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Teacher’s Gotta Teach 

Malachi 2:1-9 

30 October 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  A failure to teach is teaching to fail. 

Big Question:  Why does teaching God’s truth matter so much? 

Introduction 

Tomorrow is the last day of October – Christmas is exactly eight weeks away! 

The 31st of October is becoming known as Halloween, but it’s also the day that God used to 

change his church forever. 

A unique mix of new technology, political change and spiritual abuse all came together to 

bring about much-needed reform. 

The most important factor though, was one priest faithfully speaking up. 

 

On 31 October 1517, a young priest named Martin Luther nailed a list of 95 statements to 

the door of Wittenberg Castle in Germany. 

That wasn’t nearly as aggressive as it sounds. 

Luther was a professor teaching theology at Wittenberg and before the internet or even 

being able to print flyers, that’s how you set up an academic debate. 

He felt like he had to speak up and dispute the power and effectiveness of papal 

indulgences. 

He was arguing that you can’t buy your way out of punishment for your sins by paying 

money to the church. 

 

For a long time, Luther had been struggling with how to be saved. 

He knew that he was a great sinner, even upsetting many of his fellow priests in the 

monastery by spending hours confessing his sins rather than doing jobs. 

What changed everything for Luther was teaching through the book of Romans and 

Galatians. 

As he taught others from the Bible, he found the answers that he was looking for. 

He discovered that salvation is a gift from God to be received by faith. 

The Scriptures teach us that only Jesus can save us by grace alone, through faith alone to 

the glory of God alone. 

 

God used one man faithfully teaching the Scriptures to unleash a movement – a return to 

God’s truth – that you and I benefit from today. 
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Outline 

We’re in a series looking at the prophetic book of Malachi in the Old Testament. 

Reading prophetic books can be DIFFICULT because we’re just not very familiar with them. 

Most of us give a lot more attention to other parts of the Bible. 

To get our heads around these parts, we need to work hard because they speak about 

people and places that we don’t instantly recognise. 

 

Reading what God has said through his prophets can also be DANEROUS for our sin. 

God usually sent prophets to speak to his people, redirecting them and calling them back. 

These are words given to people with problems. 

While they might’ve lived at a very different time and in a different place, the more we dig in, 

the more we find that their problems are our problems, their idols are our idols, their sins are 

our sins. 

The challenge we face isn’t really working out how these words apply so much as the fact 

that we know that they do! 

Just like chemotherapy is dangerous for cancer, reading the minor prophets we find at the 

end of the Old Testament will be dangerous for our sinful desires, but ultimately good for our 

spiritual health. 

 

Malachi is about our fractured love for God. 

God’s love for his people is unchanging because it’s based on his choice rather than on what 

we’ve done. 

Our hearts are the heart of the problem. 

It’s our love fractured love for God that causes all the problems. 

 

Last week – in the second half of chapter one – we saw God call out the priests. 

Instead of insisting that the Israelites bring their best, they were allowing dodgy sacrifices 

into the temple. 

They were dishonouring God in a way they wouldn’t dare dishonour the Persian governor. 

The Lord Almighty won’t allow such disrespect because his name will be great amongst the 

nations. 

 

The oracle we started last week continues into chapter two. 

You’ll see that, according to verse one, God’s still speaking to the priests. 

They get a second helping of rebuke in the first half of chapter two. 
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This time it’s about their failure to teach God’s people. 

 

An important part of the priests’ role was as teachers of the Law. 

When Moses is blessing all of the tribes of Israel in Deuteronomy 33, he says this about the 

tribe of Levi: 

Deuteronomy 33:9–10 NIV11  9 He said of his father and mother, ‘I have no regard 

for them.’ He did not recognize his brothers or acknowledge his own children, but he 

watched over your word and guarded your covenant. 10 He teaches your precepts to 

Jacob and your law to Israel. He offers incense before you and whole burnt offerings 

on your altar. 

That’s exactly what they’re NOT doing. 

They’re not doing what they should with sacrifices and they’re not teaching. 

They’re not doing sacrifices right because they’re not teaching what God’s laws and 

commands either. 

In fact, if they were, there probably wouldn’t even be a need for God to send prophets to 

warn them. 

 

This passage shows us that a failure to teach is teaching to fail. 

• God’s Role (vv1-3) 

• A Good Role Model (vv4-7) 

• Poor Role Models (vv8-9) 

God’s Role (vv1-3) 

Firstly, we see that God’s role is to warn his people about the danger they’re in. 

The Lord warns the priests about their failure by being poor role models. 

God himself won’t fail to teach his people and set them up for failure. 

Their failure to teach is dangerous for God’s people and so he’ll hold them to account. 

 

Like rumblings of thunder in the distance as a summer storm rolls in, God gives a warning to 

the priests. 

It’s a warning that’s designed to call them back from what they’re doing. 

Not the final hammer blow, but a warning of what’ll happen if they keep not doing what 

they’re not doing. 

 

God clearly states the outcome that he wants. 

Often when we’re upset about something, we don’t really even know what outcome we want. 
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We just know that we feel wronged or antsy or upset. 

God clearly says that what he wants is repentance from the priests. 

The outcome he wants is for them to listen to what he’s said and to honour his name by 

doing it. 

 

End the disrespect and start giving him the honour he deserves, as we saw last week in 1:6. 

The priests are being poor role models for God’s people. 

The people who should honour God by standing for what he stands for simply aren’t 

interested. 

Instead of giving him the glory he deserves, they’re teaching others by example to put God 

way down the priority list. 

 

They say that culture eats strategy for breakfast. 

The culture in Israel at the time was largely set by the priests and so half-heartedness was 

the culture. 

If the shepherds weren’t interested in honouring God’s name, then the sheep under their 

care weren’t going to be all that keen either. 

God says that it’s right for a son to honour his father and a slave to honour his master. 

As God’s son, Israel should be honouring their father but they weren’t. 

 

God tells them that if they don’t change, he’s going to curse them. 

That’s classic covenant language in the Bible. 

If you keep the terms of the agreement that’s been made, there will be blessings. 

But if either party lets the other one down, there’ll be consequences. 

The blessings will be swapped out for curses. 

More than that, the blessings will become curses. 

 

In fact, God’s already started because their behaviour was wilful. 

The classic defence that my kids try to use all the time is, “But I didn’t MEAN to.” 

The priests can’t even use that excuse because they meant to alright. 

They’d resolved not to honour God, verse two. 

 

The Lord Almighty shares a bit of what it’s going to look like if they don’t change their ways, 

verse three. 
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And it’s not pretty. 

He’ll rebuke their descendants. 

The word there is more literally “seed,” which can refer to descendants or to grain. 

If you’ve got a 2011 NIV, you’ll see there’s a footnote that says, “Or will blight your grain.” 

 

Instead of blessing them with an abundant harvest, it’s going to rot or be full of mould, eaten 

by critters or affected by disease. 

A poor harvest will mean that there won’t be much grain that can be brought into the temple. 

Tithes were meant to be a way of blessing the priests for their ministry and providing them 

with the food they needed to live. 

That blessing will be turned into a curse when they don’t have enough grain to survive. 

 

God’s going to do the same thing with the sacrifices made in the temple. 

When the Israelites made a sacrifice, all of the gizzards were meant to be cleaned out of the 

animal.1 

I’m incredibly thankful that I’ve lived at a time where I haven’t had to eat offal. 

Brain and liver and kidneys have never had to be part of my diet. 

I don’t get why people eat steak and kidney pie – why would you deliberately put a part of 

the body that filters out toxins in your pie? 

 

I still remember one day when the butcher hung up a beast we’d slaughtered on a big gum 

tree. 

He unzipped the belly, I backed the trailer underneath and it was fascinating to watch how 

God designed all the organs fall out in one big membrane bag which could then be tipped 

out of the trailer and buried in a big hole we’d dug.  

In the same way, in Israel, all of the organs were carried out of the temple and then burned 

separately outside of the camp.   

Offal really smells when it’s cooked up – not at all a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 

That left all of the good meat to be roasted on the altar, in part for the priests to enjoy. 

 

If they don’t change – it’s important to remember that – IF they don’t change, God’s going to 

rub their nose in it. 

This’s meant to be shocking. 

It’s a very, very graphic picture that yes, is meant to leave you feeling sick in the stomach. 

He’s going to take all of the offal and the poo from the temple sacrifices and rub it on their 

faces. 
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You’re probably focusing on just how disgusting that is, but just as bad is the fact that it’ll 

make them ceremonially unclean. 

That would be really unpleasant, but this is meant to be a metaphor rather than something 

that God’s literally going to do. 

Instead of the sacrifices taking their sin away, they’ll be used to make them unclean. 

And the result is that they’re in danger of being carried out of the temple on a shovel with all 

of the other detritus. 

 

God’s role is to be God to his people. 

Part of his role is to save his people from themselves. 

He lovingly reaches out to them in their failure to teach them about where they’re gone 

wrong before it’s too late. 

This is no joke, which is why God is warning them of the danger that they’re in, in the hope 

that they’ll come back to honouring him. 

A Good Role Model (vv4-7) 

The second point is that we see a good role model in Levi. 

 

Levi was originally one of the twelve brothers born to Jacob. 

All of his descendants became one of the tribes of Israel – the Levites. 

Moses and Aaron were both Levites, but there were a number of generations in the 400 

years in between. 

Only Aaron’s descendants became priests though. 

So, all priests are Levites, but not all Levites are priests. 

That’s why in the Parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus talks about a priest and a Levite 

walking down the road past the hurt man. 

All the rest of the Levites did things like open the doors, cut up firewood and the plethora of 

other jobs that needed to happen to keep the temple running. 

 

When they settled into the Promised Land, all the other tribes got land to call their own. 

The Levites got some cities to live in, but service to God was meant to be their inheritance. 

You might think that sounds like a raw deal. 
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If we were on a gameshow and were given the choice between getting property or serving 

the Lord, most of us would choose the property. 

After all, you can serve the Lord as well, can’t you?  Though I recall Jesus saying something 

about that. 

That’s because we’re so short-sighted; we fail to realise that serving the Lord is actually the 

greatest blessing that you can have. 

Joshua 18:7a NIV11  7 The Levites, however, do not get a portion among you, 

because the priestly service of the LORD is their inheritance. 

 

If you look through the Bible, you’ll find a covenant made with Noah and one with Abraham 

and one with Moses. 

The covenant made with Levi isn’t nearly as clear, although Jeremiah, Nehemiah and 

Malachi all mention it.2 

What’s Malachi mean when he talks about this covenant with Levi? 

 

God made a covenant with Levi. 

Not specifically with the bloke named Levi, but with the tribe named after him. 

Levi is used as the example “person” to represent all of the people who came after him. 

When God says that his covenant is with “him” in verse five, the “he” represents “they” – all 

of the Levites. 

God has sent them this warning because he wants his covenant with Levi to continue, verse 

five. 

 

The covenant between God and Levi wasn’t meant to be a burden, but a commitment that 

would lead to life. 

In Exodus 32, Aaron (who, ironically, was a Levite) built a golden calf to worship while 

Moses was up the mountain. 

When Moses comes down, he gets cranky at them for worshipping an idol (and rightly so). 

Moses asks who’s going to come and stand with him on the Lord’s side and fight for his 

glory. 

The Levites do and so God blesses them and gives them a special position as those who’ll 

care about God’s glory and so have life.  

 

And it’s a covenant of peace. 

God made a covenant with a priest named Phinehas which you can read about in Numbers 

25.3 
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Phinehas was praised for being zealous for God’s honour when other people were 

worshipping the Baal of Peor. 

Because he was so keen to preserve God’s honour, God made a covenant of life and peace 

with all of the priests. 

 

And God did give life and peace to the people of Levi, but it was dependent on them 

revering him. 

Revering God is the same as fearing him, verse five. 

A covenant is a two-way street with obligations on both parties. 

Not having a fractured love towards God, but by being whole-heartedly concerned for him 

was Levi’s responsibility. 

 

Jerry Bridges wrote a book that sounds a little weird at first – “The Joy of Fearing God.” 

How can it be a joy to fear someone? 

The joy isn’t found when you’re quaking in your boots, but when you have a deep and 

healthy respect. 

Revering God, loving God, is the foundation for finding joy. 

 

The Levites were given the role of being an example to the rest of Israel, modelling what this 

looks like in practice. 

They’re the mediators between God and human beings. 

They got the important role of making atonement for the Israelites. 

And they got to teach God’s people what he’d said. 

 

Levi was an example of faithful and legit teaching. 

Nothing false was found in his lips as he faithfully taught God’s instruction. 

You didn’t have to second-guess whether he was teaching truth or not because he was 

known to speak for God. 

There’s a certain safety and security when you trust someone enough that you don’t have to 

be constantly on edge about what they’re saying. 

Verse six: 

Malachi 2:6 NIV11  6 True instruction was in his mouth and nothing false was found 

on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many from sin. 

 

You need integrity to teach, but teaching also leads to integrity in others. 
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The priests had the role of teaching by word and also by example. 

Good teaching isn’t just clearly explaining God’s word. 

A good sermon isn’t one that just wows you with how impressive and knowledgeable the 

preacher is. 

A sermon isn’t good simply because it teaches you something new. 

Teaching is good when it changes lives. 

As Malachi describes it, when it turns other people away from sin. 

And more positively, when it grows us in our love for God and each other and that then 

impacts everything else we do. 

 

The lips of the priests were meant to preserve knowledge. 

They’re meant to do this by teach faithfully. 

That was the expectation. 

Malachi 2:7 NIV11  7 “For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, because 

he is the messenger of the LORD Almighty and people seek instruction from his 

mouth. 

 

There are two reasons. 

The first one is that a priest is the messenger of the LORD Almighty. 

Regardless of whether people want to listen or not, the priest has this role. 

To faithfully speak God’s words to people who need to hear it. 

 

The second one is that the people are actually looking for instruction. 

People are looking for answers, guidance and leadership about what they should do. 

In my experience, people often want input after they’ve already made the decision, when it’s 

really too late to say anything other than affirm what they’ve already decided. 

As an aside, I’ll let you into a secret – it’s much more effective to ask for advice BEFORE 

you’ve actually made the decision rather than after it. 

 

Teaching is an important part of passing down the faith. 

We might think that the best way of preserving the truth is to lock it up. 

Protect the truth by restricting it to a small number of people. 

Don’t let it get out and get polluted. 
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There’s the old illustration of a candle. 

Truth is like a candle. 

Perhaps a way of keeping the candle alight is to lock it up in a bottle to keep the flame safe. 

But if you do that, it’ll soon run out of oxygen and burn out. 

 

The way that we guard the truth is actually by giving it away. 

That’s how you set the world on fire. 

We didn’t start the fire, it was always burning, since the world's been turning. 

God’s truth is kept pure and alive by teaching it. 

 

In the New Testament, Paul tells Timothy to pass on the truth he’s received. 

To guard the gospel that he’s been entrusted with. 

2 Timothy 1:13–14 NIV11  13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound 

teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus.  14 Guard the good deposit that was 

entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

A few verses later, Paul tells Timothy how to do that. 

It’s by passing on what he’s learned to reliable people. 

And then they’ll teach it to others. 

In the next chapter he says: 

2 Timothy 2:2 NIV11  2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of 

many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 

 

God says that Levi is a good role model. 

Levi faithfully taught what God said. 

Teaching is a God-given role that brings life and peace. 

But failing to teach – trying to keep gospel truth to ourselves – is teaching others to fail. 

Poor Role Models (vv8-9) 

Finally, we see what happens when the model doesn’t work. 

Unlike Levi, the priests in Malachi’s day are poor role models. 

 

The reason that Malachi was sent is because the priests had lost the plot. 

They’d turned from the right way of instructing God’s people in God’s teaching. 
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We don’t know exactly whether they started teaching things that were false or whether they 

simply have stopped teaching at all. 

My hunch is that it’s much more likely to be the latter. 

Idolatry doesn’t seem to be the problem so much as apathy. 

Either way, we know clearly is that they’ve led other people astray. 

 

The danger of teaching is that the teacher can have incredible influence. 

It can be used for good or for ill. 

Their teaching can have the effect of calling people back onto the right path or it can have 

the power to lead people grossly astray. 

Not teaching at all just leaves people to drift any old way. 

 

The thing is that it matters because other people’s lives and godliness are at stake. 

Speaking to others and counselling them with God’s words is a serious business. 

It’s little wonder that James warns, 

James 3:1 NIV11  1 Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, 

because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 

 

Sadly, the priests had become a model NOT to follow. 

They’ve violated the terms of the covenant with Levi. 

Notice that God’s not the one who’s done the wrong thing. 

Throughout the Bible it’s the people – always people and not God – who break covenants. 

 

And so they’ve lost the respect of the people. 

The people won’t listen to them anymore. 

A failure to teach the people has taught them to fail. 

To walk away from reverence and into fear and destruction. 

As a consequence of the priests’ failure, the people of Israel had become jaded and 

sceptical. 

 

I think that’s understandable, even though it shouldn’t happen. 

Not only were the priests meant to be teachers, they were also judges. 

It was their job to make rulings, especially about what happened in the temple. 
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They’re showing favouritism though, being more lenient on some people than they are on 

others. 

Blatant unfairness hardly encourages people to follow you. 

 

That’s a really sad situation and one that you come across from time to time. 

Christians place their trust their leaders as God’s called them to do and then they’re let down 

by their leaders’ ungodliness. 

Sadly, we’re always going to be let down by our leaders. 

It’s one of the hardest parts of being a leader – knowing that you’re going to let other people 

down and hurt them in real and genuine ways. 

Especially when you don’t mean to, but what’s worse is when you actually do mean to. 

Pray for your leaders, that we wouldn’t fall into that trap. 

 

If that’s you who’s feeling hurt or you have a friend in that situation, we need to be sensitive 

to the fact that the hurt is real. 

And it’s going to take time to regain trust in Christian leaders after that experience. 

That’s one of the sad consequences of life in this fallen world. 

 

That’s the problem of bad models. 

The priests have lost the respect of the people because they’re harming them. 

That’s not how it should be. 

God is saying that their failure to teach and practice his ways is teaching the people of Israel 

to fail. 

Application 

I’ve got four points of application for us this morning. 

Don’t worry, they’re not long. 

Jesus 

The first one is that Jesus is the priest who never failed to teach and live what God has said. 

John tells us in the first chapter of his gospel that Jesus is the one who came to give us 

grace and truth. 

The fulness of God dwelled in him and showed us how to live. 

He taught us truth by word and also by instruction. 

 

He’s the only one that you can go to and get infallible teaching. 
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Everyone else will let you down and do an inadequate job. 

They will disappoint, but remember that you can ALWAYS turn to Jesus. 

Even when you feel alone and like no one else measures up. 

Pastors 

Secondly, this shows us the importance of pastors. 

We need pastors who are going to teach the word in season and out of season. 

It’s through careful and patient instruction that we’re corrected, rebuked and encouraged.4 

 

God hasn’t given the church priests, but he has given pastors. 

Men who’re able to teach5 and have been specially set apart for that role. 

Not just to do the work of ministry, but the purpose of their role is to equip others. 

That’s the means that God gives for building the body up. 

Ephesians 4:11–12 NIV11  11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so 

that the body of Christ may be built up 

 

This’s such an important role and teachers need to be careful about what they say. 

It makes me shake in my boots, actually often quite literally sick with the desire to be faithful. 

And yet knowing that the effects of sin mean that I inevitably won’t be. 

God chooses to use fallible men, but he does choose to use us! 

Other Teaching Roles 

There are a bunch of other teaching roles beyond the ones taken on by a pastor though. 

Our Lead Worshippers teach us as they lead us in worship. 

Grace Kids teachers teach our kids and Grace Youth leaders teach our youth. 

Grace Group leaders teach as they guide and direct our groups. 

 

None of these should be taken lightly or approached with complacency. 

We can’t be flippant about those roles. 

Some people respond by saying that they won’t take those roles on then. 

This passage doesn’t give us an option about that either. 

Someone has to teach God’s people. 

 

The problem Malachi is addressing is when the priests weren’t teaching. 
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If you just can’t teach because you do terrible job, not because you couldn’t be bothered, but 

you tried your best and can’t, that’s another thing. 

But the fact that it’s difficult and that it takes energy and effort? 

Frankly, that alone isn’t a reason to fail in taking these roles seriously. 

Parents 

It’s important to be teaching our children. 

If you’re not actively teaching them, then other people certainly will be. 

That’s going to look like having conversations in the car, as you do the shopping and as you 

watch media together. 

Moses told parents in Israel to be doing this wherever they go: 

Deuteronomy 6:7 NIV11  7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when 

you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you 

get up. 

 

Not teaching your kids is, in fact, teaching them heaps. 

It’s telling them that God’s word doesn’t matter. 

In other words, you’re teaching them to fail. 

If the only time you get your spiritual on is Sunday morning, when you’re in strife or when 

you need a parking spot, that says something. 

They see where you choose to invest your time and energy and it speaks loudly. 

What they need, what we need, is God’s Word. 

 

Family devotions or family worship are only one aspect of training our children, but it’s an 

important one. 

It doesn’t really matter what you do or how well you do it. 

I can send you the Tim Challies articles that are really helpful in offering practical solutions 

about the mechanics. 

But you’ll never make it happen if it’s not really important to you. 

 

Not giving time to the word but making sure that they do their music practice and get to sport 

and work, all this teaches something about how important these things are. 

It says that God’s word doesn’t really matter. 

Getting into God’s word, even when you do it badly, perhaps especially when you do it 

badly, says that it matters to hear God speak. 

Everyone 

We all have a responsibility to share the Word with each other. 
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God’s given us all the role of proclaiming his glory. 

We don’t have a dedicated group of priests anymore, because every believer is a priest. 

That’s one of the key truths that was reclaimed in the Reformation. 

What does it mean to be a priest though? 

It’s someone who declares the glories of his name 

1 Peter 2:9 NIV11  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 

out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Conclusion 

It was Linda Evangelista who famously said, “We don't wake up for less than $10,000 a 

day.” 

She wasn’t just a poor model, but she was a model that didn’t work. 

Just like the Levites. 

 

But Jesus is a great model. 

His ministry was full of teaching God’s word in public and in private. 

In big ways and in small ones. 

He taught God’s word so that others wouldn’t fail. 

 

As followers of Jesus, we’ve been given great responsibility. 

A responsibility to teach Jesus to others in all kinds of ways. 

Not doing this has massive implications. 

A failure to teach ourselves is teaching ourselves to fail. 

And a failure to teach others is teaching them to fail too. 

 
1 For example, Exodus 29:14 and Leviticus 4:11 
2 Jeremiah 33:21 
3 Numbers 25:11-13 
4 2 Timothy 4:2 
5 1 Timothy 3:2 
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