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Half-Hearted Worship 

Malachi 2:6-14 

23 October 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  How much does our worship matter? 

Big Question:  What we give God shows how much we love and value him. 

Introduction 

It doesn’t matter whether you’re a parent or not, whether it’s your child or not. 

At some point, I think most of us have had a little hand stretched out to us, offering us a 

flower. 

It might only be a dandelion, but the sweet innocence of that gesture speaks volumes. 

You know that the child has seen something of beauty – even if it’s a weed – a treasure, a 

precious thing they’ve found and want to share with you. 

It’s an act of love. 

 

Other times, my own children have come up with frangipani blossoms on their last legs and 

a very different motive. 

“Hold this for me.”  You’re lucky to get a please. 

In that case it’s not an act of love so much as being treated as a piece of human oasis. 

 

In both situations, I’m not really sure what you’re actually meant to do with the flowers. 

What I do know is that those two acts have very different motives. 

One’s offering their best out of love and the other is foisting half-dead pulp on me like a 

pack-mule. 

 

Adults do the same thing, just on a bigger scale. 

As you know, I’m a fan of the reduced to clear sticker. 

As beautiful as those yellow stickers are, quickly grabbing a bunch of decaying flower stems 

from Coles on the way home isn’t really an act of love so much as a half-hearted and 

ineffective attempt to win favour. 

A decent bunch of flowers that will last because they’re fresh is costly and expensive. 

But they express that I’ve taken the care and effort to express that I love my wife with 

something that takes sacrifice, forethought and planning. 

 

I distinctly remember one customer coming into the servo latish one night to buy some 

flowers. 
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When I asked him what the occasion was, he said there wasn’t one. 

He gave me what I think is one of the most humorous answers I ever received from a 

customer:  “Preventative maintenance.” 

Blokes – this isn’t a pattern to follow because these weren’t your average servo flowers – 

they were fresh and good quality, sourced from local flower growers. 

He was being funny, but you could tell from the way that he said it that he genuinely didn’t 

need an occasion to buy his wife decent flowers. 

He was motivated by love for his wife rather than mere duty. 

 

Gift-giving mightn’t be your love language, but the gifts we give (or don’t give) express our 

hearts. 

A thoughtful, carefully chosen, we might even say sacrificial, gift expresses love. 

But a half-hearted gift expresses a lack of love and concern. 

In the same way, half-hearted worship expresses a fractured heart. 

While whole-hearted worship shows our love for God. 

Outline 

We’re in a series that’s taking us through the book of Malachi. 

Since we’ve had the Bible read for us, hopefully you’ve been able to find it already. 

If you haven’t, it’s the last book in our Old Testament. 

If you know where Matthew or any of the other gospels are, you can find them and then work 

backwards from there. 

 

I expect that Malachi is uncharted territory for most of us. 

The prophet Malachi was sent to speak to God’s people who’d come back to Judea after 

being exiled in Babylon. 

This is somewhere between 400 and 500 years before the time of Jesus. 

God sent prophets to encourage his people as well as to warn and correct them. 

Jerusalem, the wall around the city and the temple have all been rebuilt by this point, but 

their worship is sadly half-hearted. 

 

I’ve called the series “Fractured Love”. 

Not because God’s love for us is fractured. 

In fact, when we looked at the opening few verses last week, we found that’s anything but 

true. 
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God loves us. 

God loves us by choosing us unconditionally – because of absolutely no merit of our own – 

just like he chose Jacob over Esau. 

 

We saw that the problem is our fractured love for him. 

Even when God tells them that he’s loved them in verse two, they don’t respond as you 

might expect. 

Instead, they question his love for them. 

“How have you loved us?” 

 

{DP}  Malachi is made up of six different oracles. 

Sometimes people view the book through seven questions, but I think the oracles are more 

helpful. 

They’re six times that God’s people dispute what he says to them 

Introduction (1:1) 

  Oracle #1 (1:2–5) 

  Oracle #2 (1:6–2:9) 

Oracle #3 (2:10–16) 

Oracle #4 (2:17–3:5) 

Oracle #5 (3:6–12) 

Oracle #6 (3:13–4:3) 

Conclusion (4:4–6) 

{DP}  This week, we’re going to be looking at the second oracle. 

Well, the first half anyway. 

Call the ACCC because I’m guilty of false advertising. 

It’s fair to say that we’re not exactly racing through this book, but in my defence, we’re not 

going as slow as John Piper either. 

 

This oracle is all about faulty worship. 

Faulty worship is the expression of fractured love. 

{DP}  The overarching idea that ties this section together is that what we give God shows 

how much we love and value him. 

We can talk a good game and have great aspirations, but how we treat God speaks volumes 

about what we think of him. 
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We either demonstrate that he’s worth everything and so worthy of our worship or he’s 

worthless to us and barely worth a second thought. 

 

We’ve got two points this morning:  

• Half-hearted Sacrifice Maligns God’s Great Name (vv6-9) 

• Whole-hearted Service Makes God’s Name Great (vv10-14) 

If you don’t know what the word ‘malign’ means, it means to talk about someone in a nasty 

way. 

Half-hearted Sacrifice Maligns God’s Great Name (vv6-9) 

Half-hearted sacrifice says that we really don’t think much of God, that we don’t think that 

he’s worth much. 

More importantly, it dishonours him. 

 

God starts this oracle by making a statement about fathers and masters. 

He says that it’s right that children would honour their fathers and slaves would honour their 

master. 

This goes back as least as far as the Ten Commandments when God says: 

Exodus 20:12 NIV11  12 “Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live 

long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

In New Testament books like Colossians and Ephesians, Paul tells slaves that they should 

honour their masters. 

 

God’s called Israel to be his chosen people and shown them his love. 

He brought them out of slavery to live in response to his grace. 

He’s cared for them, provided for them and disciplined them. 

The people of Israel as a whole are called his Son in places like Hosea 11:1. 

 

But God’s not feeling the love from them. 

What’s the go?  What’s the deal?  Where’s the love? 

If he’s their father and their master, what’s the deal with the lack of respect? 

As the Italian prophet would say:  “What's-a matter you?  Hey!  Gotta no respect?” 

 

You’ll notice that the priests are the main people that he’s got in his sight because they’re 

showing him contempt. 
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They’re being disrespectful towards God. 

Treating him like he’s worthless and not even really worth giving much thought or attention 

to. 

He matters so little to them that they’re allowing people to be openly disrespectful to him. 

 

They’ve failed to understand who they’re actually dealing with. 

He’s the Lord Almighty.  The Lord of Hosts. 

The commander of great armies – both human and angelic ones follow his commands. 

And the same is true of the army of stars in the sky. 

Yet they treat his name lightly rather than with the weightiness it deserves. 

 

When Malachi confronts them with how unbelievably rude they’re being, you might think that 

the priests would admit their error and change their behaviour. 

At the very least, they could try mumbling a, “Sorry, Sir.” 

You, know the kind of heartfelt sorry that teenage boys use when they don’t really mean it. 

But they don’t even do that. 

 

Instead, they double down as if they’re completely innocent, unsuspecting and have no idea 

what he’s talking about. 

They ask, “How have we shown contempt for your name?”, still in verse six. 

That’s a provocative thing to say. 

God’s saying that they’ve snubbed him and they’re all saying, “No we haven’t. 

“Not us.  What did we possibly do?” 

 

Often it’s not actually so much what we say that’s really the problem. 

The greater issue is what we do. 

The priests have been allowing (if not encouraging) some pretty questionable sacrifices. 

They job was to be in control of what happens in the temple and so they need to take some 

responsibility. 

 

God deserves the very best that we can offer for a couple of very good reasons. 

Firstly, because God’s worthy of it. 

Secondly, because our sin is so costly and atoning for it is expensive. 



~ 6 ~ 

That’s why God tells his people that it’s inappropriate to offer pathetic sacrifices to atone for 

their sin. 

Leviticus 22:22 NIV11  22 Do not offer to the LORD the blind, the injured or the 

maimed, or anything with warts or festering or running sores. Do not place any of 

these on the altar as a food offering presented to the LORD. 

 

Malachi is calling out people who bring an offering, but don’t bring the best. 

The leftovers and whatever they can find is what they offer to God. 

They bring the bananas that have turned black, the ones that everyone says they’ll make 

banana bread out of but almost no one ever does. 

If they’ve got a sheep that’s hobbling along on two legs, that’s only two legs of lamb. 

Only worth half as much at market so may as well give that one to the Lord. 

Or an animal that’s missing an eye. 

You can imagine a sheep that’s walking along on three legs, one eye and flystrike being 

brought into the temple rather that the pick of the flock. 

It’s wrong, so wrong and they know it. 

Instead of offering the best and most costly sacrifices, they’re giving the leftovers. 

 

I don’t know if you’ve ever read the Wonky Donkey children’s books? 

I want to see someone write a book about a donkey who’s a used car salesman or dodgy 

builder and call it The Shonky Donkey. 

The problem is that the Israelites are offering up sheep that’re wonky and it’s a sign the 

people are shonky. 

They don’t really care about God. 

 

God’s a father, right? 

That’s where he started. 

What do you give a father as a gift? 

Traditionally it’s socks and undies because no one can think of anything else. 

On Father’s Day, fathers around the world pretend to be excited about receiving them. 

 

Imagine that instead of getting socks and undies (or giving, if you’re not a father), you get 

OLD socks and undies. 

Ones that have clearly been worn before because now they’re actually more hole than they 

are piece of clothing. 
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And not just OLD socks and undies, but ones that have marks on them that show that 

they’ve clearly been USED. 

Is mentioning grundies too much?  Probably. 

But it’s wrong, so wrong and I want you to feel the weight of that. 

 

At this point in time, the Israelites have been allowed to return back to Jerusalem, but they’re 

still under Persian rule. 

Judea was originally a Persian province. 

God, speaking through Malachi, uses a Persian loan word for governor in verse eight. 

God challenges them by saying, “Try offering that kind of gear to the governor and see how 

far you get.” 

 

The Presians allowed their subjects to live in their own land, but they still had to pay tribute. 

That tribute would go straight to the king’s table and so it had to be good. 

How would their Persian leaders feel about being given bread that’s mouldy and meat that’s 

full of maggots? 

Malachi 1:8d NIV11  8 Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?” says 

the LORD Almighty. 

And yet that’s exactly what they’re trying on with the God of the whole universe, the God 

who loves them. 

Why should the Persian king get more respect than the king of kings and the Lord of lords? 

Disrespect. 

Yet they expect that God should be pleased to accept their sacrifices. 

 

These sacrifices weren’t just something that they did for fun. 

They were needed to allow their sin to be atoned for and so they could have life. 

Should God really accept them because of this half-hearted effort? 

Great question and the answer is clearly, “No”. 

 

They’re half-heartedness is being expressed in dodgy sacrifices rather than offering God the 

respect he deserves. 

Half-hearted sacrifice maligns God’s great name. 

Whole-hearted Service Makes God’s Name Great (vv10-14) 

On the other hand, whole-hearted service makes God’s name great. 
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God says something that should make both them and us stop and listen. 

He’s not happy, Jan. 

In fact, he’s really rather upset that they’re treating him like this. 

 

Remember that God’s speaking specifically to the priests here. 

The priests were the ones who performed all the sacrifices in the temple. 

He tells the priests that he wishes that they’d have the guts to hit the emergency stop button 

and put an end to what’s going on. 

Turn off the barbeque and shut everything down before anyone gets hurt. 

The thing is that none of them seem to have stepped up to do it because none of them love 

God enough to really care. 

 

“You know what, just leave it if you’re not going to bother doing things properly. 

“The temple would be better off closed than what’s going on.” 

God’s not going to accept inadequate sacrifces. 

Have a squiz at verse ten: 

Malachi 1:10b NIV11  I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD Almighty, “and I 

will accept no offering from your hands. 

 

One of the things that we see from this is that God doesn’t need us. 

He’s not waiting for his people to bring sacrifices so that he can eat. 

He’s not like a child sitting at the dinner table who needs to eat up whatever they’re served 

without asking questions. 

He doesn’t have to accept whatever someone wants to give him. 

 

And he doesn’t depend on us stroking his ego for him to survive or allow us to manipulate 

him into doing things. 

God doesn’t rely upon our praise and worship for his own existence or even for his purposes 

to be worked out. 

Protecting his own glory is actually far more important to him. 

He’d prefer to have no worship at all rather than the kind of dodgy worship he’s been 

receiving. 

 

Not accepting their offerings is a big deal for his people though. 
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They’re back in the Promised Land and after their experience of exile, they want to stay and 

not be turfed out again. 

However, they knew that they did stuff wrong and needed sacrifices to make things right. 

They needed their sin to be atoned for and if it’s not, then they’ve got a real problem. 

 

God’s chosen people – the ones he’s loved as children – are showing that they don’t think 

that his name is very valuable. 

Compare that with the nations who will see his name as great, verse eleven. 

God’s not backwards in blowing his own trumpet. 

His renown isn’t going to be limited to a small number of people in Israel. 

God’s basically saying, “My name mightn’t be worth much to you, but it will be to the 

nations.” 

From one side of the sky to the other – we might say to the ends of the earth – the smell of 

offerings are going to rise to him. 

He’s going to be recognised for who he is by the nations and their worship will be a whole-

hearted sacrifice to him. 

Malachi 1:11b NIV11 In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to 

me, because my name will be great among the nations,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 

Smells are powerful. 

Just a smell can invoke all kinds of memories. 

On our recently holiday, we went into a massive shearing shed. 

As soon as we went in, the smell hit me – that beautiful blend of lanolin and sheep manure 

that you get in a shearing shed. 

Just that smell triggered memories to come flooding back. 

I was immediately transported back to a shearing shed that I spent some time in as a kid. 

Which actually made me realise that I unintentionally lied to you last term when I said that I 

don’t know anything about sheep. 

What I’d forgotten I even knew came back with just that smell. 

 

Have you ever thought about the fact that God loves the smell of barbeque? 

That’s a line for you to go home and tweet later. 

I know that there’s some people here who don’t like the smell of lamb on the barbie, but get 

with the program because God does. 

The first reference I could find was when the priests were first being inducted in Exodus 29. 
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Exodus 29:18 NIV11  18 Then burn the entire ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to 

the LORD, a pleasing aroma, a food offering presented to the LORD. 

 

We often just read over that because it’s in one of the “boring” bits of the Bible, but it’s a 

phrase that gets repeated many times. 

God loves the smell of roast meat being sacrificed to him. 

It’s not so much that as that smell is the result worship happening. 

Worship that values his name. 

Malachi 1:11 NIV11  11 My name will be great among the nations, from where the 

sun rises to where it sets. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to 

me, because my name will be great among the nations,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 

God’s name isn’t only going to be known throughout the earth as the beautiful smell of 

barbeque and pure offerings will be brought to him. 

It’s going to be recognised as being great. 

God is going to be known, respected, revered and worshipped for who he is. 

From one horizon to the other, all around the earth, God’s name will be recognised as being 

weighty. 

That’s what wholehearted worship does – it recognises that God’s name  is great. 

 

Yet God’s people are claiming the very opposite. 

They’re saying that the Lord’s table is mucky and no good. 

What table is it talking about here?  It seems like an unusual word to use. 

That’s because the word used for table here IS unusual. 

It’s only used in the Old Testament here in verses seven and twelve. 

Although you do get a similar idea in Psalm 23 as God sets a table with his enemies. 

 

The altar is the table he’s talking about and it’s called a table because of what happens 

there. 

The people bring their animals and the priests kill and clean the animal before barbequing it 

up. 

After that, both the priests and the people are allowed to eat some. 

The result is that God’s representatives and his people are eating together, sharing a meal. 

Not only did this provide lunch for the priests, more importantly it showed that fellowship was 

restored between man and God. 
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Instead of enjoying this beautiful meal, they think that serving God is actually a drag. 

Serving God’s just way too hard. 

They’re openly treating God with contempt. 

Verse thirteen: 

Malachi 1:13 NIV11  13 And you say, ‘What a burden!’ and you sniff at it 

contemptuously,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 

Imagine that you’re holding a barbeque and so you invite some friends over. 

One of the people you invite tells you that they’ve got relatives who butcher their own meat, 

so they’ll bring some top quality meat along. 

You think, “You beauty, fresh steaks sound great.” 

 

So, the day of the barbeque comes along and they turn up with a big sack which they pass 

to you as they come in the door. 

The flies circling around should’ve been a bit of a clue because as you open it up, you find a 

mess. 

There’s what can only be described as a ball of fluff and blood with some bones sticking out. 

When you ask where on earth this came from, they tell you that they found it at the side of 

the road. 

They promised to bring great steaks but instead they’ve brought roadkill to the barbie. 

 

How are you going to feel… I mean other than sick in the stomach? 

You’re going to feel pretty hurt and disrespected, aren’t you? 

That’s exactly what happens when injured, lame and diseased animals are brought to 

sacrifice to God. 

Should God really accept their sacrifices?  No way! 

 

Actually, it’s worse than that because for weeks they’ve been telling everyone about the 

ripper meat that’s going to be at the party. 

God’s got those cheats firmly in his sights. 

People who tell everyone that they’re going to give their best because they’re got some 

really cracking animals that they can sacrifice. 

Coming from prize-winning stock that won grand champion at the Ekka, but that’s not what 

they actually sacrifice. 
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Instead, they offer up the stillborn calf. 

 

You will be cursed, God says in verse fourteen, for the way you behave. 

You’re disrespecting the God Almighty and dragging his name through the mud rather than 

making it great. 

It’s half-hearted worship and it’s nokay because it destroys their witness to the nations. 

They’re trying to cheat and making a mockery of God. 

 

Whole-hearted service makes God’s name great. 

God would prefer not to be worshipped at all than be worshipped half-heartedly. 

But be sure that he WILL make his name great amongst the nations. 

The questions is whether his people will get on board. 

Application 

Through Malachi, God was speaking directly to a particular group of people at a particular 

time. 

Yet through Malachi, God speaks to us as well. 

People different to us because they were not living on this side of the cross. 

Yet similar because if that was us, we’d be responding in exactly the same way as what they 

did. 

 

What’s clear here is that God demands whole-hearted service so that his name will be great. 

If you’re not going to serve God wholeheartedly, then don’t bother. 

Which leaves you in a pickle and me up the proverbial creek without a paddle. 

It’s not just you, but the reason that I know that it IS you is because it’s true of everyone. 

 

Even the very best of us don’t serve God whole-heartedly. 

Think of great men and women of the faith – spiritual giants who’ve gone before us – they all 

had times in their lives when they failed to worship whole-heartedly. 

None of us responds to God’s greatness in the way that’s right, in the way that he deserves 

all the time. 

 

This’s why we need Jesus. 

We can’t serve God wholeheartedly, but he ALWAYS has. 
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Not once has Jesus failed to put his father’s interests above his own. 

That includes him dying for us. 

He sacrificed himself at great cost to himself. 

Jesus is the priest who offered himself as a sacrifice for the sake of others, so that our sins 

could be forgiven. 

Hebrews 10:12 NIV11  12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 

 

That means that we can know that when we come to God through Jesus, we can NEVER 

come with an inadequate sacrifice. 

He is all and everything we need. 

A sacrifice that was enough to pay for sin once and for all. 

There’s absolutely nothing more that’s needed. 

 

What difference does that make for us in practical, everyday life? 

It DOESN’T mean that we’re perfect or that we’re always going to be whole-hearted in our 

devotion to God. 

It DOES mean that God is changing our hearts so be more devoted to him. 

That’s the promise of the New Covenant that God’s made in Jesus. 

 

So, keep coming to God in Jesus, offering a sacrifice of praise. 

We offer thankfulness for what Jesus has done. 

Hebrews 13:15–16 NIV11  15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to 

God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name. 16 And do not 

forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Do you see the difference that that makes? 

 

According to Peter’s first letter in the New Testament, every Christian is a priest. 

We worship God in everything we do, but something special and profound happens on a 

Sunday morning. 

That’s when we, the people of God, gather together here in this place. 

God’s with us when we go about worshipping him as we go about our business during the 

week. 

But on Sunday, we come to worship him together in an act of solidarity that he’s the Lord 

Almighty. 
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I’m not trying to equate coming to church as being the same as going to worship in a temple. 

But we can have the same attitude to our worship on Sunday mornings as the Israelites did 

though. 

We don’t real worship God wholeheartedly because of what he’s done in Jesus. 

We mope and complain about having to give up our Sunday mornings when it’s easier to 

stay home in a warm bed. 

 

It’s not just Sunday mornings. 

I wonder if any of these situations sound familiar at all. 

Sitting down to read the Bible and feel like we’re being hard done by. 

Worshipping God by working faithfully for your boss is difficult. 

Giving and account for the hope that you have to other mums around the school gate isn’t 

easy. 

It’s costly to ask someone to read the Bible with you. 

 

All of these things are costly. 

It’s kind of there in the name sacrifice, isn’t it? 

Living a life that praises God costs us not being able to polish our other idols. 

It means that it’s going to cost us respect of people who’s opinion matters to us. 

It’s going to cost us our time, treasure and talents. 

 

But what we gain is the joy of worshipping the Lord, God Almighty. 

The one who’s greatness will fill the earth. 

When we grumble, it shows that God’s greatness hasn’t really captured our hearts. 

This isn’t really a guilt issue – tyring to make you feel like you’re doing the wrong thing so 

that you change. 

Half-hearted worship is really a heart issue, a matter of what we truly love. 

It’s an issue of fractured love. 

A fractured love for God and also a fractured love for others. 

 

Traditionally, Christians have called Sunday gatherings “services”. 

The reason it’s called that is because we come to serve others. 

It’s not just the people who are up the front or even behind the scenes who are serving. 
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It should be everyone. 

At the conference yesterday, we were helpfully reminded that the most important instrument 

in gathered worship is the voices of God’s people. 

That same thing’s true when we turn up at grace group to serve others too. 

Hebrews 13 reminds us to not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such 

sacrifices God is pleased. 

Conclusion 

Friends, what’s the appropriate response to a passage like this? 

The first thing is to praise God, praise him for what he’s done in Christ. 

An appropriate response to a passage like this is also to repent. 

When we recognised how much our misplaced love offends God and misrepresents him to 

others. 

The good news is that we can respond to Jesus’ sacrifice for us by turning to God and 

asking him to change our hearts. 

Let’s do that together now.
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Big Idea:  How much does our worship matter? 

Big Question:  What we give God shows how much we love and value him. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why does God deserve to be honoured by his people? 

2. What’s wrong with the Israelites’ sacrifices? 

3. Why is it necessary for the Israelites to make sacrifices? 

4. Is God obliged to accepted their sacrifices? 

5. How are their dodgy sacrifices relationally damaging? 

6. What difference does the cross make to the kind of sacrifices we make? (Consider 

Romans 12:1; Hebrews 13:15) 

7. Do you think it’s possible for Christians to be half-hearted in our worship?  What would 

that look like?  What are the consequences? 

8. As Christians, what would be some appropriate ways to respond to this passage in 

Malachi? 


