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Psalm 115 

~ Non Nobis Domine ~ 

 

Introduction  

Non-Nobis domine is an old Latin motto which simply refers to the 

opening line of our Psalm here this evening! 

 

Its phrase has been used throughout the ages to refer to the absolute 

sovereignty of God in all things! 

 

It was used in many different ways throughout the early church – 

used as a prayer to expresses humility & thanksgiving to God!  

 

Used in the battle of Agincourt after the French were defeated by the 

English in 1415! 

 

Rudyard Kipling famously used this in his opening poem: 

 

The Pageant of Parliament in 1934… 

 

It’s been used in various books & plays, movies & scripts! 
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William Wilberforce 

But perhaps the most famous rendition of this phrase was used in 

the story of William Wilberforce…that famous British statesmen who 

we know fought to abolish Slavery in England & the British West 

Indies! 

 

And what makes his story so remarkable to tell is that in the early 

years of his life Wilberforce was NOT a man who considered the 

safety & the well-being of others… 

 

As a young man living in the lap of luxury there was one thing he 

wanted more than anything else in this world: 

 

He wanted a seat in the house of parliament! 

 

And sometime in the year of 1780 at the age of 21 he finally 

got it! 

 

But for the first several years of his career he did pretty-

much nothing of any significant value… 

 

In his own words writing to a dear friend in a letter and he said this: 
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My own distinction (my own honour, my own reputation) was 

my darling object! 

 

And so in 1786 after the emptiness of feeding on his own selfishness 

had brought him to his knees – he gave his life to Christ at the age of 

27! 

 

And he considered quitting politics altogether! 

 

But through the providence and advice given by a godly young man 

John Newton (author of amazing Grace) – Wilberforce was 

encouraged to remain in politics and to bring an end to slavery in 

the British West Indies! 

 

But he wasn’t that successful! 

 

In 1789 he introduced 12 resolutions in the house of parliament and 

gave what many considered one of the best speeches ever 

delivered in the House of Commons… 

 

In 1790 he tried again – and then in 1791, 92, 93, 94 all the way up 

until 1804-1807 there was a Haitian uprising which began to shift 

the sands of change until the year of 1833 (3 days before his 
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death in London) the abolition act of 1833 was passed – and slavery 

was finally outlawed in the land of Britain! 

 

Wilberforce had already gone blind at this point – his health was poor 

– his body was rapidly declining – but after receiving the good 

news of the Abolition Act of 1833 – Wilberforce went to his room; 

knelt down on the floor – he opened his bible – and mediated on 

Psalm 115 verse 1: 

 

Not to us O LORD, not to us but to your name give 

glory! 

 

Psalm 115 

And so that’s the starting point if we’re going to fortify our love to 

a sovereign God! 

 

To begin with Psalm 115 is known by many to be an antiphonal 

Psalm of Praise – an antiphonal Psalm which simply means it was 

sung in a congregational setting with many call and 

response sections to it! 
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Traditionally it is known to be one of the 6 Hallel Psalms given by 

the Jews returning back from Exile but also sung by the 

Jews celebrating the Passover around the time of Christ: 

 

So traditionally Psalm 113 to 114 were sung BEFORE the 

Passover meal! 

 

And Psalms 115 to 118 were sung AFTER the Passover 

meal! 

 

And so all of these Psalms (given in this section of the 

Psalter) are really designed to teach us one, main, and 

overarching point of who God is: 

 

That our God is a God of glory & grace and therefore 

we can trust Him in His steadfast love and 

faithfulness! 

 

And in particular Psalm 115 (the one that lands in the middle 

of these Psalms) calls us to consider: 

 

The object of our praise! 
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The object of our worship! 

 

The object to which we find our greatest delight & joy! 

 

That no matter what life may bring – or men may say to us: 

 

Our God is in the heavens – He’s there ruling and 

reigning and He does all that He pleases for our good  

& for His glory! 

 

Main Point 

And so the main point that I want us to see as we come to our Psalm 

here this evening – is that: 

 

[SLIDE] 

 

The Lord remembers and blesses those who trust in His 

steadfast love and faithfulness… 

 

That in contrast to the deaf, dumb, and dead idols of the land 

of the land – the true God of heaven is where we must place 

our ultimate hope and confidence when trials come! 
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Outline 

The Psalm is broken up into a chiastic structure that has at its 

center the main point that I just gave you: 

 

[SLIDE] 

 

So in verses 1 & 2 we see the Psalmist declaring God’s glory 

is to be sought in our suffering which corresponds to His 

praise in 17 & 18! 

 

And then in verse 3 we have God dwelling in the heavens –

which corresponds to the heavens belonging to God! 

 

In verses 4 to 7 we see that idols are the work of men’s 

hands – whereas heaven is the work of God’s hand! 

 

And then in verse 8 we see that those who make these idols 

become cursed like these idols – but those who trust in the 

LORD are blessed by the LORD! 

 

Psalm 115 

And so with book ends that match – and a middle section that 

contrasts the false gods from the true God – let’s enter into this 
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symphony of sovereignty trying to take in everything God would 

have us do in the middle of our suffering & trials!  

 

Have a look at verse 1 where the Psalmist begins: 

 

[SLIDE] 

 

Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory… 

 

Opening Gambit 

You see the first and most basic beginning for all Christian 

knowledge – all Christian joy – all Christian suffering that we face 

must begin with a sovereign God! 

 

It’s NOT about you at the outset – it’s not about me – suffering 

never is about us! 

 

We think it’s about us but suffering at its core has a higher purpose 

& picture to it! 

 

 

It’s about God’s glory – God’s honour – God’s reputation! 

 

And of course, we know that: 
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God’s glory is directly tied to His character – His goodness –

everything that He is as God! 

 

God’s glory is His goodness – it is His name! 

 

And when you & I are in a place of absolute turmoil & suffering – 

when we are in a place of absolute need & restoration – the Psalmist 

reminds us that: 

 

We must begin with a counter-intuitive beginning! 

 

And we must resist the temptation that to be rescued from our 

suffering brings more glory to God than Him making Himself 

known through our suffering first! 

 

In other words: 

 

Before we can trust in an absolute gloriously sovereign God – we 

must know that He is in the middle of our trials! 

 

And God’s first and foremost commitment (in our suffering) is 

NOT to us but to His own name! 
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And our commitment needs to be the same! 

 

Covenant love & truth 

And the reason for this becomes clear – second half of verse 1: 

 

2 reasons in fact are given – a two-fold basis for this confidence and 

desire of the God’s glory! 

 

Number one: on account of His committed love X2 

 

Or the CSB has: your faithful love! 

 

This is that common word referred used in the Psalms to refer to 

God’s Hessed love! 

 

His covenant love! 

 

His loving-kindness! 

 

What one scholar calls: a work-horse attribute of God! 

 

This is that love that is all over the Old Testament – it’s God’s 

loyalty and love: 

 

It’s His loyal love brought together! 
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It’s a committed love! 

 

A love that endures! 

 

A love that sustains! 

 

A love that is unlike anything else this world can ever offer! 

 

Unlike the love that breaks so many marriages and relationships at 

large – this love is constant – this love is stable – this love is forever! 

 

Truth 

Because it’s NOT just on account of His loving kindness but also on 

account of His absolute truth – ameth in the Hebrew! 

 

It is a steadfast covenant love that is accompanied by His Word; by 

His truth! 

 

It is a solemn bond that is never broken – because it is grounded in 

His Word; His honour; His name; His commitment to His glory! 

 

This is what Paul speaks of in Titus chapter 1 when he writes to the 

church: 
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For the sake of the faith of God's elect and their knowledge of 

the truth, which accords with godliness, in the hope of a 

God who never lies! 

 

You see our faith and our confidence in this world (when trials come) 

is rooted and grounded in an absolute God of truth – a God of glory 

– an absolute God who never lies – who never fails – and never 

deceives! 

 

Not to us, LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory… 

 

Verse 2 

But of course, we know that this confidence we have in a glorious 

God is NOT without opposition in this world – because in verse 2 we 

see the real context of this Psalm! 

 

The context is that the nations (depicted in verse 2) are basically 

taunting Israel because of their one, true, and invisible God! 

 

Idolatry 

In a world where atheism didn’t exist – the surrounding nations now 

mock the people of God because they worship a God who is 

completely sovereign and transcendent in the heavens – a God who 

had commanded His people NOT to make any graven images of 

Himself because He is a God who is totally sovereign! 
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And you cannot capture the essence of this God in a single 

image! 

 

Verse 3 

Which is why the Psalmist now turns our attention to Him in verse 3: 

 

But our God is in heaven, and He does all that He pleases… 

 

That in contrast to the false idols of the land – Israel’s God is NOT a 

God who is subject to human hands or idolatry! 

 

The Hebrew here is even more telling: 

 

Everything He desires He has done! 

 

Not Arbitrary 

By saying that God is in the heavens the Psalmist is NOT saying that 

He is somehow removed from our situation – He is removed from 

our suffering and trials we face! 

 

But by placing Him in the heavens – the Psalmist is making an 

absolute statement on the sovereign goodness of a God: 

 

Who rules over all! 
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A God who is sovereign over all! 

 

A God whose location is in heaven, but His rule extends to the earth! 

 

That every event played out in time, history, and space passes 

through the hands of a sovereign God who is the essence of 

steadfast love! 

 

He is the essence of steadfast truth – and faithfulness! 

 

In other words: 

 

His sovereign hand is NOT an arbitrary attribute that He uses like 

human politicians – it is NOT a malicious power or malevolent 

power that He uses and abuses to His own personal gain! 

 

But He uses this power in perfect unity with all of His other 

attributes! 

 

So He is sovereign – but His sovereignty accords with His steadfast 

love! 

He is sovereign – but He also maintains a committed truth! 
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He is sovereign – but He doesn’t use that sovereignty for evil 

purposes but for loving kindness! 

 

Application 

And so our God is in the heavens – He’s there and He maintains a 

perfect unity over all of it – especially when the nations are asking: 

 

Where is your God!?!? 

 

Where is your God when Ukraine happened? 

 

Where is your God when 9/11 came? 

 

Where is your God when the Holocaust hit? 

 

And our response should be: 

 

He is in heaven, sitting on His throne ruling and reigning for 

His own sovereign purposes!!! 

 

And you can say that in the waiting room in 2023… 

 

And you can say that at a funeral when you bury a six year old 

child… 
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And you can say that at a wedding when a husband and wife are 

getting married… 

 

And you can say that at a sunset or sunrise! 

 

And you can say that at the birth of a child! 

 

Or a grand-child! 

 

Or at the birth of a still-born miscarriage! 

 

Our God is here – he’s in the middle of our suffering and He’s using 

to His own glorious purposes – and we can trust Him and we can 

know that His steadfast love and faithfulness endures even in our 

pain! 

 

What a glorious thing to behold! 

 

What a glorious thing to say! 

 

Verse 4-8 

And so after reminding them about their only comfort in life and 

death – the Psalmist then turns our attention back to the foolish idols 

of the land and reminds the Israelites of what other alternatives 

there are for worship: 
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And so, you can either worship a competently sovereign God 

maker of heaven and earth – or you can have one of these lower-case 

gods 3 for a dollar! 

 

You can either worship a God of glory, grace, and goodness – or 

you can worship an idol that you have to transport around in your 

back-pocket! 

 

The choice is up to you! 

 

And so just in case you are tempted to turn back to one of these 

lower-case gods who cannot actually save you – the Psalmist says: 

 

Let me just remind you of what these lower-case gods are able 

to do when trials come! 

 

[SLIDE] 

Verse 5: 

 

Mouth – NOT speaking! 

Eyes – NOT seeing! 

Ears – NOT hearing! 

Nose – NOT smelling! 

Hands – NOT feeling! 
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Feet – NOT walking! 

 

They do NOT make a sound in their throats! 

 

Total Impotence  

A lot of poetry and symbolism in these verses but did you notice 

the totality of body parts being expressed here! 

 

Seven is the number of parts in this list – 7 being the Hebrew number 

for totality or completeness! 

 

The idea here is that these gods of the nations are completely 

disabled – completely inadequate – completely impotent 

and unable to say, do, or accomplish anything that our sovereign 

God is able to do, say, or accomplish! 

 

They are competently broken wells of satisfaction that will 

never fulfill like our sovereign God! 

 

Speak 

Second – did you notice the special emphasis placed upon one of 

these attributes in this list: 

 

Speaking! 
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Seeing! 

Hearing! 

Smelling! 

Feeling! 

Walking! 

Sound in their throat! 

 

Did you notice the vocalization of these idols or their inability to talk 

is mentioned twice in this list! 

 

It’s almost as if the Psalmist is saying that the one thing we need to 

be most aware of when it comes to a false God – is that a false god: 

 

Cannot speak! 

 

They cannot reason! 

 

They cannot communicate! 

 

They cannot make a sound in their throats! 

 

And so our confidence as the people of God is intended to be 

fortified & bolstered in a God who is known to talk! 

 

He’s a talking God! 
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He’s a revealing God! 

 

He’s a God who had spoken through the mouths of the prophets and 

Apostles in the Old Testament! 

 

And in these latter days He has spoken to us in the final revelation of 

His Son! 

 

And you & I have our bibles in on our laps to remind us that our 

sovereign God has something to say to you! 

 

That He has NOT left you in the dark – He has NOT forgotten you 

in your suffering! 

 

But when trails come you can turn to this Word (the Word of God) 

– and you can know that He is actively seeking to reveal His glory in 

your suffering! 

 

Unlike the Pagan idolaters of the land who are rolling dice & 

drawing straws and casting lots to figure out life: 

 

Our God has decisively and clearly communicated His will to us! 
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What an awesome thing to know that we are NOT left in our 

suffering and that our sovereign God speaks and comforts us with His 

Word! 

 

How often do you & I turn to His word when trials come?!?! 

 

Verse 8 

But friends for all of the stupidity & foolishness that idolatry 

makes – for all of the folly & futility of serving false gods perhaps 

the most damming effect of these idols is found in verse 8 – the 

Psalmist says: 

 

Those who make them are just like them, as are all those who 

trust in them… 

 

See the most damming effect of a false & foolish idol is NOT only 

that we worship a false god – but that: 

 

We start to become like that which we behold! 

 

We start to become like the things we worship! 

 

Greg Beale wrote a book years ago titled: 

 

We become what we worship! 
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And in it he wrote a landmark line similar to Psalm 115 where he 

said this: 

 

What you revere you resemble either for ruin or restoration! 

 

What you revere you resemble! 

 

Friends if God were to take one look at your lives here tonight – if He 

were to see you in your bedroom – all alone in the secret parts of your 

life: 

 

What do you think He would see?!?! 

 

What would you resemble?!?! 

 

Because according to the Psalmist here in Psalm 115: 

 

• If money is your ultimate god & money is your worship then 

money starts to become the very thing you purpose your life 

around… it’s how you define yourself. Your family, your 

friends, and your ultimate value is tied up in how many dollars 

you have in the bank! 
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• Or if sex is your god and the thing that you worship, then 

everyone is objectified; every relationship exploited and twisted 

to your own personal gain – this is why pornography is so 

damaging to the human soul because it catechizes young men in 

how to mistreat women; turning them into objects of pleasure! 

 

• Or what about children & family… if they are your god then 

you start to become either lax in your parenting or 

overbearing in your parenting…because you don’t want 

to rock the boat – you don’t want to upset them – and so 

everything in your life starts to become about their joy and 

happiness and sooner or later you’re gonna start to compromise 

on biblical principles of headship & submission! 

 

That’s just how idolatry works you start to become like the 

thing that you worship! 

 

Idolatry 

And so lest we think that idolatry and worship was really only 

something that occurred in the ancient Near-East of Palestine many 

years ago – John Calvin said that: 

 

The human heart is a perpetual factory of idols…and that each 

and every one of us, are expert craftsmen at making them! 
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Because you see an idol is NOT just merely something that is 

physical in nature – purely something that is seen and worshipped in 

the flesh – but an idol is really anything that seeks to replace the 

purpose & person of God Himself! 

 

An idol is (as Martin Luther said): 

 

Whatever your heart clings to and confides in… 

 

Whatever your heart worships and adores! 

 

That when we replace God with anything else in this created 

order then we are engaging in the nature of idolatry! 

 

As Paul Tripp famously pointed out:  

 

Idolatry is not just the worship of bad things…but the desire for 

even good things can become bad things, when they become 

God things! 
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Application #2 

 

• When we find greater delight and happiness in our hobbies and 

habits rather than in our walk with Christ, we are wandering 

down the path of idolatry! 

 

• When we spend more time absorbing the entertainment of the 

world than spending time reading the bible, we are toying with 

the nature of idolatry! 

 

• When any possession dominates our thoughts and captures our 

affections more than the treasure of Christ, we are engaging in 

the nature of idolatry! 

 

• When social media excites us more than spiritual interests and 

joy, we are in the process of erecting false gods! 

 

• When we find excessive delight in a relationship with some 

other person to the neglect of worshipping our sovereign God, 

then that person is starting to become an idol! 

 

And so on and on we could go about the dangers and disasters of 

idolatry– but the main point that we see in verse 8 is: 
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All those who make them become just like them as are all those 

who trust in them… 

 

James K.A Smith wrote years ago a book called you are what you 

love – in it he said something so relevant to this portion of the Psalm 

– he said: 

 

[SLIDE] 

 

Worship works from the top down, you might say. In worship we 

don’t just come to show God our devotion and give Him our 

praise; we’re called to worship because in this encounter God 

(re)makes and [re]molds us from the top-down. Worship is the 

arena in which God recalibrates our hearts, reforms our 

desires, and rehabituates our loves. Worship isn’t just 

something we do; it is where God does something to us. 

Worship is the heart of discipleship because it’s the gymnasium 

of which God retrains our [affections]… 

 

Worship is the place in which God remakes – remolds – and 

reforms our hearts in longing after Him! 

 

Verse 9 

But see that can only happen when we have the right object of our 

affections placed before us! 
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Which is why the Psalmist now turns our attention back to God in 

verse 9 in order to recalibrate our affections: 

 

[SLIDE] 

 

O Israel, trust in the LORD! He is their help and shield. 

10 House of Aaron, trust in the LORD! He is their help and 

shield.11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! He is their 

help and shield. 

 

12 The LORD remembers us and will bless us. He will bless the 

house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron; 13 He will 

bless those who fear the LORD— small and great alike. 

  

Shield & Protect 

A lot of things happening in these verses – we don’t have time to 

unpack them but most importantly the idea here is that 

 

When we trust in the LORD – and when we wait upon His 

sovereign hand in the middle of our trials…He remembers to 

bless, to shield, & protect us… 
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In fact this is the same Hebrew word used in Exodus chapter 2 

when the Israelites were groaning out to God to be rescued 

from their enemies… 

 

And God hears their cries and Moses says that God 

remembered His steadfast love and covenant faithfulness! 

 

The idea here is NOT that God forgets about His covenant 

and then eventually remembers it by chance – but the idea is 

that God is paying attention – He does hears their cries – and 

He recalls His covenant in order to bring it to their 

attention! 

 

To remind them of His covenant He made with their fathers… 

 

And so this knowledge that God has of our trust here in this 

Psalm is NOT simply an awareness to recall His covenant 

made with his people – but this knowledge is a commitment 

to intervene – to bless – to shield and protect His covenant 

people! 

 

Small & Great 
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And he begins there with the collective whole going all the way 

down to the individual person! 

 

O Israel trust in the LORD – that’s all the people! 

 

O House of Aaron trust in the LORD – that’s the leaders of 

worship! 

 

And then you who fear the LORD – that’s Jews & Gentiles 

alike – that’s an invite to all the surrounding nations! 

 

And so whether Jew or Gentile – King or servant – great & 

small alike – the Psalmist invites all those who find their 

lasting hope & confidence in the God who made heaven 

and earth! 

 

To fear the LORD and to serve Him (the only true God) 

because He alone is (verse 15) the Creator of heaven 

and earth! 

 

He alone blesses and protects those who trust in His steadfast 

love & faithfulness! 
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Corporate Call 

And did you catch the corporate emphasis that is laid upon these 

verses in the Psalm: 

 

Israel – we – all – everyone! 

 

When you have a hard time trusting in God alone in your suffering 

– sometimes the best thing for you to do is to go to church and 

to stand side by side with fellow believers who know what it 

means to suffer! 

 

That’s why it’s so important for us to gather in worship every single 

week on a Sunday morning – and to commit ourselves to a local 

church – and to fortify our love for one another through the means 

of grace! 

 

Because we need one another to fortify our trust & loyalty to 

a sovereign God! 

 

 

Verses 16-18 

And so in verses 16 to 18 the Psalm finishes by once again 

reminding us of Who it is that we look to in suffering and trials! 
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And if in verses 1 to 3 God was ministering to His people who are 

opposed by the nations surrounding them – then in verses 16 to 18 

God is fortifying His people by reminding their hearts of what’s to 

come in the future: 

 

[SLIDE] 

 

The heavens are the LORD’S, but the earth He has given to the 

human race. 17 for it is not the dead who praise the LORD, nor 

any of those descending into the silence of death, but we will 

bless the LORD both now (in this life) and forevermore! 

 

Both now when we’re living and when we die to go and be with 

Him in heaven! 

 

The dead here are simply those who worship the dead, 

dumb, and deaf idols of the land – but those who worship the 

LORD in this life will go on into eternity blessing and 

praising, and worshipping God forevermore! 

 

Warning 

And so special emphasis is placed here upon the praising of Yahweh 

now – today – this very moment if you hear His voice and do 
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NOT harden your hearts as the idol worshippers did in Psalm 

115! 

 

But turn your attention to the only God who can rescue you 

from your sin! 

 

 

 

The Gospel 

So that no matter what men say – or what nations do – to rage 

against the people of God – our trust is found in the One who 

actively seeks to make Himself known when trials come! 

 

When we were worshipping false gods and false idols of the land – 

Jesus Christ the sinless Son of God actively came to destroy the 

works of darkness! 

 

And the Bible says that He came in the humility of flesh in order that 

He would actively crucify the works of the devil, of sin, and of the 

world in order that He would be raised from the dead and seated at 

the right hand of God…where He now rules and reigns over the 

hearts of His enemies on the earth! 
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And let’s not forget the context of when the Psalmist is saying these 

things: 

 

This is when the nations are raging against the Jews and taunting 

them to say where is their God! 

 

Where is the One you claim to worship! 

 

This is at a time in Israel’s history when God’s absence seems most 

penetrating! 

And it’s in the midst of these trials when the Psalmist can sing: 

 

O Israel trust in His steadfast love and faithfulness! 

 

Conclusion 

So what about you dear friends… 

 

What about you here tonight? 

 

Where is your trust? 

 

Where is your loyalty? 

 

Where is your heart being placed? 
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Someone once said many years ago: 

 

Let me hear you sing, and let me hear you pray, and I will write 

your theology… 

 

Well friends as we come to the end of our Psalm here this evening: 

 

I wonder what you think of the Psalmist’s theology in this Psalm?!?! 

 

What do you think is his view regarding God? 

 

Trials? 

 

Suffering? 

 

Pain? 

 

What do you think people would say if they saw your trials and your 

reaction to suffering? 

 

Would they rejoice in your steadfast trust and faithfulness to God – or 

would they see you worshipping other things to find a false sense of 

security and comfort in things that do NOT satisfy the human heart… 
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Friends I pray that when trials come in your life – when the nations 

rage – and when 2023 seems to be going most terrible – that you can 

bow the knee to a sovereign God and sing with men of old: 

 

Not to us O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory! 

 

Prayer 

Our Lord and our God we thank you for such a big, weighty, majestic, 

transcendent, vision of a sovereign God! 

 

We thank you for trials when they come to fortify our loves – and to 

rehabituate our desires in order that we would NOT cling to the 

things of this world or the idols of the land… but that these trials 

would recalibrate our affections to the One in which we find our 

greatest delight and joy! 

 

I pray for anyone here stuck in the cycle of idolatry that you would 

break those sins and you would rescue those hearts in order to bring 

your sheep back safely to you! 

 

We thank you for your word – we thank you for your church – and we 

thank you for trials – that when they come that we no longer fear for 

in the pain our God draws near… to fire a faith worth more than 

gold, and there your faithfulness is told…and there your faithfulness 

is told! 
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We pray these things in the precious name of Christ Jesus your Son, 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James K.A Smith said something very similar in his book you are 

what you love – and here’s what he said: 

 

Worship works from the top down, you might say. In worship we 

don’t just come to show God our devotion and give Him our 

praise; we’re called to worship because in this encounter God 

(re)makes and molds us from the top-down. Worship is the 

arena in which God recalibrates our hearts, reforms our 
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desires, and rehabituates our loves. Worship isn’t just 

something we do; it is where God does something to us. 

Worship is the heart of discipleship because it is the gymnasium 

of which God retrains our [affections]… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 38 

EXTRA NOTES 

 

Ask some diagnostic questions: 

 

Do you consider yourself an idolater! 

Idolatry is often seen to be  

 

 

 

 

The main thrust of the psalm is given in verse 3: 

 

Our God is in heaven and does whatever He pleases… 

 

Unlike the pagan idols of the land – Israel’s God is NOT a God who 

is subject to human hands and idolatry! 

 

 

But even beyond that each one of these songs have a different 

accent – a fresh way to remember & mediate upon God’s acts of 

deliverance & mercy that comes about! 

 

You see  
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And as we’re going to see that is actually the most 

comforting thought and reality to have when the nations rage 

– when the idols abound – and when the future of the church 

seems incredibly dim! 

 

And so if you and I are ever going to get through the next 12 

months of 2023 – if we are going to live for God and His 

glory then we must begin with the absolute starting point for 

all reality & joy living in a fallen world – that: 

 

Our God is in the heavens – and He does all that He 

pleases! 
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Discussion Questions 
 
What is the context of psalm 115? (Hint: read verse 2). 
 
What does verse 1 tell us about God’s heart in our suffering? - How does this 
verse comfort you in your suffering? 
 
[Read verse 3] - what do you think this verse is saying? - how does verse 3 
comfort you in hard times? 
 
(Read verses 4-8) - how does the psalmist depict false idols? - how are they 
different to the God of Israel described in verse 3? - what is the stand out feature 
of these false idols? 
 
What do you think of when you hear the word “idol”? -  
 
In what ways can we as Christians erect false idols in our own lives? 
 
(Read verse 8) - What does the psalmist say is the end result of idolatry? - how 
have you seen this truth manifest in your life or in the life of someone you know? 
 
(Read verses 9-18) - who are the promises in verses 9-11 being made to? what 
does verse 12 promise for those who suffer? 
 
Recount a time when God has sustained you in a time of suffering and trial? - 
what lessons about yourself did you learn? - what lessons about God did you 
learn? 
 
How can you encourage a suffering believer with psalm 115? - how could you use 
this psalm in evangelism with a non-believer? 
 

 


