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God Loves His People 

Malachi 1:1-5 

16 October 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  How do we know that God loves us? 

Big Idea:  God loves his people 

Introduction 

We all know how a love story is meant to go. 

Boy meets girl. 

Boy likes girl, girl likes boy and they fall in love. 

They get married and walk off into the sunset to live happily ever after. 

 

We all also know that’s not the way most love stories happen in reality. 

Some love stories don’t even get off the ground. 

Boy meets girl, they go on a date and she ghosts him. 

Some burn brightly for a short period of time before being snuffed out. 

Boy meets girl and after dating for a while, they have a huge barney and break up forever. 

 

There are millions of different variations on real love stories because we live in a sin-

fractured world where everything doesn’t happen like it does in a fairly tale. 

We live in a world of fractured love. 

As Paul Tripp helpfully reminds us, “What did you expect when two sinners say, ‘I do?’” 

Sometimes love hits small bumps, larger humps and sometimes there are massive mountain 

rangers in the way. 

These pressures that fracture our love sometimes come from outside but much more 

commonly come from inside. 

Boy marries girl and finds that she changes while girl discovers that he never does. 

The best love stories are the ones where a husband and wife keep laying down their lives for 

each other in a myriad of small, everyday ways. 

Boy and girl marry and find that by the grace of God, they can love each other through all the 

ups and downs of life in this world – both big and small – until death do us part. 

 

We feel the struggle and the sadness of fractured love most clearly in relationships between 

people. 

But sin doesn’t just fracture the love story between human beings though. 
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It also fractures the love story between human beings and God. 

Ever since Adam and Eve believed the serpent’s lies in the garden that God doesn’t want 

the best for us, our love for God has been fractured. 

As the rest of the story of the Bible unfolds, we find that while God’s love remains constant, 

the love story is continually interrupted and fractured by human beings. 

Even as Christians, while the power of sin has been broken, the presence of sin remains and 

our love for God is fractured. 

Which brings us to the book of Malachi. 

Book Introduction 

Today we’re starting a new series in the book of Malachi. 

If you don’t know where to find it, you could look up the index at the front of your Bible. 

Or you can turn to Matthew’s gospel (your pages are probably getting worn by now) and 

then turn back a few pages. 

Malachi is probably the very last book in your Old Testament. 

 

It comes at the end of what we call the Book of the Twelve – the twelve minor prophets. 

The reason that I say that it PROBABLY comes at the end of the Old Testament is because 

in the Hebrew Bible, the books are in a slightly different order. 

Malachi is still comes at the end of the prophets, but the prophetic books are followed by the 

Psalms and other writings. 

The reason we put Malachi at the end of our Bible is because it’s probably the last prophecy 

before John the Baptist. 

 

The book dates to somewhere between 400 and 460 BC. 

It’s time for a quick Bible history reminder. 

Israel prospered under the leadership of David and Solomon, but after that things went badly 

wrong as Israel was divided into two kingdoms. 

The ten tribes that belonged to the Northern Kingdom of Israel were wiped out by the 

Assyrians in 722BC. 

The two tribes of the Southern Kingdom of Judah fell to the Babylonians in 587 or 586 BC. 

And most of God’s people were taken out of the Promised Land and into exile in Babylon. 

 

They spent about seventy years in exile before they were allowed to come back and rebuild 

Jerusalem by the Persian king Cyrus. 

The temple was rebuilt under Ezra and the wall was rebuilt by Nehemiah. 
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It’s hard to be exact with the history, but now it’s maybe 100 years after the first people 

returned to Jerusalem. 

 

This fact will really astound you:  Malachi was written by a bloke named Malachi. 

Some of you might also know him as Malachi… the Italian prophet (that joke never gets old). 

His name means “my messenger” and there’s huge debate amongst scholars about whether 

this was a title or his actual name. 

Whatever.  No one really knows. 

It really just shows us that the bloke himself isn’t anywhere near as important as the 

message he was sent with. 

The focus is on the message, not the man. 

 

Just don’t mispronounce his name as “malarkey”, although the book does have some of that 

in it. 

Malachi is full of words from God himself, delivered by Malachi. 

Most of the book, in fact forty-seven out of fifty-five verses, is God speaking. 

You can see in verse one that it’s an oracle or more literally a burden that God has placed 

on Malachi to share with his people. 

 

And when God speaks… his people listen, right? 

If only. 

Throughout Malachi, when God speaks his people start picking fights with him. 

They’re contrarians who respond to everything he says by coming up with some malarky 

that’s not true. 

 

The whole book can be broken up into six different disputes between God and his people. 

God speaks, they contradict him and then God lovingly sets them straight. 

This shows us the fractured love that God’s people have for him. 

It also shows us God’s amazing love for his people demonstrated in his patience with them. 

Instead of cutting them off and coming down on them like a tonne of bricks, God loves us 

enough to expose their sin so that they don’t keep wallowing in it. 

 

The picture we get of the people of Israel at this time is that they’re just sort of floating along. 

Most of them weren’t engaged in the same kind of wilful rebellion that resulted in idolatry at 

other times. 
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Nor were they in any danger of being mistaken for being on fire for the Lord either. 

They were kind of drifting along and going through the motions of half-hearted worship. 

Their offerings weren’t up to scratch and the priests were doing a pretty lousy job, but at 

least the temple was operating. 

 

This was because of their fractured love for God. 

Rather than actively loving God as a father, he’d sort of been pushed back into the friend-

zone or perhaps even better would be to say the acquaintance zone. 

They’re just sort of lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – towards him. 

We might even say that they’re practicing a kind of practical atheism. 

 

That’s why I’m calling this series “Fractured Love.” 

In this book, God speaks to stir the flames of faith in his people.  

It’s a book that teaches to that in the difficult times, we need to remember that God really 

does love us. 

God wants us to experience the joy of worshipping him with hearts that truly love him. 

Malachi is an oracle against empty religion and for love for God. 

Outline 

We’re going to be looking at the first five verses together today because they lay a 

foundation for the rest of the book. 

They also cover the first dispute between God and his people. 

He says to them something that really shouldn’t be all that controversial (and this is my 

paraphrase):  I love yas! 

And being the contrarians they are, God’s people respond by saying:  Nah, mate! 

 

The message of these verses is quite clear and simple:  God loves his people. 

The Lord loved Israel and he loves the church too. 

The problem isn’t his love, but our fractured understanding of it. 

 

We’ll have the usual three points, but you’ll notice that they all build on each other: 

• God loves us (vv1-2b) 

• God loves us by choosing some (vv2c-3a) 

• God loves us by choosing us some and rightly judging others (vv3b-5) 
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God loves us (vv1-2b) 

This book starts with God and what he’s done. 

God reminds them that he’s loved them, verse two. 

 

Love is part of God’s nature, who he is. 

1 John 4:8 tells us that God is love. 

Love isn’t just a PART of his nature, an aspect of his character that he sometimes expresses 

and sometimes doesn’t. 

God IS love. 

Every, single thing that he does is done in love. 

 

This isn’t just a New Testament thing though. 

From the start, we know that God’s character doesn’t change. 

Even still, it’s common – even for Christians – to think that God effectively had a character 

transformation in the 400 years between the Old and New Testaments. 

They see an angry and vindictive God in the Old Testament turned into a loving, kind and 

merciful God in the New Testament. 

 

From very early on in his dealings with Israel, God revealed himself as a God of love. 

More precisely, THE LORD, Yahweh, the God who made a covenant with his chosen 

people, is the one who loves. 

When the LORD reveals himself to Moses, he’s described as a God who’s abounding in 

love. 

The people of Israel have known him as a God of love. 

Exodus 34:6–7a NIV11  6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The 

LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in 

love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 

rebellion and sin. 

 

That, however, isn’t how God’s people are feeling right at this point, when Malachi is 

speaking to them. 

When God tells them that he loves them, their response isn’t to recognise God’s love and be 

thankful for his kindness towards them. 

Instead, they accuse God. 

“Oh really,” they say. 
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Malachi 1:2b NIV11  “But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ 

 

You might be sitting there thinking that they’re completely nuts… and you’d be right. 

Let me count the ways! 

It’s not like this is the beginning of a beautiful friendship. 

God’s been relating to his people for a long time. 

There are countless events where they’ve seen his love for them. 

 

God is the one who rescued their ancestors out of slavery in Egypt. 

He’s the one who gave them the gift of the Promised Land and brought them safely into it. 

He gave them the kings like David and Solomon who caused the whole nation to prosper. 

He was there, looking after them during their exile Babylon and the one who turned Cyrus’ 

heart so that he was willing so send them back to Land. 

With legal protection and even supplies provided for the build too, I might add. 

 

To be fair though, that was all quite some time ago and rebuilding Jerusalem didn’t go as 

smoothly as they expected. 

When they came back from exile, the nations around them really didn’t want them there. 

Life was hard and they faced all kinds of persecution as they tried to get the city back up and 

running. 

They had to build the wall with a sword in one hand and a trowel in the other. 

Even at this point, the city of God was still a long way form the glorious place that it once 

was. 

The Persian region of Judea was only a small fraction of the size of what Judah’s territory 

was before. 

They felt like they were small, pathetic, and unloved. 

 

Most of all though, God himself hadn’t shown up like they expected. 

There were plenty of hiccups, but the temple was finally built after Haggai was sent to get 

them into action. 

But where was God? 

He’d promised that he’d come and live with his people again. 

Through the prophet Ezekiel, God had promised them that he’d come back to his temple and 

it’d be full of his glory.1 
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It was an uneventful time as they waited and they waited, for God’s return. 

But nothing seemed to happen. 

Great leaders like Zerubbabel and Joshua had passed away and it seemed to them like God 

had forgotten his people. 

I think it’s kind of understandable that they’re a little bit cynical and bored of waiting. 

They started thinking that if he hadn’t come yet, he probably wouldn’t come at all. 

Proverbs 13:12 NIV11  12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled 

is a tree of life. 

 

Which, I think, is the reason that Malachi was sent. 

To give them a reminder when they start asking, “What have you done for us recently?” 

To remind them that God loves them. 

 

You know, I think that you and I can be left feeling exactly the same way. 

I’m learning that some people are plodders who are happy to press on no matter what. 

They just press on in faith regardless of what’s happening. 

Then there are other people for whom maintaining ground just isn’t enough. 

They’re actioners who live for things changing and growing and moving forward and when 

they don’t, they really struggle. 

There are strengths and weaknesses to both styles. 

Plodders can hold back a ministry because they don’t feel a sense of urgency to move things 

forward. 

Actioners can melt away when it doesn’t look like there’s anything happening, ironically, 

often just before there’s a breakthrough. 

 

This side of the cross, I think that there are two different ways we can experience this. 

Jesus has come, but we’re still waiting for his second coming. 

That means waiting. 

This kind of melds in nicely with what we were looking at in Matthew in our last sermon 

series. 

No one knows the day or the time and as the waiting stretches out, it gets easier to slip into 

doubt and cynicism the longer we wait. 

We might ask whether Jesus is really coming back?  Has God forgotten us?  Has his love for 

us gone cold? 
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The answer to that is to remember that God loves us and so he hasn’t and won’t abandoned 

us. 

 

The second thing is when we compare ourselves to the church down the road. 

Everything seems like it’s bigger and better and more happening over there. 

The people in that church don’t even have to serve on a roster, let alone serve their hearts 

out each week. 

And they get to sit in the plush comfort of recliner lounges rather than hard, plastic chairs. 

Isn’t it tempting to think to ourselves – God’s working there and so that’s where I’ll go? 

Or we’re left feeling cold and indifferent towards God because he doesn’t seem to be 

working here and now. 

 

I think that’s to miss the most important point that eclipses all of these other things – that 

God loves us. 

There’s nothing better than that. 

That’s a truth worth clinging to. 

That God has loved us by sending his Son to die for us. 

The fractures come into that love not because God doesn’t love us, but because we don’t 

recognise it. 

 

God loves us, friends. 

God loves us and there’s nothing more privileged than that. 

God loves us by choosing some (vv2c-3a) 

God begins to correct their thinking. 

Secondly, we see that God loves us by choosing some. 

 

Imagine for a second that you’re God. 

It’s not really that hard to do because we all try to do it all the time. 

That’s what sin is – setting ourselves up as God. 

I’m not asking you to sin, but I’m asking you to imagine what you’d say if you were God in 

this situation. 

What would you use to remind your people that you love them? 
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You might remind them of the fact that you’re the one who sends rain and makes the sun 

shine. 

Nothing in this world would happen if you didn’t actively sustain the world with the power of 

your word. 

Perhaps you’d remind them of how you provided manna and quail for their ancestors as they 

were walking through the barren and deserted places. 

Would you talk about the fact that you’re the one who gave them the Promised Land in the 

first place. 

Going with them and giving them the power to kick out the wicked people who were living 

there. 

Would you remind them of how you used Cyrus to bring them back into the Land after they’d 

been in exile? 

And how you even used him as the means of funding the rebuild of their city? 

 

There’s just about no end to the events and happenings that God could’ve used to remind 

them of his love. 

But God doesn’t mention a single one of them here. 

Instead, he reminds them of his love in choosing them. 

To be loved is to be chosen. 

This can be tricky for us to get our heads around, which is why I think it’s important to see 

that out of all the arguments that God could’ve made, THIS is the one he chose to use. 

THIS is how they can know God loves them. 

God wants his people to clearly see his love in choosing them. 

 

God answers them by talking them through a twin study. 

Twin studies are helpful to medical researchers because they help to work out what’s a 

result of our genes and what’s a result of how we grew up. 

Especially if they’re identical twins living in the same or different places. 

If they have the same environment, why are they different? 

If they’ve got the same genes, why are they different? 

 

The twins in this case were ancestors of the Israelites – Esau and Jacob. 

Their great-great-great-great-something-grandfather and their great-great-great-great-

something-uncle. 

Esau and Jacob were brothers, twin brothers. 
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Both being Isaac’s sons, they were both descendants of the blessing given to their 

grandfather Abraham. 

If anything, Esau should’ve received more blessing because he was the elder of the two 

twins. 

Yet Paul tells us that Jacob was chosen over Esau BEFORE they were born though. 

Romans 9:11–12 NIV11  11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything 

good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but 

by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 

The younger was chosen over the older before they did even a single thing. 

 

Yet God says that he loved Jacob and hated Esau. 

Wow.  Who’s left thinking, “That’s not fair! 

“You’re not allowed to love one child more than another.” 

Yet that’s exactly what God says that he’s done. 

And do you know what? 

He’s not even a single little bit embarrassed by it even if we are. 

God chose Jacob because of his love: 

Deuteronomy 10:15 NIV11  15 Yet the LORD set his affection on your ancestors and 

loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations—as it is 

today. 

 

God’s election is a really difficult doctrine to come to terms with. 

Why does God choose some and not others? 

In the case of Israel, God gives us some insight. 

We know why he DIDN’T choose Israel because of how impressive they were. 

Deuteronomy 7:7 NIV11  7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose 

you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest 

of all peoples. 

 

We’re also told that the reason he chose the younger brother over the older is because of his 

love. 

People make the argument and then treat it as if it’s just obviously true that God is 

UNLOVING if he chooses one over the other, not based on anything they’ve done. 

But that’s the very OPPOSITE of what God’s saying here. 

The reason he chose Israel was because of his love and not because of anything they had 

done. 
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Deuteronomy 7:8 NIV11  8 But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the 

oath he swore to your ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty hand and 

redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

 

God doesn’t choose us based on our merit – how good we are. 

If he did, Esau probably would’ve passed and Jacob almost certainly wouldn’t! 

If you trace Jacob’s life through Genesis, you’ll find that he was nothing less than a 

scoundrel. 

He did all kinds of dodgy stuff. 

 

The good news is that God doesn’t love people who deserve it. 

He doesn’t love people because of our performance, position or power. 

He never has and never will. 

Otherwise no one would enter the kingdom because none of us can ever be good enough 

on our own. 

The point of raising election here isn’t to exclude people, but to reassure and comfort them 

with God’s love. 

He loves them regardless of what they may have done because he’s chosen to love them. 

 

Then there’s the fact that God would actually say that he hates someone. 

How can the God who is love also hate? 

They sound like they’re completely contradictory things. 

That’s something that we need to wrestle with. 

 

We’ll see what God’s hatred looks like a little bit more in a second, but it’s important to 

recognise what it doesn’t look like. 

It doesn’t look like God going around hating on them, provoking them and abusing them for 

absolutely no reason. 

God’s hate doesn’t look like him hurting them just for kicks because then he’d be completely 

unjust. 

The hate of Esau isn’t an uncontrolled, burning anger. 

God’s hatred is an absence of relationship because of their wickedness. 

He describes them as a Wicked Land in verse five. 

 

God’s love is expressed in him showing grace to people. 
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Grace is God’s completely undeserved kindness. 

God’s hatred looks like him not extending his undeserved kindness to people who don’t 

deserve it. 

God isn’t unjust in doing this. 

 

We see that this is the way that God operates in the New Testament as well. 

God doesn’t wait for us to do something good before he saves us. 

He shows us his great love in saving sinners. 

God didn’t send his son to rescue people who just needed a little bit of help, but to save 

sinners who didn’t want anything to do with him. 

Romans 5:8 NIV11  8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

The good news is that God loves us because he chose us for salvation. 

Not because he had to, but because he wanted to. 

He chose to love us. 

This happened long before we’d chosen to do anything. 

Ephesians 1:4b–6 NIV11  In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship 

through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his 

glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 

 

God loves us. 

And we know that God loves us because he chose some and all of them didn’t deserve his 

love. 

God loves us by choosing some and rightly judging others (vv3b-5) 

In love, God disciplines his people and judges his enemies. 

 

God’s love doesn’t just mean that he gives his people a free pass. 

It’s because of his great love that God disciplines the ones he loves. 

Discipline is an act of love because discipline shouldn’t ever just be about punishment. 

Discipline is designed to train and to win the person back to the right and godly way. 

That’s why the writer to the Hebrews says: 

Hebrews 12:6 NIV11  6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he 

chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 
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The Israelites were sent into exile, first by Assyria and then by Babylon. 

God allowed that to happen, caused it to happen even, because he loved them. 

The corruption and rebellion under the wicked kings was so bad that God wouldn’t let it go 

on. 

He brought it to an end by sending in the heavies to teach them a lesson. 

 

What I haven’t explained well to this point is that the Israelites are all the descendants from 

Jacob. 

Jacob’s name was changed to Israel and so his descendants were called Israelites. 

All the descendants of Esau are called Edomites. 

Other than the ‘E’ at the beginning, you might wonder what the connection is because Edom 

really doesn’t sound like Esau. 

 

Edom means ‘red’ and they were named that because of Esau was a ranga. 

When he was born, his skin was very red. 

Also, he exchanged his birthright for a plate of red lentils (Genesis 25:30). 

Esau is only ever called Edom once – in Genesis 36:8 – but it looks like the name stuck. 

 

When Israel was taken into exile, what happened to the Edomites? 

They were having a party. 

They’d allied themselves with Babylon and so they were safe and prosperous. 

In fact, they’d cheered and egged the Babylonians on as they destroyed Jerusalem. 

Psalm 137:7 NIV11  7 Remember, LORD, what the Edomites did on the day 

Jerusalem fell. “Tear it down,” they cried, “tear it down to its foundations!” 

 

If you were to pause history there, it might look like God didn’t care for Israel at all. 

However, that’s not where things stopped. 

Roll forward 150 years and God’s people are back in the Promised Land. 

And the Edomites have been crushed. 

 

They were pillaged by the Nabateans, the same people who famously built the city of Petra 

in the rocky hillside. 

That’s not in the Bible, but we do know it from extra-biblical sources. 
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This was God’s doing as well. 

Verse three: 

“I have turned his [Edom’s] hill country into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the 

desert jackals.”  

 

If they think they can rebuild like Judah, they’ve got another thing coming. 

The Wicked Land is not going to be able to do the same thing as what Zechariah calls the 

Holy Land. 

The Edomites expected that they’d be able to rise again but Yahweh has different ideas 

because his love was not on them. 

Whatever they build, he’s going to knock down because they are under the wrath of the 

Lord. 

Malachi 1:4b-c NIV11 But this is what the LORD Almighty says: “They may build, but 

I will demolish. They will be called the Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath 

of the LORD. 

 

Again, this might be difficult for us to understand and get our heads around. 

It’s important to recognise that this isn’t just God flying off the handle for no reason. 

His wrath is bringing right judgment on people for their wickedness. 

We’re not meant to delight in their judgment, but we do need to recognise that it was just. 

 

And even this shows the greatness and glory of God. 

People will see what God has done and they won’t accuse him of being unjust. 

They’ll recognise him for his greatness. 

Not just in what he does in Israel, but also beyond the borders of that state. 

Malachi 1:5 NIV11  5 You will see it with your own eyes and say, ‘Great is the 

LORD—even beyond the borders of Israel!’ 

 

God isn’t just in control, he’s in control of and will be recognised even beyond Israel. 

The God of the Bible chose to deal with one particular group of people in times past – the 

people of Israel – but he’s not only the God of one nation. 

He’s the God who’s sovereign over every single nation, no matter how proud and arrogant 

they are. 

He’s not unafraid or unable to bring anyone who defies him down a peg or two. 
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Throughout history, people have made up so many gods. 

It honestly makes me chuckle to think how limited many of them are. 

They only have influence over one part of the world or one area or one kind of people. 

They don’t even have regional reach, let alone global impact. 

 

That’s so different to the God of the Bible who is God over everyone and everything in all 

creation. 

He is supreme and in a league of his own. 

Which means that you need him as your God. 

There’s only one way for wicked people to escape his judgment. 

He’s made that possible by sending his Son to die for our sin so that we can have our 

relationship with him restored. 

Repent and come to him so that you can be saved and receive the blessings that he offers 

to his people. 

John 3:16 CSB17  16 For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Why does God share this to the Israelites? 

Well, I think it’s so that the people of Israel can see his love for them. 

By showing them a negative example in Edom, he highlights the positive expressions of his 

love towards Israel. 

Look beyond yourselves and you’ll see how much I love you. 

You really only even exist because I love you, otherwise you would’ve rightly been turned to 

dust. 

 

The curses on Edom are the opposite of the blessings to Israel. 

Edom is a wasteland but Israel is prosperous. 

The Edomites have lost their inheritance but the Israelites will gain it. 

The Israelites could rebuild against the odds while the Edomites had the will but were 

thwarted by God. 

 

God loves us by choosing some and rightly judging others. 

Conclusion 

God loves us. 
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And he’s shown that by choosing us. 

Not by what we’ve done – not based on how good we are. 

He loves us because he’s chosen to love us. 

Any other truth fractures our understanding of God’s love, it twists and turns it out of shape.  

God’s love for his people is the foundation truth that this book opens with. 

If we don’t get that right, nothing else will make sense.

 
1 Ezekiel 34:4 
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Big Question:  How do we know that God loves us? 
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Discussion Questions 

1. Draw a diagram/timeline showing where Malachi fits into history. 

Some events you might include are:  Malachi, King Solomon, Ezra, defeat of the 

Northern Kingdom, return from exile, Nehemiah, John the Baptist, exile of Judah, King 

David, Haggai, and anything else you think might be helpful. 

2. What is the structure of Malachi? 

3. Speculate about some reasons that the Israelites might not have the feels at this point in 

history? 

4. What are some ways that God could show his love for Israel? 

5. Why do you think that he chooses to use Esau and Jacob to make his point? 

6. Is it unloving for God to choose some people and not others? 

7. Who were the Edomites and why does God refer to them? 

8. What does the way that God deals with the Edomites tell us about his character? 


