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DIY Disaster 

Judges 17:1-18:31 

13 June 2021 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  DIY religion is a disaster. 

Big Question:  How should we worship God rightly? 

Introduction 

DIY.  Australians have a love affair with DIY. 

Why would you pay someone else to do work that you could easily do yourself? 

Especially given the amount that tradies are charging at the moment, presuming that they 

actually show up. 

Why would you put in a whole new clothesline when some new lines and a coat of paint will 

get the job done? 

 

Some journalists in this country think that’s news, yet it seems like just about everyone’s 

doing it. 

After all, how hard can it be? 

You just pop down to your local Hammer Barn to quickly pick up the right tools and supplies. 

A smiling Steve will even be there to offer you some helpful advice. 

They might even run a class teaching you how to do the job yourself. 

 

It’s not just our homes that we’re obsessed with DIYing though. 

It’s also our religion. 

When it comes to religion, Australians think that we can do it ourselves and make up 

whatever we like. 

You believe whatever you want to believe and that’s fine. 

Religious beliefs are personal – we’re told – and as long as it works for you, go for it. 

That’s the air that we breathe, the unquestionable truth of our time. 

Religion isn’t really seen as being that important and so what you believe doesn’t matter as 

long as it doesn’t harm anyone else. 

But of course, what people don’t like to admit, is that our religious beliefs DO matter because 

they CAN hurt other people as well as ourselves. 

 

We might think that it’s fine to make our own religion, but our passage this morning 

questions and challenges that idea. 
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Adding some fake bits into our religion doesn’t add a bit of charm, it makes it a disaster. 

DIY religion doesn’t improve it, it kills us. 

Outline 

This’s the second last talk in our series in the book of Judges. 

The book as a whole is about… the judges. 

Which’s why we’ve spent a large number of weeks looking at the deliverers God raised up to 

judge the people of Israel in the centre of the book. 

People like Othniel, Ehud, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson, as well as lesser-known judges 

like Shamgar, Ibzan, Elon and Abdon. 

But we’ve seen that the book’s deeper message is really about a faithful God and faithless 

people. 

God’s people keep turning away from him in unfaithfulness – AGAIN doing evil in his sight – 

and yet he remains faithful to his promises to them. 

 

We’re done with the actual judges now, but there’s still five chapters left to go in the book. 

The centre section of the book goes from 3:7 through to the end of chapter 16 (16:31), 

where we finished up last week. 

If you can remember way back to the beginning, we saw that there’s a double introduction to 

the book. 

The first introduction in 1:1-2:5 is about the military failure of Israel and 2:6-3:6 is about their 

religious and spiritual failure. 

 

There’s also a double conclusion to the book where we see the difference the judges made. 

As we come to the end of the book, will we dare to ask the question:  What did the judges 

achieve?  What did they do? 

The answer’s, “Nothing really.” 

Israel’s still in chaos, perhaps in even more chaos than before. 

The judges have really been little more than a holding pattern. 

They may have stopped utter disaster, but things have still continued to get worse. 

Everything Joshua and Moses built has fallen over and we’re left wondering how God’s 

promises can possibly come true? 

 

The two introductions were about external threats and the two conclusions are about internal 

threats. 

The first conclusion is chapters seventeen and eighteen. 
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It’s about the Danites and it matches the second introduction, dealing with the spiritual 

chaos. 

The second conclusion is about the Benjaminites (19:1–21:25). 

This is about the moral and ethical chaos in Israel. 

In the conclusions, we see how the spiritual climate affects ordinary Israelites. 

Samson’s problems are really everyone’s problems. 

A king, a new leader, will be part of the answer. 

But we also see that people don’t need a king to be led astray, as many of Israel’s kings will 

do. 

God’s people will rebel against God and do their own thing all on their own. 

 

We also see how one seemingly small sin by one man has massive ramifications for a whole 

nation. 

Like Lorenz’s famous thought that a butterfly flapping its wings in the Amazon can cause the 

much larger consequence of a tornado weeks later, one small failure leads to national 

disaster. 

One theft results in full-blown apostasy. 

 

In case you haven’t got the idea already, the big point this morning is that DIY religion is a 

disaster. 

This passage has three different movements to it: 

• Making Religion (17:1-6) 

• Faking Religion (17:7-18:1a)  

• Taking Religion (18:1b-31) 

Making Religion (17:1-6) 

Straight up, we meet Micah in verse one. 

Do you remember him?  Probably not, since we’ve never been introduced to this particular 

Micah before. 

Mı̂kāyĕhû was the name on his birth certificate,1 he was Mikey to his brothers and sisters, 

but most people just called him Micah. 

His full name means “Who is like Yahweh?” 

Whoever named him (his mum?) knows that Yahweh is the one true God who alone should 

be worshipped. 

But it’s an ironic name because we’ll see that Micah’s not interested in worshipping Yahweh, 

and neither is anyone else. 
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Micah’s into making his own religion.  He’s into DIY religion. 

 

It also turns out that Micah’s mum’s got a bit of a problem. 

Her silver’s been stolen and we only find out about it because Micah comes to her to fess up 

that he’s the one who’s taken it. 

It’s odd that he’d have taken the silver in the first place if he’s really got a heart of gold. 

Something else must be going on. 

Micah’s not really concerned about doing the wrong thing so much as he’s concerned about 

the hex that she’s put on whoever took the silver. 

Being worried about the curse is what causes him to out himself to his mum. 

Micah should repented before God, but that doesn’t happen.2 

He should also sacrifice a guilt offering, but that’s not Micah’s style. 

This isn’t an act of repentance so much as avoidance. 

 

It’s interesting, isn’t it, that he took exactly eleven hundred shekels of silver? 

If you’re reading straight on from chapter sixteen, that number should sound really familiar. 

It’s the same amount that the Philistines gave to Delilah for ratting out Samson. 

Could it be that Micah is Delilah’s son? 

It’s impossible to know, but it could well be. 

At the very least, it makes a strong connection between how Micah behaves and how 

Samson behaves. 

 

You’d think Micah’s mama would be cranky at her son for taking her treasure. 

It actually gets even more strange when she bless him instead. 

What an unusual outcome? 

It’s like she’s rewarding him by making an effort to unwind the curse she made earlier. 

She’s an enabler who dismisses her son’s rebellion and makes excuses for him far too 

quickly. 

 

Straightaway, she does what any good Israelite would do and dedicates the recovered silver 

to the LORD. 

She thinks she’s worshipping the LORD since she dedicates it to him, but she’s literally trying 

to make an image of him. 

And she doesn’t even offer him that that much. 
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She gives only gives 200 shekels, less than 20% of what she had, to a silversmith to make 

an idol. 

That’s not enough to make a very impressive idol. 

 

The alarm bells should be starting to ring now since she’s clearly violating the Ten 

Commandments which specifically forbid making idols. 

When I say that she’s a good Israelite, I’m not saying that what she’s doing is good. 

But she’s doing exactly what the Israelites have been doing throughout the whole book of 

Judges – claiming Yahweh by name and then doing exactly the opposite of what he’s said. 

Saying that they’re worshipping him but selling out their hearts to idolatry. 

 

Micah takes his mum’s handiwork and puts it in his house. 

He also makes some other religious paraphernalia to go with it:  a shrine, an ephod, and 

some household gods. 

Then as the pièce de resistance, he makes his son his priest. 

 

By now, those alarm bells are deafening. 

God gave the Israelites very specific instructions about how he was to be worshipped. 

All the details are in those chapters in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy that 

make you feel bogged down in your daily reading plan. 

Make no mistake that this was forbidden worship. 

Worship was only meant to happen where God said it should and not everyone doing as 

they see fit.3 

Personal worship like this was banned in Deuteronomy 12. 

God forbids worship in the high places… like in the hill country of Ephraim. 

He calls his people to destroy idols rather than making them. 

Deuteronomy 12:4 NIV11  4 You must not worship the LORD your God in their way. 

 

This’s the first time in the book that we get this really important phrase that shows up again 

at the beginning of the next chapter. 

Verse six: 

Judges 17:6 NIV11  6 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit. 

The NIV translates the thought from the Hebrew really well:  Everyone was doing what they 

saw fit. 

But a more literal translation lets us to SEE (pun intended) the author’s point more clearly. 



~ 6 ~ 

 “Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” 

Coming straight after chapter sixteen, we know that this’s significant. 

It wasn’t just Samson who had eyesight issues. 

Samson’s eye problem is actually everyone’s eye problem. 

 

DIY religion comes from doing whatever seems right to you. 

Micah and his mum are into making their own religion. 

Faking Religion (17:7-18:1a) 

The religion they run with isn’t even that good. 

They’re not just making a religion, it’s a fake religion. 

Dig down a bit and you find that it doesn’t really stand up to scrutiny. 

 

There’s a scene change at the beginning of verse seven and the focus moves to a young 

Levite from Bethlehem. 

It’s a bit tricky to get your head around where Levites fit into the whole scheme of things in 

the Bible. 

A Levite is basically someone who descended from Levi. 

Jacob or Israel had twelves sons and one of them was Levi. 

 

The Levites were given responsibility for looking after Israel’s religious life. 

That’s a little bit different from saying that they’re priests. 

All priests in Israel were Levites, but not all Levites were priests. 

This’s why it gets really confusing to us in Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan when a 

Levite and a priest walk down the road. 

Only the descendants of Levi’s great-grandson, Aaron (Moses’ brother) were priests. 

All the other Levites helped out with the other jobs that kept the temple running, like taking 

out the rubbish. 

 

The Levites were chosen for this because they were the ones who sided with God after the 

whole golden calf incident.4 

But where have they been throughout the whole book of Judges? 

They’ve been M.I.A. and we haven’t seen or heard from them at all. 

They’re not offering spiritual oversight and certainly not stopping idolatry. 
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In fact this particular Levite promotes it! 

 

Unlike the other tribes, the Levites weren’t given land in Israel. 

Instead, they were given Levites were assigned forty-eight cities and Bethlehem wasn’t one 

of them. 

This Levite’s looking for somewhere to stay, somewhere to settle down, which’s strange. 

It’s not like it was a rite of passage in ancient Israel to go and spend a couple of years living 

in London. 

 

He’s not just lost from the place he belongs, but also his purpose, so Micah gladly takes him 

in. 

Well, he doesn’t so much take him in as offer him a job. 

Not only that he makes a promise to look after him: feed him, pay him and even clothe him 

on top. 

Verse 10: 

Judges 17:10 NIV11  10 Then Micah said to him, “Live with me and be my father and 

priest, and I’ll give you ten shekels of silver a year, your clothes and your food.” 

 

Did you see that Micah said that the priest would be like a father to him? 

It sounds like Micah’s going to listen to the priest and let the priest speak into his life. 

Things are topsy-turvy though because in the very next verse, when the priest is installed, 

the priest becomes like one of his sons. 

While it sounds all nice and warm and hospitable, it’s around the wrong way. 

The Levite’s really just Micah’s lapdog, doing whatever Micah decides rather than what God 

wants. 

 

Yet Micah thinks because he’s got a Levite that the Lord’s going to be good to him. 

His son’s been ousted, demoted and now that he’s got something even better – a real, live 

Levite as his priest. 

Micah obviously had his doubts about his DIY religion before this since he was so quick to 

upgrade. 

That’s what happens when you start going freestyle, you just don’t know whether it’ll work. 

But now he’s sure that God’s face is shining brightly on what he’s doing. 

He KNOWS that God will bless him. 

Verse 13: 
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Judges 17:13 NIV11  13 And Micah said, “Now I know that the LORD will be good to 

me, since this Levite has become my priest.” 

 

But nothing could be further from the truth. 

Micah doesn’t seem the least bit interested in anything else to do with the proper worship of 

God. 

He hasn’t go this nailed at all. 

He’s happy to ignore everything else God says but he still clings to the fact that he’s not 

neglecting the Levites as Deuteronomy says.5 

That’s making your own religion and pretending that it’s got God’s stamp of approval. 

 

This section closes out with the same phrase “In those days Israel had no king.” 

God’s people don’t need a king to lead them astray into false religion. 

They can do false religion all by themselves. 

 

DIY religion is fake religion. 

It looks good on the outside, but it’s only a veneer. 

Some of the fakes are so close to being right. 

I was speaking to a watchmaker recently and he was telling me how hard it is to be able to 

spot a fake. 

But they’re still an inferior product. 

They look right, but they don’t last. 

 

There are all kinds of groups that claim to be Christians. 

Some examples are Roman Catholics, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Unitarians. 

They’re all vastly different, all with their own take on religion, yet all claiming to be Christians. 

 

These groups sound like they’re Christians because they use the same words that we use. 

They’ll talk about salvation, grace, faith, even Jesus, but they mean very different things by 

those words. 

The similarity to Christian isn’t very deep though. 

When you dig a bit deeper, you find that they’re different from true, orthodox, Biblical 

Christianity. 
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They all have one thing in common though, that they don’t share with true Christianity. 

They ALL undermine salvation by grace through faith. 

This glorious truth – central to Christian believe – that there’s NOTHING we can do to earn 

or even contribute to our salvation. 

Other groups try to meddle with who Jesus is and what he’s done, and that has serious 

repercussions. 

The MOST serious repercussions you can imagine because if you don’t believe that Jesus 

has done it all, then you can’t be saved. 

The true gospel is that we are saved by God’s grace – God’s desire not only to show us 

mercy by not giving us what we deserve, but also giving us what we don’t deserve. 

DIY religion tries to mimic this, but it’s fake religion because it makes religion about what we 

can do. 

Taking Religion (18:1b-31) 

The focus in this last section is on the Danites who take Micah’s DIY religion and make it 

their own. 

 

We’re told that the Danites were “looking for a place of their own where they might settle”. 

In this way, they’re just like the Levite. 

The tribe of Dan were allotted territory near the coast by Joshua.6 

We might feel sorry for them if we hadn’t read from chapter one that they were confined to 

the hill country because they were scared of the Amorites who wouldn’t let them down into 

the plain.7 

God was on their side and yet they wouldn’t trust him. 

That’s the same area that Samson – also a Danite – wasn’t interested in getting back from 

the Philistines. 

 

So, the Danites decide to send out some spies to find a place for them to live. 

As a reader, I’m thinking, “Really, we’re back to sending out spies?” 

There’s a pattern of sending out spies and it’s never a good idea, yet that’s what they do. 

So, they leave the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol – the same place where the 

Spirit began to stir in Samson.8 

It’s hard to know at this point if they’re going to do the right thing or be like Samson. 

 

They soon come – would you believe it – to Micah’s house. 
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When they come near, they recognise the voice of the Levite who’s accent sounds out of 

place and they wonder what’s going on. 

So they ask the Levite what his story is. 

Verse four: 

Judges 18:4 NIV11  4 He told them what Micah had done for him, and said, “He has 

hired me and I am his priest.” 

 

The spies are delighted that they’ve found a priest from whom they can get some info. 

They want to know if their journey’s going to be successful or not. 

Yet they ask “god” (a generic name), NOT Yahweh. 

Yet, just like Micah and his mum, the spies walk away with blessing. 

This actually seems like it’s the opposite of Numbers 13. 

 

These verses are just dripping in irony. 

For a start, they’re asking this Levite for guidance like he’s some kind of medium. 

The Levite who seemed to land on his feet is now saying that the same will happen to them. 

And then, as we’re going to see, although there mission will be successfully, it’ll be anything 

but peaceful. 

 

The next thing you know, they’re in the city of Laish, which’s absolutely nowhere near 

Micah’s house in the hill country of Ephraim. 

It’s way up in the north, nowhere near the land allotted to them. 

But it looks good to them, a nice place – peaceful, secure, prosperous and ripe for the 

taking! 

It looks like the priest’s prophecy has come true; they’ve been successful in finding 

somewhere to live. 

 

When they return, the spies’ answer is the very opposite of previous spies, except for 

Joshua and Caleb. 

So, six hundred men set out and you might be expecting them to move onto Laish, but not 

so fast. 

First they stop at Micah’s house because the spies tell them all about the religion that’s 

going on here. 

 

So, they all turn in to Micah’s house and the people inside must’ve got an almighty fright 

when they heard the doorbell and opened the door. 
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I love verse sixteen. 

I imagine a cottage with a white picket fence and an arch over the gate. 

And six hundred mean, grubby- and sweaty-looking soldiers standing around it. 

Judges 18:16 NIV11  16 The six hundred Danites, armed for battle, stood at the 

entrance of the gate. 

 

The priest asks them what they’re doing, as you do. 

They show him by taking everything that he holds dear and tell him to be quiet. 

Instead of the priest telling them what God’s said, they’re telling him what’s going to happen. 

There’s no doubt who’s in control here. 

 

But they’ve also got an offer that he’s not going to want to refuse, even if there weren’t six 

hundred soldiers at his garden gate. 

They want the priest to come along with them. 

After all, doesn’t he want more influence over a greater number of people? 

Verse 19: 

Judges 18:19 NIV11  19 They answered him, “Be quiet! Don’t say a word. Come with 

us, and be our father and priest. Isn’t it better that you serve a tribe and clan in Israel 

as priest rather than just one man’s household?” 

The priest’s more than happy to be in the limelight. 

He packs up his stuff and goes along with them. 

 

Micah’s obviously not too pleased about this, but we don’t know if he was even around to try 

and stop it.  Probably not. 

Either way, he responds by getting a group of his neighbours together. 

They go off to try and hunt down what’s been taken from Micah. 

When they get close to the Danites, verse 23: 

Judges 18:23 NIV11  23 As they shouted after them, the Danites turned and said to 

Micah, “What’s the matter with you that you called out your men to fight?” 

 

Hmm, I wonder what he could possibly be upset about? 

They’ve just taken his pride and joy – his gods, his idols, his people – even his priest! 

The god he made himself! 

The band of thugs tell him in no uncertain terms that they’re not giving it back. 
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Micah may as well go home or face the consequences. 

What can Micah do in the face of their threats and intimidation? 

Because the Danites are much stronger, that’s exactly what he does. 

 

Micah’s got nothing.  He’s lost it all. 

There’s nothing left since they’ve taken everything he’s made. 

This shows how weak and pathetic his god really is, since it’s not strong enough to protect 

him. 

Suddenly, Micah doesn’t look so blessed now that he’s left with absolutely nothing. 

 

There’s a bit of a change of scene again in verse 27. 

They take all of Micah’s stuff and his priest to the city of Laish. 

They attack and burn the down the defenceless city. 

No one came to the city’s aid because they were too far from Sidon for them to be any help 

and no one else came to their aid. 

So, 

Judges 18:29 NIV11  29 They named it Dan after their ancestor Dan, who was born 

to Israel—though the city used to be called Laish. 

The Danites set themselves up in Laish, which’s now been named Dan. 

 

God told the Israelites that the Levites were to be the priests, but the Danites decided to 

replace them with the descendants of Jonathan son of Gershom, the son of Moses. 

His name’s no accident. 

Jonathan means “the LORD has given”, which is exactly what HASN’T happened here. 

God didn’t authorise this at all. 

 

That’s how things remained for all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh. 

The ark was brought to Shiloh and it was the authorised place of worship at this time. 

This DIY worship has been taken on at a much bigger scale and it stands in opposition to 

God, yet it kind of looks like they get away with it. 

 

But, just like with Micah, the real God won’t allow this DIY religion to go on forever in Dan. 

The idol gets replaced by a golden calf by Jeroboam (not that it’s any better). 
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The priest’s descendants remain, that is, until Tiglath Pileser III from Assyria invades in 734 

B.C.9 

He comes in and takes God’s people into exile on God’s behalf. 

 

This’s the danger of thinking that God’s blessed us because things go well. 

We might think that we’re getting away with out sin, but we need to see how things play out 

over time. 

DIY religion doesn’t ever ultimately result in blessing. 

Conclusion 

These chapters don’t explicitly spell out the dangers of DIY religion. 

There’s what the whole rest of the book to do that. 

And we’ll see more about that next week as we see the full-blown extent of moral failure 

that’s caused by DIY religion as we stoop down into the cesspit of the final three chapters 

next week. 

Make no mistake though that DIY religion is dangerous, foolish and pointless. 

DIY religion is DIE religion. 

It has no real and lasting power, certainly not the power to raise people from the dead that 

Jesus has. 

 

DIY religion is so appealing because we want to be in control, rather than submitting 

ourselves to God. 

The thing is that we’re not very good at controlling ourselves and so when we’re in control, it 

results in chaos. 

You might remember the old TV show Get Smart where there was always a battle between 

Kaos and Control. 

That same battle rages in our heart. 

Our wanting to be like God – being in control – is the very essence of what sin is. 

Chaos is only defeated when GOD’S in control. 

 

The whole point of this section is that it’s actually normal for us, our natural bent is towards 

DIY religion. 

We’ve seen that repeated phrase in 17:6 and 18:1 that there was no king. 

The judges were a temporary solution that shows us the need for a king to lead. 

But it also shows us what God’s people are really like, even when they’ve been given the 

land. 
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They don’t respond favourably to God’s grace. 

When most of the kings who came along later failed, no one could say that the earthly king 

was the problem. 

DIY religion is something that we all have a tendency towards. 

It’s like a cancer that spreads. 

 

Yet we’re not really even willing to admit the danger. 

I was in Bunnings a while ago and I saw a bloke with his trolley piled high with an air 

conditioner, some electrical wire and several lengths of conduit. 

I realise that it’s possible that he was a qualified tradie doing a job on a weekend, but 

honestly, most likely he wasn’t. 

Bunnings have signs up in the electrical section that say, “No DIY.  All electrical work must 

be performed by a licenced electrician.” 

And yet lots of us try it anyway, don’t we? 

Because we think we know better. 

In fact, Bunnings don’t even really make much of an effort because the stickers are hidden 

behind other things. 

 

I also realise that Australia’s a bit of a Nanny state with often excessive rules and 

regulations, but those rules are there to keep people safe. 

Because DIY can go wrong and lead to disasters. 

When we DIY the wrong things, people can get hurt. 

We do the same thing with DIY religion… we think we know better than God even though it 

regularly goes wrong and people get hurt. 

 

Marcion was a heretic in the second century. 

He was booted out of the church in 144, but he was rich enough to start his own church 

which lasted for a few hundred years. 

He cut the Old Testament out of his Bible and made his own New Testament with bits of 

Luke and only ten of the letters making the cut. 

Marcion didn’t like the idea of God being a judge and so he just got rid of the bits he didn’t 

like. 

 

Not surprisingly, he also played with the very centre of Christianity. 

According to Marcion, Jesus wasn’t the perfect son of God, he was just a relative. 

Jesus didn’t really die for sin, but only seemed to suffer. 
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That means that God could no longer be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Christ Jesus (to use the language of Romans 3). 

In other words, he destroyed the gospel. 

 

Most of us probably know that the Jehovah’s Witnesses to their best to make Jesus in their 

image too. 

They change the translation of John 1 to make Jesus “A” God rather than THE god. 

You mightn’t know that the Mormons do the exact same thing with the same passage, along 

with many others. 

Whenever Joseph Smith found a verse that didn’t fit with what he wanted to teach, he just 

changed it. 

I’ve got a Bible here that says, “Holy Bible:  King James Version” on the front. 

On the spine it has “The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.” 

Inside it looks like a regular KJV, but at the back there’s a whole appendix of the changes 

Joseph Smith made. 

Those changes don’t just play around the edges, they change who Jesus is. 

 

Don’t think that you and I are immune because we all tend towards DIY religion as well. 

We want a Jesus of our own making, rather than the Jesus of the New Testament. 

It’s confronting to meet the real Jesus. 

Instead, it’s much easier to anaesthetise ourselves with entertainment and worship at the 

football stadium. 

It’s no wonder that the carpark’s full on a Sunday morning as people go to worship at the Big 

Green Shed because the religion of having a swanky house is so appealing. 

 

The real Jesus that we meet on the pages of Scripture is the only antidote. 

He’s the one who brings right religion. 

In John’s gospel, we see Jesus meet a Samaritan women – a descendant of the northern 

kingdom. 

The Samaritans believed that God should be worshipped on Mount Gerazim. 

But Jesus tells her that true worship isn’t found in a place, it’s found in a person. 

True religion is found in Jesus: 

John 4:21–24 NIV11  21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when 

you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You 

Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for 

salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 
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worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the 

Spirit and in truth.” 

 

The message of these chapters is to beware of DIY religion. 

We all want to be in the driver’s seating, making up religion that we think’s going to work for 

us. 

But DIY religion fails. 

True religion is found in coming to Jesus, submitting to him and giving him the honour he 

deserves.

 
1 Judges 17:1,4. 
2 Leviticus 6:1-6 
3 Deuteronomy 12:8 
4 Exodus 32:25–29 
5 Deuteronomy 12:19 
6 Joshua 19:40-48 
7 Judges 1:34 
8 Judges 13:25 
9 2 Kings 15:29 
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Big Idea:  DIY religion is a disaster. 

Big Question:  How should we worship God rightly? 

Discussion Questions 

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of doing DIY? 

2. Where do chapters seventeen and eighteen fit into the overall structure of the book? 

3. What was right and what was wrong about Micah’s worship? 

4. How does the narrator’s comment in 17:6 and 18:1 give us inSIGHT into what’s going on 

here? 

5. What’s the difference between a priest and a Levite? 

6. Describe the relationship between Micah and the Levite? 

7. Why to different groups with very different beliefs all want to be called Christians?   What 

do these groups all have in common? 

8. Why were the Danites looking for somewhere to settle? 

9. Does DIY religion result in blessing?  Why or why not? 

10. Why is DIY religion a problem? 

 


