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Big Question:  Why doesn’t God deal with evil? 

Big Idea:  God cares so much about injustice that he deals with the injustice in you. 

Introduction 

The brokenness of the world we live in is on display everywhere we look. 

Just turn on the news and you’ll come across injustice every day. 

From the way that the boss sides with the office bully to the teacher who’s just plain mean 

for no reason. 

Countries that are led by self-centred dictators down to individuals who’ll push every 

boundary to get their own way. 

 

Some people think that big business is the problem because they don’t care about anything 

other than making a dollar. 

At the same time, we’ve all heard of small business owners who treat their employees like 

dirt. 

Others blame the government, regularly voting one lot out only to replace them with a 

different set of people with a different set of problems. 

Or the system even though history shows us that injustice is a part of both capitalist and 

socialist societies. 

 

Many people have asked, “If God’s real, why doesn’t he do something about the injustice in 

the world.” 

Surely injustice is his problem to fix. 

This’s what we call the problem of evil and it’s something that people have been grappling 

with for thousands of years. 

It’s what we’re going to see Malachi speak to in our passage today. 

Outline 

Malachi was a prophet about 450 years before the time of Jesus. 

He was God’s messenger, sent to minister to the people of Israel who’d survived exile in 

Babylon. 

At this point they were in a spiritual holding pattern though. 



They were back physically – Jerusalem was protected, the temple was rebuilt – yet 

spiritually they were a mess. 

Their hearts were cold, and it played out in a number of ways. 

 

Last week, we saw how their fractured love for God resulted in unfaithfulness. 

Unfaithfulness to God himself, but also unfaithfulness to each other. 

Men were abandoning the wives they’d promised to protect so they could marry women who 

worshipped other gods. 

As his children, God calls us to be faithful as he is faithful. 

 

Malachi is made up of six different oracles. 

We’ve looked at the first three together and we’re up to number four today. 

That means we’ve got two to go and then we’ll probably spend a week looking at Obadiah 

because it fits in nicely with Malachi. 

This oracle’s all about injustice. 

 

What we’re going to see is that God cares so much about injustice that he deals with the 

injustice in you. 

• God is TIRED by his people (2:17) 

• God will TURN UP for his people (3:1) 

• God will TREAT his people (3:2-4) 

• God will TESTIFY against his people (3:5) 

God is TIRED by his people (2:17) 

We’ll start by seeing that God’s wearied to the point of frustration by his people’s words. 

 

Malachi’s a straight shooter, plainly telling us the problem isn’t God but them. 

God’s people aren’t being bored to tears by God’s words like we might expect. 

If you’re more godly than me, you won’t ever have had the experience where you’re just 

trying to power through reading 1 Chronicles because honestly, hearing about what 

happened to some obscure kings is less exciting than reading the dictionary. 

He tells them they’re the ones who’re making God tired. 

 

I don’t know what the word ‘weary’ makes you think of. 

Maybe you think of just being a little bit tired – someone saying “I’m feeling a little weary this 

morning.” 



From what I can work out, the weariness here is next-level tiredness. 

It’s that extreme, whole body feels like it’s moving through custard, “I’m not sure if I can 

sleep this off” tired. 

In a week like this, it makes me thing of the World War II P.O.W. Weary Dunlop who 

faithfully tended to men who were underfed and overworked to exhaustion. 

The cause of this weariness isn’t too much work but their words. 

 

You’ve probably experienced this before. 

You know what it’s like when you’re in a conversation and you can see the other person’s 

lips moving but their words just aren’t registering because you stopped caring a long time 

ago. 

It was a matter of life and death for poor Eutychus who fell out of a window and died when 

he was listening to Paul’s preaching on and on. 

I remember seeing an investigative journalist do a piece years ago about the abbreviations 

that optometrists would put in their patient notes. 

Things like WNSU which stands for Will Not Shut Up. 

An acronym that may or may not be used on occasion to describe certain members of our 

household – I can neither confirm nor deny. 

Or perhaps you don’t need an illustration because it feels like what you’re living through right 

now. 

 

By now, we probably shouldn’t be surprised by their response when Malachi tells them this. 

Their motto is “Deny, deny, deny.” 

“How have we wearied him?” 

Malachi can give them some examples. 

 

Notice that he’s not calling them out for the sheer quantity of words coming out of their 

mouths. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus condemns the Pharisees for using many words when 

they pray. 

The reason for that is they were trying to look impressive and to manipulate God with their 

words. 

That’s dangerous, but friends, you mustn’t ever think that you’re in danger of upsetting God 

because you’re taking too much of his attention by praying too much. 

 

Rest assured, this isn’t saying that God stops listening to our prayers if we ask too often or 

we talk to him for too long. 



You may wonder if what you’re praying for is too small for him to care about or if you’re 

stumbling too much with what you’re trying to say. 

Other people might judge you for that – not that they should – but God doesn’t. 

He invites you to pour out your heart to him in prayer – it’s one of the great privileges of 

being a child of God. 

 

It’s what they’re saying that makes them the ultimate God botherers. 

Firstly, they’re affirming sin. 

It’s bad enough just calling evil good and good evil. 

It’s even worse when someone says that God himself is doing it. 

In contradiction to everything else that God’s ever said, they were saying that God approves 

of sin. 

 

They’re looking around and seeing evil people prosper, just like we do. 

It’s simply not our experience that people get what’s coming to them. 

We know that the concept of karma is garbage because people don’t always get their just 

desserts in this lifetime. 

Sometimes it feels like it’s all the bad boys who get to have all the fun while the good guys 

suffer. 

 

We see people prosper all the time by being dishonest. 

It really annoys me when tradies tell you that the bill will be cheaper if you pay in cash 

because then you won’t have to pay GST. 

Of course, they don’t drop the bill by the 30 or 50 percent that they’re saving themselves 

because they’re not going to pay the tax they should. 

Not only is it wrong because they’re ripping off the government, it’s unfair because they’re 

ripping you off too. 

 

Often, instead of setting a good example, it’s the most powerful people who’ve got the 

morals of an alley cat. 

In their arrogance and pride, they become violent towards others. 

They’ll use their power to manipulate others and take any advantage they can get. 

If you want to know what it looks like not to care about justice, then just listen to the stories 

that’ve been coming out of parliament house about the antics that go on there. 

If the stories are even half true, our nation’s leaders have built a toxic culture of injustice. 

 



When you see this kind of thing happening, you might come to the conclusion that it’s 

because God’s smiling at their behaviour. 

Some will conclude that God must approve since he’s not doing anything to stop it. 

That seems to be exactly the kind of thing Malachi’s got a problem with. 

They’ve saying that God must be pleased with all those who are prospering by doing evil. 

They’re good.  She’ll be apples because he must be pleased with them. 

No.  Saying that wearies God. 

 

We need to be careful though, even as we call out sin for what it is. 

Sin is so slippery that we can actually use injustice as justification for our own sin. 

Psalm 73 speaks to the whole question of the wicked prospering and as I was reading it, a 

line really stuck out to me. 

He makes the case that sometimes it’s less a sense of justice that makes us upset as a 

sense of envy. 

What upsets us isn’t that evil people are prospering, it’s that we’re not! 

We’re really jealous of what they’ve got. 

Psalm 73:3 NIV11  3 For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the 

wicked. 

 

Secondly, they were saying that God hadn’t bothered to show up. 

Where is he? 

How come he’s not showing up to judge people for what they’ve done wrong? 

The fault, they claim, really lies with God’s absence. 

 

They mistake God’s patience with not caring. 

God cares very, very much. 

In his kindness though, he doesn’t snuff people out the minute they sin. 

The Bible clearly tells us that the wages of sin is death.1 

If God was to judge us the moment we sin, we really wouldn’t last very long. 

Instead, he graciously gives us time to repent. 

The Bible presents the case that it’s not that God CAN’T do anything about evil and injustice. 

In fact as we’ll see soon, he already has, but there’s more that’s yet to happen. 

 

Pause for a moment and think about just how gracious God is. 



He doesn’t fly off the handle at these untruths they’re proclaiming. 

Isn’t it easy to get irritable when you hear something that’s untrue? 

Instead of lashing out in anger, he graciously just allows himself to be wearied. 

God cares, but out of his grace he delays acting. 

 

God is tired by his people. 

God will TURN UP for his people (3:1) 

God will also turn up for his people. 

Verse one is just awesome. 

 

God tells them that he’s going to send someone to prepare the way for him to come to his 

people. 

The Hebrew of verse one says that he’s going to send Malachi. 

Most of us have probably forgotten that’s what Malachi’s name means – my messenger. 

I think it’s right to see Malachi himself as part of the advance party who’s preparing the way 

for God by speaking these words. 

That’s what the words of this book are designed to do. 

 

However, Malachi’s own words suggest that he’s not the only fulfilment of this. 

He expected that God’s going to send another messenger to prepare the way. 

If you look over at chapter four, you’ll see that it’s the prophet Elijah no less. 

Look over to 4:5: 

Malachi 4:5 NIV11  5 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and 

dreadful day of the LORD comes. 

 

These verses are the reason that when we get to the New Testament, there’s an expectation 

that Elijah’s going to show up. 

Or really an Elijah-like figure because Matthew makes it quite clear that this’s fulfilled by 

Jack the Dipper. 

He looked and acted like Elijah. 

In Matthew 11, John’s disciples come to Jesus asking whether he’s the Messiah. 

Jesus tells them that John’s the one who fulfils Malachi’s words. 



Matthew 11:10 NIV11  10 This is the one about whom it is written:   “ ‘I will send my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 

 

With one quote, Jesus both validates John and declares that he’s God who’s turned up to be 

with his people. 

Because Malachi goes on in verse one to say that this first messenger will be followed by the 

sudden appearing of a Lord. 

See how Lord there is capitalised at the start, but the o-r-d are all in lower case? 

That’s because it translates the title or position ‘Adonai’ and not the name Yahweh. 

He’s promising that the judge they’re seeking will turn up in the temple. 

 

The temple’s been empty of God’s glory for a long time. 

Even though it’s been rebuilt, God still hasn’t come back like Ezekiel prophesied he would. 

God’s saying that he’s getting ready to act by coming to his people. 

You want this messenger to come and he’s going to come. 

We’re given the hint that his coming will be sudden and unexpected. 

 

Is that a promise or a threat?  It’s probably a bit of both. 

It’s a promise that God’s going to send someone who will judge rightly from his temple. 

That’s definitely good news for all those who’ve been wronged and suffered injustice. 

But there’s also some ominous overtones to this, a hint that they mightn’t like what they’ve 

wished for because it means that they’ll be held to account. 

 

He’ll also have another role as a messenger of the covenant. 

That means that he’ll be the one who comes and enforces the terms of the covenant 

between God and his people. 

He’ll give blessings to those who’ve kept the covenant and will be responsible for issuing the 

curses for covenant failure too. 

This messenger is going to be God’s representative, authorised to act on his behalf. 

 

In one breath Malachi expresses that the way will be prepared for God himself, but also for a 

separate messenger to the LORD Almighty. 

That must’ve been incredibly confusing for someone living over four hundred years before 

the coming of Jesus. 



It makes perfect sense when Jesus, both the representative of God the Father and yet still 

God himself, enters into the pages of history. 

In a few weeks time we’ll celebrate that God himself turned up to be with his people, born as 

a baby in Bethlehem. 

They were expecting a new Malachi, but they weren’t expecting that. 

 

God will turn up to be with his people. 

God will TREAT his people (3:2-4) 

Thirdly, God will treat his people. 

I don’t mean that he’ll treat them in the way that Americans use the word – I’ll treat you to 

lunch. 

More that he’ll apply a process to them which’ll change them. 

 

Those are some confronting questions in verse two. 

Who’ll be in the clear when the judge turns up? 

What kind of person’s going to make it through his judgement? 

The judge is coming so it’d be unwise to assume that everything’s just going to be hunky 

dory for you. 

Malachi 3:2a-b NIV11  2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand 

when he appears? 

 

The very thing that they’ve been getting up God’s nose about – demanding that he’ll come to 

judge – is going to happen. 

Justice will be served as he deals with all the injustice in the world. 

Obviously, he’s going to deal with all the really bad people. 

He’s going to bring justice for the sat upon, spat upon, ratted on. 

 

Who’s going to be able to stand when he does though? 

That’s a question worth asking because we’ve already seen that the priests are going to be 

in some strife. 

Wrongly, they’ve been hypocritically making offerings and allowing offerings that’re 

substandard. 

All the people aren’t going to be much better because they’ve been following the priest’s 

lead. 



Who – to answer Jesus’ question in John 8 – is without sin and so can cast the first stone? 

 

Fighting for injustice isn’t an easy thing to do. 

It’s often like painting a giant target on your back. 

What’s harder is realising that you’re at fault too. 

We’re all for justice coming to all the naughty people out there, but what about me? 

The reality is that I’m the source of all kinds of injustice myself. 

We want to divide the world into the goodies and the baddies, but the Bible tells us that 

we’re all sinners. 

Romans 3:23 NIV11  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 

If God’s going to judge, then he’s the judge of them. 

He’s also the judge of you. 

And he’s the judge of me. 

Malachi’s essentially asking them if they’re ready for that. 

I’m going to ask you this morning, “Are you ready to face God as judge?” 

I need to ask myself the exact same question. 

 

That’s why God needs to purify his people. 

He’ll be like a refiner’s fire, which in case you don’t know what that means, I’ll explain. 

When you dig a gold nugget out of the ground, it’s covered in all kinds of dirt and muck. 

To find out how much gold you’ve actually got, they put it in a cement crucible and use a 

blowtorch to burn everything off so that they’re left with pure gold. 

Obviously, the tech was a little less advanced in Malachi’s day, but the principle is still the 

same. 

 

I’m just amazed to think about just how kind and accommodating our God is. 

He’s holy, holy, holy and I can’t wrap my head around how amazing he is, yet he allows 

himself to be compared to a bar of Sard Wonder Soap so that we can get some insight into 

what he’s like. 

The Bible sometimes uses the term “fuller”, for example the Fuller’s Field outside of 

Jerusalem is mentioned in Isaiah 7. 

Fulling is where they’d wash wool to get all the dirt and burrs and oil out, leaving it white and 

ready to be died a different colour. 

It was a messy process and so it was done outside of the city. 



 

God says that he’s going to wash people clean and white like wool. 

God’s going to refine the Levites like wool, gold and silver. 

Only then will God have priests who’ll bring him the offerings that he deserves. 

They’ll be acceptable to God again, just like they were a long time ago. 

Have a look at verse three: 

Malachi 3:3b–4 NIV11 Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in 

righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the 

LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 

 

God’s going to change their hearts so that they want to obey him. 

All of the dirt and muck will be burned off by him. 

Their fractured hearts will be restored. 

To use the words of the prophet Ezekiel: 

Ezekiel 36:26 NIV11 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 

remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 

That’s the promise of God in the New Covenant. 

He will change our hearts and purify them so that they’re no longer fractured in their love. 

God will cleanse all those who trust in him. 

 

There’s two aspects to the refining process, isn’t there? 

You end up with the pure precious metals and clean wool at the end. 

However, you also have all the impurities that get burned up and washed away. 

Both of these are the reality of what God will do. 

 

Jesus is the one who cleanses us. 

For a long while, God was patient in not punishing sins. 

But he sent Jesus to the cross where he was on the receiving end of God’s justice. 

The punishment for sin fell on him. 

God did this so that he’d remain just in punishing sin as it deserves. 

Romans 3:25–26 NIV11 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to 

demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 

committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at 



the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 

Jesus. 

 

God metered out the punishment and he also received it. 

God is both just in punishing and unbelievably merciful in justifying us. 

If we trust in him, the cost of our sin has been paid by Jesus. 

We give Jesus our sin and he gives us his righteousness. 

Our sins can be forgiven and we can have a fresh start. 

That’s the gospel we preach. 

 

We find out that’s exactly what happened as the good news of what Jesus did on the cross 

went out. 

Malachi rightly paints us a bleak picture of the state of God’s people. 

Although the priests had gone way off the rails, the story doesn’t end there. 

In Acts 6, we find that many of the priests of Israel had their hearts changed and they 

became obedient to God. 

Acts 6:7 NIV11 7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 

increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

 

God will treat his people. 

God will TESTIFY against his people (3:5) 

God will testify against this people. 

 

God’s going to come and put them on trial. 

Everyone will be taken to court to give account for their actions. 

God himself will be in the witness box to give evidence. 

That’s a really sobering thought because while we can hide things from other people, we 

can’t hide them from God. 

 

The good news is that God’s going to provide all the evidence that’s needed to have a fair 

trial. 

God will enter the witness box and give evidence for the prosecution against those who’ve 

been oppressed. 

God will provide all the evidence that’s needed to prosecute anyone who’s been unjust. 



There’ll be enough evidence to convict well beyond any doubt. 

He won’t just present the evidence of actions, he’ll also present our thoughts and feelings as 

well. 

Not just what we did, but also all the things that no one else ever knew was even going on. 

 

The bad news is that every thought and action is exposed to him. 

There’s nowhere to hide from God’s gaze. 

In the Life Course, we use the analogy of a Go Pro action camera being strapped to your 

head for a week. 

However, this camera doesn’t just capture what we look at – as terrifying as that is – but also 

what we think and feel. 

Even the thought of showing you the footage of my thoughts and actions from the last week 

makes me squirm with embarrassment. 

 

Perhaps you think you’re going to be okay. 

You haven’t done anything majorly wrong. 

But can you stand the scrutiny of the God who sees and knows everything? 

If you think that you can, you don’t understand sin. 

It goes deep, deeper than you could ever imagine. 

It’s not just in your actions, but also in your thoughts and feelings. 

God sees every one. 

 

Other people don’t know that terribly hurtful thing that you thought. 

Don’t get me wrong, it’s better that you only thought it and didn’t actually say it because it’s 

not as destructive to just think something. 

But it’s still destructive and that sin is known to God. 

The Revelation shows us the scene of people who’ll try to hide under rocks rather than have 

their deeds exposed: 

Revelation 6:16 NIV11 16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us 

and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the 

Lamb! 

 

God will be quick to testify against anyone who who’s been unjust. 

Have a look at verse five: 



Malachi 3:5b NIV11 “I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and 

perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the 

widows and the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do 

not fear me,” says the LORD Almighty. 

That’s a really broad list that shows us that God cares about justice in many spheres of life 

where people abuse their position. 

In fact, I can say with absolute certainty that he cares about justice more than anyone in this 

room. 

He cares about injustice more than anyone who’s alive. 

Unlike us, there aren’t just one or two pet issues that he focuses on while ignoring all the 

rest. 

 

Jesus lay into the pharisees for caring about religious duty but not caring about justice. 

Matthew 23:23 NIV11 23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 

hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have 

neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. 

You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 

As his children, we need to be people who care about justice too. 

It can’t not be on our radar. 

 

No one will get away with it. 

God will testify against all those who are unjust. 

Conclusion 

God cares so much about injustice that he deals with the injustice in you. 

Why doesn’t God do something about the evil in the world? 

The answer to that question is that he has and he will. 

 

He sent his son as his messenger to the world. 

Jesus went to the cross so that our sin could be paid for and our hearts could be repaired. 

He went to the cross so that we can be purified from our sin. 

God will wash us clean with the blood that he shed, if we come to him in faith. 

 

Why do we still see a world of brokenness then? 

Well, because he came the first time to save. 



When he returns, he’ll come in judgement to purify his world from sinful people. 

That’s why you must trust in him today.

 
1 Romans 6:23 



Dealing with Injustice 
Malachi 2:17-3:5 

13 November 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  Why doesn’t God deal with evil? 

Big Idea:  God cares so much about injustice that he deals with the injustice in you. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is injustice? 

2. What does Malachi say that God’s people are doing to be God-botherers? 

3. What would you say to the person who’s concerned that they might weary God by 

praying to him too much or about something that’s too insignificant? 

4. Who’s the messenger that’s mentioned in verse one?  Who will he be followed by? 

5. What’s the problem with wanting God to come and judge? 

6. According to verses 2-4, what will God do with his people and what will be the result? 

7. Is there a common theme or thread that runs through the sins mentioned in verse five? 

8. What will God’s role be at the trial described in verse five? 

9. Is it optional for God’s people NOT to care about injustice?  What will this look like in 

practice? 

10. Come up with a single sentence (it might be complex) that summarises this passage.  

You don’t need to come up with it in one go.  You may like to make several 

drafts/refinements. 


