 

He needed the hope that can only be found in Christ. 

 

There are two applications that I want to make from this. 

Application #1:  Reading the Bible 
The first application is about how we read the Bible. 

This might seem a little tangential because it is, but it’s also important. 

 

The story goes that there once was a man who was reading his Bible. 



He flipped it open at a random place to see what the Lord was saying to him. 

He turned to Matthew 27:5: 

Matthew 27:5 NIV11  5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he 

went away and hanged himself. 

A bit perplexed about what God might be saying, he flicked forward in his Bible to Luke 

10:37: 

Luke 10:37b NIV11 Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Quite concerned about what the Lord was saying, he turned some pages and landed at John 

13:27: 

John 13:27b NIV11  So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 

 

I want to be careful of making light of something that’s so serious as someone taking their 

own life, but the story makes an important point. 

It would be truly tragic if anyone ever did that and acted on it. 

Because that’s not what God’s saying. 

It’s tragic whenever someone tries to read the Bible out of context because it makes God out 

to be saying something he’s not. 

 

You might’ve heard people say something like, “You can make the Bible say anything!” 

You can use the Bible to back up any position that you’d like to. 

That’s true. 

If you wanted to take it to the point of being absurd, you can make anything say just about 

anything if you leave out enough letters. 

 

That’s why we need to work hard at reading the Bible in context. 

The context of each passage shows that those snippets of verses don’t mean what they look 

like when they’re strung together. 

Which is why we’re trying to read the Bible in sections that aren’t so small that we miss the 

forest for the trees. 

At the same time that we don’t read such a large amount that we skip over the details. 

It’s a tricky balancing act. 

 

Whenever we read a passage of the Bible, it must always be with a view to what the whole 

Bible says. 

That means taking into account EVERYTHING that God has revealed about a matter. 



Sometimes, a passage will only give you one of the angles, while other times you will get 

both. 

For example: 

Proverbs 26:4–5 NIV11 4 Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you yourself 

will be just like him. 5 Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his 

own eyes. 

Which one is right?  Both of them! 

We need to be wise how we read the Bible and sometimes that means holding seemingly 

competing things in tension. 

It takes wisdom to apply God’s word into different situations. 

Not doing that is quite dangerous. 

Application #2:  Suicide 
The second application is no joke either. 

 

A question that I really struggled with this week was, “When should we, as a church, talk 

about suicide?” 

This is a heavy and weighty topic – a matter of life and death – which is very real and raw. 

Many of us are in different places with different experiences and just like you, I’ve got my 

own story about how suicide has affected me personally. 

It’s often seen as a taboo topic, yet we can’t overestimate the impact that this’s having on 

our society – both inside and outside the church. 

A survey of Christians from 2017 suggests that almost one-third of us know a close friend or 

family member that died by suicide.5 

I realise that even raising this topic won’t be easy for some of you. 

Teens and men need to listen up because this particularly affects you. 

Stats from 2021 tell us that suicide is the most common cause of death for young people 

aged 15-24.6 

 

What time is the right time and place to talk about this with sensitivity and compassion? 

The funeral of someone who’s taken their own life isn’t the right time and place, yet I know 

that at some Christian funerals it’s the elephant in the room which isn’t mentioned at all. 

While I understand the criticism that pastors don’t talk about this enough, the Bible doesn’t 

address this topic in very many places.7 

I recognise that never saying anything isn’t helpful either. 

Since this is one of the handful of passages in the Bible where this topic is raised for us, I 

want to spend about 15 minutes addressing the topic of suicide today. 



While I’m full of trepidation because I’m not an expert and I can’t say everything, my sincere 

prayer is that saying something will be helpful. 

I’m going to try and answer three big questions that we might have. 

 

One of the first questions that comes to mind is, “Why?” 

“Why would someone take their own life?” 

It’s different for different people and there’s no one-size-fits-all answer as to why someone 

would find themselves struggling and feeling like there’s absolutely no hope. 

We need to understand that the pain they’re feeling really is immense and the darkness is 

just so overwhelming that there doesn’t seem like a way back to the light. 

The pain, anguish, stress, agony and suffering weigh you down so much that it doesn’t feel 

like you can bear it and at you need to escape the despair. 

For some people, the shame and embarrassment of something they’ve done may feel so 

overwhelming that taking their own life seems like the only way out. 

These things are real and they’re not trivial. 

  

The second big question is, “Do Christians who commit suicide go to heaven?” 

There are at least two reasons that you might be asking that question. 

Perhaps it’s because it’s a very real question for you at the moment and so you’re wondering 

if it would be an okay course of action for you to take. 

I think that it’s loving to clearly say that, no, it’s not okay. 

 

Suicide is a sinful choice made by an individual. 

From the very first chapter of the Bible, we learn that that human beings are made in the 

image of God. 

God is the one who sets the seasons and times of our life and so, taking your life goes 

against God’s sovereign right over life and death. 

Friend, God doesn’t make mistakes with his plans or his timing. 

The sixth commandment says: 

Exodus 20:13 NIV11 “You shall not murder. 

Killing yourself is still killing and so it’s wrong. 

 

More than that, it’s horrible and leaves a trail of devastation behind. 

You might be thinking that you’re such a burden that your family and friends would be better 

off without you. 



The pain that your passing will cause your friends and family will be immense. 

They don’t want you to do this. 

 

Perhaps you’re asking whether Christians who commit suicide go to heaven because you 

want to know the eternal destiny of a friend or family member. 

We might feel hurt by what they’ve done and so we may try to make sense of it by wanting to 

blame or be angry at them. 

Were they a true Christian?  If they were, did they lose their salvation? 

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that suicide is a moral sin that sends someone to hell 

since they couldn’t confess it before their death. 

 

The Bible teaches something different. 

We’re saved by grace, not by our individual acts of repentance. 

Just because this’s the last thing you do, doesn’t mean that you aren’t forgiven in Christ. 

If you’re in Christ, the blood of Christ covers all your sins and you’re never outside the reach 

of his grace. 

Every sin we’ll ever commit – past, present and future – was paid for when? 

In the past, not just the ones that we’ve already done or have repented of, otherwise, none 

of us would be saved. 

Jesus died once-and-for-all sins: 

Hebrews 10:12 NIV11  12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 

 

While there’s no example of a Christian in Scripture taking their own life, this doesn’t mean 

that someone who does isn’t a Christian. 

The decision that affects your eternal destiny is whether you trust Christ’s sacrificial death in 

your place, not the decision to take your own life. 

That doesn’t mean that you should pursue it, but it doesn’t mean that someone who does 

take their life isn’t a Christian either. 

Earlier in Matthew’s gospel – chapter 12 – Jesus talked about the unforgivable sin. 

That’s a callused, hardened and continual rejection of the Holy Spirit and not suicide that’s 

the offence against God. 

 

The third big question is, “What can I do to help someone who’s considering suicide?” 

The big thing that needs to be said and heard is that there is hope and there is help.   

There’s hope and there’s help. 



Life is worth living. 

1. A feeling of loneliness is a significant risk factor in people taking their own life.  

Connection and relationships really help and that’s why Christian community matters so 

much.  People who can’t see a way out need to know that they’re not alone and others 

are there who will gently walk the journey with them.  If you’re worried about someone, 

it’s okay to ask directly if someone is contemplating suicide.  It’s unlikely to put a new 

idea in their head and it says that you won’t be surprised or angry if they share what’s 

really going on.  

2. If someone tells you that they’re considering suicide, we often don’t know what to do to 

help.  The most important thing you can do is listen.  Assume that the person is serious.  

You especially need to listen for four things:  an absence of hope, a plan for what they’ll 

do, the means to carry it out and the intention to do it.  If they need immediate help, you 

must call 000 or at the very least, Lifeline.  It’s okay to do that. 

3. Contact other people that can help.  Preferably more than one.  Just like this is too much 

for the person who’s struggling to carry alone, it’s too much for you as well.  No one 

single person can provide all the help that’s needed.  Don’t keep it secret.  Don’t keep it 

secret because this’s too much to carry on your own, so don’t promise that you will.  

Contact other people that can help, preferably more than one. 

4. We have gospel hope that our sins will not be counted against us and that nothing can 

separate us from the love of Christ.  The only long-term hope and life can be found in the 

gospel, and so they need people speaking this into their life.  However, while this’s true 

and ultimately what someone who’s struggling with suicide needs, correcting their 

theology and quoting Bible verses may not help in their moment of crisis. 

May God give us the grace to be a source of hope and compassion in those moments for the 

benefit of those who are struggling. 

 

Let me be clear because I’ve included this in the section about taking responsibility for sin. 

It’s always a dilemma – do you put a comment like this up the front so that people aren’t 

thinking about it while you say other things, or do you put it at the end so that it’s the last 

thing people remember? 

I want to be clear that not everyone who’s struggling with suicidal thoughts is doing so 

because of unrepentant sin. 

It simply is NOT true that all hopelessness and depression comes as a direct result of a 

specific sin that needs to be repented of. 

I know that some churches teach that, but that’s not what I’m saying because I don’t think it’s 

what the Bible teaches us. 

But it’s also true that SOMETIMES it CAN be a factor, so it’s wise not to rule that out as the 

only thing that COULDN’T be the problem. 

Whatever the cause, we want to lovingly and compassionately help our friends and family 

avoid walking into sin in this way. 

We love and care about them too much. 



We have hope in Jesus as the remedy for our sin (vv6-10)  

Finally, we have hope in Jesus as the remedy for sin. 

 

It’s interesting that the incident doesn’t finish at this point. 

Instead, the chief priests pick up the coins and that leaves them with a dilemma. 

It obviously wasn’t a secret where it’d come from and what it was used for. 

They explicitly say that it was blood money. 

Although there’s no verse that talks about blood money specifically,8 tainted money wasn’t 

allowed in the treasury, for example if it came from prostitution.9 

 

The irony of this situation is simply absurd. 

The priests really couldn’t care less about the innocent blood that’s about to be shed, yet 

they care very much about this money which they considered to be tainted. 

The irony of the situation doesn’t seem to dawn on them at all. 

They’re more interested in ceremonial cleanness than they are about justice. 

 

Since they didn’t think it could be taken into the temple coffers, they’ve got to work out what 

to do with the money. 

Some bright spark comes up with the solution of using it to buy a cemetery, somewhere to 

bury foreigners. 

An acceptable way to deal with dodgy funds is by putting them to use for public good. 

So, they buy the potter’s field – probably the place which had been used to collect clay to 

make bowls, dishes, plates and other ceramics. 

Matthew’s gospel was likely written down about 30 years after these events took place and 

this place has become widely known as the Field of Blood, exactly what it’s called in Acts 1 

as well. 

 

That’s all very well and it’s obviously recorded for us because that’s exactly what happened. 

This wasn’t some random act made up. 

Yet Matthew tells us that that there’s something deeper going on. 

This was a fulfillment of the prophet Jeremiah. 

Have a look at verses nine and ten: 

Matthew 27:9–10 NIV11 9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was 

fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of 

Israel, 10 and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 



 

What Matthew records here sounds really similar to Zechariah 11. 

In that passage, Zechariah gets paid 30 pieces of silver which he throws it to the potter in the 

house of the Lord. 

Zechariah 11:12–13 NIV11  12 I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; but if 

not, keep it.” So they paid me thirty pieces of silver. 13 And the LORD said to me, 

“Throw it to the potter”—the handsome price at which they valued me! So I took the 

thirty pieces of silver and threw them to the potter at the house of the LORD. 

 

Zechariah is called in to shepherd the flock of God’s people who have been marked for 

slaughter because of the poor shepherds watching over them. 

He gets rid of the evil shepherds and begins caring for the sheep properly, but instead of 

being grateful, they hate Zechariah. 

They show their hatred by insulting him, paying him the measly amount of 30 shekels. 

He throws the money back at them, telling them that they’ll get the shepherd they deserve.  

 

This describes what the leaders of Israel are doing when Jesus comes along. 

They’re the shepherds who aren’t looking after the sheep very well. 

But the problem isn’t just with them, the sheep have turned on Jesus the caring shepherd, 

just like they turned on Zechariah. 

They’re happy to see him sold out for a paltry sum. 

 

That’s all very well, but Matthew says that this was a fulfilment of what was said by 

Jeremiah, not Zechariah. 

Here’s the conundrum. 

Beale and Carson call it “the strangest fulfillment quotation in all of Matthew.”10 

There are several suggestions of how we could make sense of this.  

 

Option one is that Matthew got confused and mixed his prophets up. 

That’s what people in the past like like Jerome and Calvin thought. 

Or he was flat-out lying, which doesn’t seem likely. 

Matthew’s always talking about things being fulfilled. 

 

Option two is that there’s a small number of manuscripts that say Zechariah instead of 

Jeremiah. 



Perhaps they got it right, but usually that happens when someone’s tried to fix what they 

think is a mistake. 

Most manuscripts say Jeremiah. 

 

Option three is that Jeremiah is Matthew’s way of summarising all of the prophets in the 

Bible. 

The Old Testament can be split into the Law, the Writings, and the Prophets. 

It’s claimed that, “In the rabbinical order of the prophetic books, Jeremiah was always listed 

first,”11 and so it was used as a way of summarising that whole section. 

If that’s the case, I can find any references to that being a thing, but what I did find was a 

commentary that said that the evidence for this theory is very weak. 

 

I think there’s one more option that’s most likely what Matthew’s doing here. 

When we give a quote, we usually give it word for word and cite exactly who said it and 

where we got it from. 

However, when the Bible was written, things were done that way. 

They would happily quote two people at once and only name one of them. 

The expectation was that the reader would know the Old Testament well enough to know 

exactly where it came from. 

 

You get a clear example of this in Mark 1:2-3. 

Mark says that he’s quoting from Isaiah and he does, quoting from Isaiah 40:3. 

But he also quotes from Malachi 3:1 without feeling the need to name him. 

As you can see, I’ve got the Malachi part in blue and the Isaiah part in yellow. 

Mark 1:2–3 NIV11  2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger 

ahead of you, who will prepare your way” — 3 “a voice of one calling in the 

wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ” 

 

Matthew’s quoting from Zechariah, whom he doesn’t even mention. 

But we’re also meant to think of the things that Jeremiah said too. 

Jeremiah mentions potters and buying fields a few times and these pick up on many of the 

same themes. 

In Jeremiah 18, there’s a potter who can make whatever he wants from the clay. 

God says that he’s the potter and he has the right to judge Israel if they don’t repent of their 

evil. 



Then, in Jeremiah 19, Jeremiah buys a clay jar which he smashes as a sign of the judgment 

that they’ll bring on themselves. 

 

Finally, there’s Jeremiah 32, where Jeremiah buys a field. 

That seems like a strange thing to do because they’re under siege by Babylon. 

It’s not a good time to invest in property when you’re about to be squashed. 

But the property is bought in the hope that they’ll be able to return to this land in the future. 

 

I know that this doesn’t seem very clear and part of that’s because we don’t know our Old 

Testaments very well. 

Let me see if I can summarise what’s going on. 

Matthew’s saying that the leaders of Israel are showing what poor shepherds they are. 

They don’t think they’re to blame in any way, but God says differently and so they will face 

judgment for that. 

 

Jesus has come along and he’s been rejected by everyone. 

He’s going to die, but there’s still hope. 

He’ll come out of the grave and bring new life for his people. 

They’re reject him, but there’ll still be a future because of him. 

 

We can have hope because Jesus is the remedy for sin. 

Conclusion 

What hope is there in a broken and twisted world? 

What hope is there when we consider our own sin? 

Don’t despair. 

There’s much hope because Jesus has died and risen again. 

If we repent and trust in him, our sins will be forgiven. 

Jesus is our only hope amidst despair.
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Hope in Despair 

Matthew 27:1-10 
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Big Question:  What is our hope in the midst of despair? 

Big Idea:  Jesus is our only hope amidst despair. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What was it that triggered remorse in Judas? 

2. What does it mean to repent?  How does 2 Corinthians 7:10 help shape how we think of 

this? 

3. Do you think that Judas repented?  Why or why not? 

4. How would you rate the response from the chief priests and elders? 

5. Why is suicide such a big issue in our culture? 

6. Do you think that a Christian can commit suicide? 

7. What are some things you can do if you are concerned that someone is suicidal? 

8. Why does Matthew think that it’s important that the tainted money was used to buy a 

field? 


