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The Danger of Unfaithfulness 

Malachi 2:10-16 

6 November 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  Don’t be unfaithful. 

Big Question:  Why does faithfulness matter? 

Introduction 

Let me tell you a story. 

There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 

The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, but the poor man had nothing 

except one little ewe lamb he had bought. 

He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. 

 

The poor man decided that it wasn’t enough. 

The poor man decided that it’d be in his best interests to leave his wife and family. 

So, he did. 

He left behind the bride he’d promised before witnesses to love and the children he’d been 

given responsibility to guide and nurture. 

 

The rich man had three daughters who were young, beautiful, and most important of all, 

available. 

He invested his time in wooing and courting the rich man and his daughters. 

Eventually, he ended up marrying one and became a part of the family business. 

And life was good as the poor man became rich. 

 

I wonder what you think that that story? 

It’s a classic tale of a man going from rags to riches. 

They’re the kind of stories that people often want to celebrate. 

Yet at what cost? 

A man abandoning his wife and family so that he can marry up and have a rich lifestyle. 

It’s also a profoundly appalling tale of unfaithfulness. 
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Outline 

As we’ve studied the minor prophets over the years, I think one of the things I’ve noticed 

most is their ability to get under our defences. 

God sent his prophets to shake up his people out of their apathy. 

These ancient words have the ability to penetrate our carefully constructed armour too. 

God’s word speaks to God’s people today every bit as much as when they were first spoken. 

 

Malachi was given the job of speaking to people whose love was fractured. 

Instead of loving God with all of their heart, soul, mind and strength, their love was lukewarm 

at best. 

His words may well challenge our own apathy. 

 

Last week, we finished the second oracle that Malachi delivered. 

The priests weren’t instructing people by speaking God’s word. 

God warned them that their blessings would be turned to curses if they continued to fail to 

fear his name. 

If they don’t change, they’d be carried out of the temple along with the detritus from their own 

sacrifices. 

 

Which brings us to this third oracle. 

It kind of puts legs on what we saw last week. 

The net of application widens from the priests (and by implication all the people) to applying 

directly to all of the people. 

Their unfaithfulness is what’s in view here. 

 

Whether you’re with us for the first time this morning or you’ve been part of our church for 

almost a decade, it’s important that you know that I didn’t choose this passage because I’ve 

got an axe to grind. 

If anything, this chapter was actually on my list of reasons NOT to work through Malachi. 

I can’t, I don’t apologise for teaching the whole counsel of God. 

God’s word has parts that’re uncomfortable and out-of-step with the wider culture and 

perhaps even our own Christian sub-culture. 

 

What I do apologise for is for being insensitive, whether that’s intentional or not. 
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I understand that this passage speaks to something that personally affects many of you and 

is weighty. 

It’s just not possible to say something about every circumstance and situation. 

But I would ask that you listen carefully to God’s word though and not miss what it’s clearly 

saying. 

 

This oracle challenges us not to be unfaithful. 

I know that’s a double-negative and so we could say, “Be faithful.” 

However the emphasis seems to be more on not being unfaithful. 

The word faithless appears five times in these seven verses. 

One of the key points of application is to be faithful, but the emphasis in on not being 

unfaithful. 

 

I know that you think I love three-part outlines, but I really don’t go looking for them. 

If you’ve got a beef, then take your complaint up with God because that’s just how many, 

many passages in his word divide up. 

This morning, we’ve got three problems: 

• The Problem of Unfaithfulness (v10) 

• The Problem of Unfaithful Marriage (vv11-12) 

• The Problem of Unfaithful Divorce (vv13-16) 

The Problem of Unfaithfulness (v10) 

Firstly, the problem of unfaithfulness in verse ten. 

 

God was speaking to the priests in the first half of chapter two, but now it’s clearly all the 

people who are in his sights. 

Then he drops an absolute doozy of a question. 

Notice that it’s actually said in the voice of the people:  “Why do we profane the covenant of 

our ancestors by being unfaithful to one another?” 

If you’re someone who likes to graffiti their Bible, you might like to underline the “one 

another”. 

It’s not the last time that Malachi’s going to turn our expectations on their head. 

 

When I hear God calling out people for being unfaithful, I expect him to be talking about their 

unfaithfulness towards him. 

That’s a truth that’s revealed many, many times in the Bible. 
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While that’s ultimately true even here, that’s not the emphasis. 

Their unfaithfulness is revealed in a rift between each other. 

The unfaithfulness seems to be amongst God’s people. 

 

As Australians, we’ve seen that dynamic at play a number of times in politics. 

Politicians haven’t been holding other parties to account because they’ve been to busy 

fighting amongst themselves. 

In fact, it’s felt like they’ve been trying to outdo each other in tearing themselves apart. 

 

That gives the first two questions Malachi asks a different texture. 

It could be that the father they share is Abraham, although there are a bunch of reasons I 

won’t share why I think it’s more likely to be God. 

One of them is that God’s also the one who created them as his own people. 

They’re a family created by God and families are meant to be loyal to each other. 

 

A family established by God should reflect his character. 

God himself is faithful.  It’s part of who he is. 

God’s faithful in his words and promises. 

He’s faithful in his love, holiness and grace. 

Moses described him like this: 

Deuteronomy 32:4b NIV11  A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is 

he. 

Unfaithfulness doesn’t reflect who they are as the people of God, who they’ve been called to 

be. 

So, why are we faithless to each other? 

 

Unfaithfulness comes quite naturally to sinful people. 

There’s a proverb that tells us that unfaithful people aren’t hard to find. 

What’s also interesting is that faithfulness is compared to having unfailing love. 

Proverbs 20:6 NIV11  6 Many claim to have unfailing love, but a faithful person who 

can find? 

Unfaithfulness comes from a fractured love for other people. 
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Just like unfaithfulness shouldn’t have been characteristic of Israel as God’s family, God’s 

family under the New Covenant should be faithful as well. 

Galatians 5 tells us that faithfulness is a fruit of the Holy Spirit that Christians express. 

Love for one another is a clear sign that we’re disciples. 

At least, that’s what Jesus said. 

John 13:35 NIV11  35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love 

one another.” 

 

The problem with unfaithfulness towards each other is that it doesn’t reflect the faithfulness 

of God that should be demonstrated in his loving family. 

The Problem of Unfaithful Marriage (vv11-12) 

The second thing we see is the problem of unfaithful marriage. 

 

How can a marriage be unfaithful? 

That might seem like a strange thing to say. 

We describe adultery as unfaithfulness, but surely not a marriage? 

 

Malachi says that Judah’s been unfaithful. 

I think it’s ultimately an unfaithfulness to God, that their highest priority isn’t to God himself. 

But it’s presenting in their human relationships. 

What’s happening in their family life is reflecting their relationship with God. 

 

God says that there’s a detestable thing in Israel and Jerusalem. 

The language of a detestable thing is used in Leviticus 18:29 to say that it’s something that 

deserves death. 

It isn’t that a foreign power has brought a pig to be sacrificed in the temple. 

It’s not that they’re even failing to sacrifice. 

The detestable thing is that they’re marrying women who worship a foreign god. 

Have a squiz at verse eleven: 

Malachi 2:11c NIV11  Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the LORD loves by 

marrying women who worship a foreign god. 
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It could be that the first thing that comes into your mind is that he’s using marriage and 

adultery as a metaphor for idolatry. 

Throughout the Bible, God is the bridegroom and Israel is the bride. 

That’s the pattern that we see and are probably most familiar with in Ephesians 5. 

Jesus is the bridegroom and the church is the bride. 

 

The Bible often uses the metaphor of adultery for God’s people chasing after other gods. 

Things are reversed here. 

Malachi is speaking to the people as bridegrooms, NOT as the bride. 

That’s because this’s talking about actual marriages, not just what god they worship. 

The problem in view here isn’t unfaithfulness in worship so much as unfaithfulness in 

marriage.  

They’re choosing to marry the wrong people – women who worship other gods. 

 

This raises the question:  is it okay to have a racially-mixed marriage? 

For example, a Spaniard marrying an Aussie or a Chinese marrying a Malaysian. 

I can understand that it might sound like an utterly ridiculous question to you because OF 

COURSE that’s okay. 

Except that it really wasn’t all that long ago that it wasn’t. 

I haven’t check the history here carefully, but it wasn’t until the 1960s that interracial 

marriage became legal in the USA. 

 

Let me start by telling you the NOT application of this passage, what this DOESN’T mean. 

God is NOT condemning the marriage between a man and a woman who are both human 

beings made in his image, just because they are of different races. 

The point here isn’t race but religion. 

The distinction is spiritual, not racial. 

 

The NIV isn’t quite as clear here as I’d like it to be. 

The Lord opposes marriage to “the daughter of a foreign god,” not the daughter of foreign 

parents.1 

The sons of God were marrying the daughters of Molech or Dagon or whatever other god. 

And then turning up to worship as if everything is okay. 
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I was reading about Ahaz and Jezebel again recently in 1 Kings. 

It’s hard to say that their marriage was anything other than an absolute disaster. 

What a truly dreadful woman she was. 

And she led the king of Israel astray. 

 

It’d be foolish to say that just because a Christian is married to a someone who’s not a 

Christian, that the marriage can’t work. 

But there will be challenges because they have different worldviews. 

They see the world through a different lens with different priorities about the way we do life. 

I’m not saying that they’re not funny, or kind, or loving, but simply that there’ll always be 

some disconnect when a husband and wife follow different gods. 

Being friends with someone of a different religion, yes, totally, but being life partners is a 

different matter. 

 

It’s interesting that the argument God makes is that marrying someone of a different religion 

will impact your children. 

How can it not? 

The danger is that your children will follow other gods. 

If Yahweh is the Lord Almighty over the nations as we saw in previous weeks, then that’s a 

terrible thing. 

Deuteronomy 7:3–4 NIV11  3 Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your 

daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 for they will turn your 

children away from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD’S anger will burn 

against you and will quickly destroy you. 

 

Perhaps they thought that it wasn’t a big deal because they were caught up in the moment. 

Limerence is the obsession you have with another person at the beginning of a relationship. 

It’s the feeling of being in love that often lasts for about two years. 

It often blocks out any real, objective thought. 

More likely, they were just motivated by financial gain. 

 

It would be a mistake to think that it’s anything less than serious, though. 

God will cut off the person who deliberately does this, verse twelve. 

It’s an offence to God. 
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Even though the bloke brings an offering to the Lord, he’ll be cut off because he’s actually 

unfit for temple worship. 

Listen to the severe curse that God utters: 

Malachi 2:12 NIV11  12 As for the man who does this, whoever he may be, may the 

LORD remove him from the tents of Jacob —even though he brings an offering to the 

LORD Almighty. 

 

One common argument we use when we want to justify the thing that we want to do anyway 

is to say that God would want me to be happy. 

Let’s examine that assertion a little bit together. 

Firstly, we’re assuming that we know better than God what will make us happiest. 

I’d suggest that time after time, God’s proved right in knowing what’ll make us happiest. 

Secondly, should your happiness even really be the greatest priority? 

Often people say that God cares about your holiness, not your happiness. 

I think that they’re linked more closely than that – you’re greatest happiness is actually going 

to come from being holy. 

Perhaps it mightn’t seem that way in the moment, but it’s true. 

 

I know that the whole idea of marrying someone of another religion seems outdated. 

Or someone who’s a “none”, who’s got no religion, for that matter. 

How does this apply on this side of the cross? 

I think it can show just how much we fail to understand the profound thing God does in 

bringing two together as one in marriage. 

In marriage, God takes a man and a woman from two different families and unites them 

together as one. 

Deliberately uniting yourself to someone who follows another god is serious unfaithfulness. 

 

This might raise questions about all kinds of scenarios. 

What if you marry someone and they walk away from Jesus? 

What if you married someone before you became a follower of Jesus yourself? 

They’re important situations, but they’re not what’s being addressed here. 

If you’re not in the position of planning to marry someone who’s not a Christian, don’t go 

home feeling condemned by this. 

Those are real situations and I’m not trying to side-step them, but the complexity of those 

situations means that it’s more helpful if we talk offline. 
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The point is that you don’t want to be unfaithful in who you marry, let alone any other part of 

your life. 

That’s the problem of unfaithful marriage. 

The Problem of Unfaithful Divorce (vv13-16) 

Finally, we see another related problem. 

It’s the problem of unfaithful divorce. 

 

God speaks to people who are in a really bad way. 

They go into the temple and flood the altar with tears. 

That might sound like a really good and noble thing to do, especially if they’re repentant. 

Under Ezra’s ministry, they wept because of their sin.2 

 

Except that they’re not weeping with repentance so much as with indignance. 

They bring a sacrifice into the temple and they weep and wail because God isn’t accepting 

them. 

They’re upset because God doesn’t look favourably on their offerings and accept them with 

pleasure. 

They’re actually just upset that God won’t just affirm them. 

 

Kind of sounds familiar, doesn’t it? 

We’re living at a time when the expectation is that everyone will affirm whatever it is you’re 

doing. 

And we get upset when people don’t just affirm us. 

I think it goes deeper than that though. 

People expect to be affirmed in what they’re doing because they can’t imagine that they’re 

possibly doing anything wrong. 

Or deep down they actually know that they’re doing something wrong and so they want other 

people to affirm them and tell them to go for it. 

These people ask God why he wouldn’t accept them. 

They’re mystified as to why there would be anything wrong. 

 

You can see God’s answer in verse fourteen: 
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Malachi 2:14b NIV11 It is because the LORD is the witness between you and the 

wife of your youth. 

When you get married, you make promises. 

Actually, often people don’t make the right promises when they get married. 

There’s a good argument to be made that we shouldn’t let people write their own vows 

because most people getting married don’t actually know what the promises they need to 

make are. 

They make promises about their love now, not promises that they’ll need to stick with in the 

future. 

 

Marriage – according to God – is the union of one man and one woman for life. 

According to Romans 7, a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive. 

It’s only if her husband dies that she’s released form the law that binds her to him. 

God is a witness to the union being for life. 

 

In marriage, God takes the man who’s separate and different from the woman, and he joins 

them together to make them one. 

And God himself is the witness to the lifelong commitment they’re making to each other. 

It’s God’s doing and so no one should tear that apart. 

That’s why Jesus says: 

Mark 10:6–9 NIV11  6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and 

female.’ ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 

wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 

What’s the sitz in leben that Malachi is speaking into? 

It’s not JUST that I’m trying to be pretentious by using that phrase. 

It’s the technical term people use which translates as something like “setting in life.” 

We might ask what the context or situation is that Malachi’s speaking into? 

 

God’s people have come back to the Promised Land. 

They’re divorcing the wives they married when they were younger and are looking to 

upgrade to a better model. 

Especially by looking for a marriage that gives them more advantageous alliances with 

pagan gods. 
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Or to say it even more clearly:  they were probably getting rid of one wife and swapping her 

for another one who comes with more money. 

They’re trying to marry up for money. 

Trade in for a younger, richer model, especially if she IS a model. 

Now THAT’s objectification of women. 

So much for love. 

 

That’s why they’re being unfaithful in divorce. 

There’s not even a hint of adultery or desertion here. 

The marriage covenant between husband and wife is being broken by divorce because they 

want a different life. 

They’re tearing apart what God’s joined together. 

 

Malachi makes more or less the same argument in verse fifteen as he did in verse ten. 

How can that be the case if God’s made you and you belong to him in body and spirit? 

All of you belongs to God. 

“And what does the one God seek?  Godly offspring.” 

There it is again – God wants godly offspring. 

Perhaps deliberately ambiguous to include both them and their kids’ holiness. 

He actually couldn’t be much clearer:  be faithful to the wife of your youth and don’t just 

divorce for any reason. 

 

We might all be using the same word – marriage – but I think the Bible’s vision for marriage 

is vastly different from the world’s. 

I’m talking about more than just whether marriage can be between two people of the same 

gender or not. 

I know that some of you will want to push back against what I’m about to say, but just bear 

with me for a moment. 

You can have a marriage partnership where a man and woman marry because they like 

each other, feel love towards each other and find it advantageous to do life together. 

But it’s still a partnership of two essentially parallel lives that come together for the sake of 

convenience. 

Where there’s you and me, rather than we. 

Then when we lose the feels or it’s just not working any longer, then divorce is the only 

option. 
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The danger is that we as Christians get sucked into the vortex of that thinking. 

 

Marriage – as the Bible presents it – is you and me becoming we. 

There’s no separation – we’re not just two people just working for the same goals, but for the 

benefit of each other at cost to ourselves. 

We’re not separate, but one. 

That doesn’t mean you’ve always got to be by each other’s side. 

It doesn’t mean that you can’t have some separate interests, but they’re not the main goal. 

The big goal of the marriage is to act as one family unit. 

 

Some marriages are little more than a tag team working for two completely different things. 

Helping each other to achieve each other’s goals. 

It sounds so good, but it’s actually a really low view of marriage. 

Because it’s only about achieving your personal goal, not the goal of the couple. 

It’s about achievement rather than being about faithfulness. 

And then when you’re not helping each other to do that anymore, cast them off. 

 

What Biblical marriage means is a lifelong commitment where divorce is, at best, the 

absolute last option. 

Being in it for what you can put in rather than what you can get out. 

Not for her looks or his ability to provide a comfortable lifestyle with gifts and nice, 

comfortable middle-class lifestyle. 

Jacob and Sarah is a Biblical example of marrying for looks and riches, and honestly things 

didn’t go too well for them. 

Husbands and wives are meant to be true, lifelong partners who face all of the ups and 

downs that come. 

The ones that come from outside, sure, absolutely. 

But just as importantly, the ones that come from inside the marriage as well – when 

husbands and wives hurt each other – sometimes even deliberately. 

 

A clear application from this, then, is to watch yourselves. 

It’s there in the text – be on your guard, verse fifteen. 

And in case that’s not enough, it’s there again at the end of verse sixteen. 

It’s almost as if God thought it was so important that we need to hear it multiple times. 
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Also, please don’t get deluded into thinking that the challenges your marriage faces are new 

or unique. 

Every marriage has challenges in different ways. 

When you take two sinners and join them together, in the words of Paul Tripp, “What do you 

expect?” 

Two sinners are going to war at times, yet how many times has it been said, “If only you 

knew MY situation, then you’d understand.” 

It’s a supremely effective lie of the devil that marriage is easy. 

After all, you’re in love, right? 

 

I understand the hurt and the power of emotions, which is why I’d say guard your marriage, 

work on it. 

Do everything in your power to make it work. 

Just about always, that means that you need to repent of something. 

I’m yet to see a relationship other than one with Jesus in it that doesn’t have some fault on 

both sides. 

Fight for it, even when it seems like it’s on the rocks. 

Fight for it, even when it seems like there’s no way back. 

Sometimes that simply looks like praying because it seems like there’s nothing else you can 

do. 

And through it all, trust God. 

 

Because God hates divorce. 

Verse sixteen is one of the most famous verses in Malachi. 

It’s really hard to know how to translate this well and you’ll find one translation in the text and 

another in the footnote of most Bibles. 

Divorce breaks what God’s joined together. 

 

Divorce is never, ever the best option. 

Even if you understand that Matthew opens up an exception because of your spouse’s 

adultery, that doesn’t mean that you HAVE to get divorced. 

Just because you can, doesn’t mean that you should. 

Even in that situation, it’s not the best option. 
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The best option is ALWAYS reconciliation. 

That’s what we need to be working for, fighting for, even when every fibre of our being 

doesn’t want to. 

Especially between Christians. 

Reconciliation is amazing, especially when it happens between couples who were just about 

ready to call it quits. 

It’s an absolute joy to see the love restored between a couple who once couldn’t stand to be 

in the same room together. 

What an amazing testimony to the power of the gospel to change people’s lives. 

 

Sadly, in my experience, lots of Christians counsel says that because marriage is hard now, 

get divorced. 

I want to say this strongly because it seems like few others are. 

Divorce is not the first course of action, at best it’s an absolutely last resort. 

Or worse, they say that there’s no chance that your spouse will ever change, so get 

divorced. 

Honestly, don’t bother trying?  Really? 

 

Friends, that’s profoundly sad because it’s actually a sell-out on the gospel. 

The gospel is the good news that God can and does change hearts. 

Because Jesus paid the penalty for every sin of those who trust in him, no matter how big 

and bad they were, every sin can be forgiven. 

I don’t think I’m foolish enough to suggest that it won’t be incredibly hard, but if God can 

forgive, then we can too. 

In fact, Jesus tells us that we must. 

 

Malachi says that divorce is in and of itself violent and destructive. 

It’s not an easy, trouble-free solution because the effects carry on long after the actual 

divorce has gone through. 

And it’s profoundly sad that it happens between two people who once loved each other more 

than anyone else in the world. 

A husband who divorces his wife harms the very person who he promised to protect. 

Malachi 2:16a NIV11 “The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says the LORD, 

the God of Israel, “does violence to the one he should protect,” says the LORD 

Almighty.   
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Let me finish with a word to those who are divorced because I know that you’re probably 

feeling it right now. 

And maybe that’s appropriate that you feel guilty because of things that you’ve done in the 

past that haven’t been repented of and forgiven. 

That might actually be right, but please don’t wallow in the self-destructive cycle of self-

condemnation. 

The way to respond isn’t to keep beating yourself up because that’s a dead-end. 

 

The answer is repentance. 

Turn that guilt into godly sorrow over your sin that leads to repentance. 

Come and do business with God. 

The good news is that no matter what you’ve done, God will forgive those who come to him 

genuinely repentant, even if your spouse never will. 

 

Secondly, perhaps you’ve been divorced, because it was a choice made by your spouse. 

Friends, I don’t want you to beat yourself up needlessly either. 

Under our laws in Australia, there’s absolutely nothing you can do to stop your spouse 

divorcing you. 

They only have to prove that you were separated for more than twelve months. 

This passage isn’t speaking to you. 

It’s talking about someone who chooses to divorce. 

I’m not going to say that you don’t have anything to repent of because we always have 

something that we’ve done wrong, but all of the blame doesn’t lie at your door. 

 

There’s a danger of putting this at the end because you’ll miss it since you tuned out long 

ago. 

However, I’ve put it at the end because I don’t want you to miss it. 

If you’re divorced, that doesn’t make you a second-class citizen in our church. 

We want to help you deal with your sin, Biblically. 

We want to help you to fight for godliness. 

If you’re doing that we welcome you into fellowship. 

You’re not perfect and that’s okay, none of us are. 

Divorce certainly isn’t a sin that’s unforgivable. 

 

Let’s help one another not charge into unfaithful divorce though. 
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As sons and daughters of a faithful God, faithfulness is in our DNA. 

That means we’ll steer clear of unfaithful divorce. 

Conclusion 

As we close, if you want to see an example of what true faithfulness looks like, then look to 

Jesus. 

I’m serious. 

I’m not just throwing on the obligatory look to Jesus bit here. 

He shows us what loves looks like expressed in faithfulness. 

 

Jesus relentlessly pursued his bride, the church. 

He didn’t just give up at the first hurdle, or the second or third or fourth… or ever. 

When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, that could’ve been the end. 

God would’ve been right in snuffing humanity out. 

 

Instead, he was so committed to the people that he made a promise. 

A promise that sin would be defeated. 

And God’s never broken his promises to his people. 

Jesus was so committed to that promise that he gave himself – all of himself, including his 

life – to freeing us from our sin and destruction. 

It was while we were still sinners that Christ died for us. 

 

We might see our faithlessness, but we also need to keep seeing his faithfulness. 

That’s what stops us from being paralysed in the depth of our own sin. 

Jesus’ faithfulness is what gives us hope. 

Because of him working in us by his Spirit, we have the possibility of being faithful. 

Amen.

 
1 ‘Malachi | Commentary | Matthew P. Harmon | TGCBC’, accessed 2 November 2022, 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/commentary/malachi/. 
2 Ezra 10:1-6 
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Big Idea:  Don’t be unfaithful. 

Big Question:  Why does faithfulness matter? 

Discussion Questions 

1. What evidence is there to help us decide whether Malachi uses unfaithfulness as a 

metaphor for idolatry here? 

2. What shouldn’t the Israelites be unfaithful? 

3. What does an unfaithful marriage look like? 

4. Is the concept of not marrying someone of another race outdated?  Why/why not? 

5. Is the concept of not marrying someone of another religion outdated?  Why/why not? 

6. On a scale of 1-10, how seriously do you think God treats what they’re doing? 

7. Why are the people weeping (v13)? 

8. What, specifically, are they doing that’s causing God to speak to them? 

9. From this passage, how would you summaries God’s view of divorce and his reasons for 

that? 

10. What are the positive instructions that God gives (what to do)? 


