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What’s Best? 

Various Passages 

24 April 2022 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  How can I serve Jesus best? 

Big Idea:  Living out the gospel means putting the kingdom first. 

Introduction 

Imagine yourself in the shoes of Jesus’ first disciples in those first few days after Good 

Friday. 

How do you think they felt as Jesus hung on the cross and called out “Father, into your 

hands I commit my Spirit”?1 

When he breathed his last breath they must’ve felt like it was all over. 

It’s clear that at that point in time, even Peter didn’t understand what he’d preach a few 

weeks later – that the Scriptures show that Jesus would rise from the dead.2 

 

I’m sure that they must’ve gone home from that hill outside Jerusalem full of grief. 

They probably hugged each other and (in a different culture) given a brotherly kiss with tears 

flowing from the pain of their broken hearts. 

There was the agony of losing best their friend and mentor, but also the emptiness of having 

their whole lives ripped out from under them. 

For three years they’d done more than put lives on hold, they’d given up everything to follow 

Jesus. 

Jesus had called them – literally – to be fishers of men. 

They’d dropped their nets to follow the man who could control the weather and heal broken 

bodies. 

Should they buy new boats and nets, and go back to fishing? 

What should they do now that their leader was dead? 

 

Two thousand years later, in this week after Easter, you and I are also living in a time after 

major disruption to our lives. 

It feels like we’re finally coming to the tail end of the pandemic situation, with the vast 

majority of the restrictions of the past two years now gone. 

You’re not alone if you’re feeling desperately tired and simply need some space to recover. 

Many of us just want rule a line under things and go back to what things were. 

Except that things have changed and it looks like life’s only going to keep getting more 

complex at an astonishing pace. 
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Others are relishing the opportunity to realign our priorities. 

One of the good things that’s happening is that lots of people are trying to work out what’s 

really important to them. 

How they want to use their lives and what their purpose is. 

So we’re seeing people change jobs, move houses and reconfiguring their lives in all kinds 

of ways. 

Old idols have proven that their promises are hollow and empty. 

The danger is that we simply replace old idols with new and different idols with shiny new 

promises with about as much lasting value as rearranging the deckchairs on the sinking 

Titanic. 

 

Like the disciples reeling from a massive change in their lives, we need to work out what we 

– as Christians – are going to do next. 

You and I are constantly influenced by the cultural soup we exist in. 

Whether that’s the agenda of the mainstream media or the equally biased agendas of people 

telling the “real story” on social media or the hours of TikToks that entertain you into not 

thinking of anything much of substance at all. 

 

What I do know is that we need to hear God’s perspective now more than ever. 

We’re also shaped by all the conversations that we have. 

We need to deliberately seek out other Christians in the church to help us to press home the 

Bible in our lives. 

So, I’d like to start a conversation about the future. 

It’s got to be a conversation because I don’t have all the answers or my own life sorted out. 

I hope that this conversation only starts with this talk and then bounces around between us 

over morning tea, continues at the lunch table and in our grace groups this week. 

Outline 

There was one slot to fill before Dave England joins us from Grace Bible Church Logan to 

take us through the letter of 1 John for most of the rest of this school term. 

This morning’s sermon is going to be a bit different to normal – in fact, unlike anything I can 

remember ever doing. 

In some ways, we’re really going to be talking about some of the stuff that we started in the 

book of James. 

There’ll be less exposition and more of a rant as we seek to apply what we know of God to 

our current situation. 
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The big question is:  How can I serve Jesus best? 

The big idea is:  Living out the gospel means putting the kingdom first. 

Revisiting Success Criteria 

A few weeks ago, at the end of one of my talks, I asked what the success criteria are for 

your life? 

I think it’s a good question, but I also know how sermons work. 

A sermon’s like a meal – you don’t necessarily remember what you ate a few weeks ago, but 

it did keep you fed. 

We’re constantly bombarded by all kinds of input, so my guess is that the majority of us 

didn’t really do much with that question. 

 

Let’s revisit the success criteria for our lives. 

There are obviously an unlimited number of things that you could put on your list, but here 

are some that I think I commonly hear and see. 

As I read through my list, maybe take just a moment to jot down on your phone or the paper 

you got when you came in, even just the first thing is that came to your mind. 

• Do well at school 

• Get a good job 

• Travel the world and experience all it has to offer 

• Get promoted to a certain level at work 

• Find the right person to marry 

• Fulfil my potential 

• Live as greenly and environmentally sustainably as possible 

• Have good relationships with my family 

• Help my children reach their full potential 

• Run a marathon under four hours 

• Give my children the greatest experiences I can 

• Look after my family 

• Help my kids buy a house 

• Be a good citizen 

• Retire before you broken so that you can do all the things you can’t do when you’re 

working 

 

I think that on the whole, the things on that list are pretty good things. 

They’re all good things to aim for. 

If we got to the end of our lives and could tick off all the things on that list, then most of us 

would think that’s a fairly successful life. 
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The thing is that there’s absolutely nothing that’s distinctively Christian about that list at all. 

Those can be your success criteria even if you’re not a Christian. 

Your neighbour who doesn’t know Christ would be just as happy to have exactly the same 

kind of list. 

 

Are you success criteria kingdom focused? 

Is it really a good use of your life to bob along, staying Christian, being good and avoiding 

suffering until we die and get into heaven? 

Being kingdom focused means that there’s going to be some spiritual dimension to our 

success criteria. 

Things like memorising Scripture, having regular quiet times and a deep prayer life. 

Success would be keeping a short account with God by confessing our sin and defeating 

those sins which keep persisting. 

Given how much we struggle with those things, wouldn’t it be a huge victory to tick them off 

the list? 

 

And it’s not actually a success if we do all the things on that list at the expense of the other 

uniquely Christian things God’s called us to. 

A tree change could be great for your family life at the same time as it could be a spiritual 

disaster for your family if it takes you away from Christian fellowship. 

It’s fulfilling to have your skills and abilities recognised by a promotion at work, but not if it 

comes at the expense of serving the weak and vulnerable. 

Retiring early to collect seashells doesn’t help if you’re not also growing in your love and 

knowledge of Christ. 

 

Are your success criteria kingdom flavoured? 

Not everything needs to be a “spiritual” activity – not at all – but everything we do should be 

used for God’s glory. 

All the things on that list can be flavoured with self, having the end goal of our own 

happiness, success, glory and fulfilment living for now. 

Or they can be flavoured by the gospel as we seek to serve God in and through them. 

It’s good to give your kids opportunities and help them reach their potential as long as that 

includes growing their character. 

It’s a great joy to be able to rest and enjoy God’s creation when you travel the world, as long 

as God genuinely comes into the picture. 

 

Let’s dig deeper into work, for example. 
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Work’s an important part of our lives with many of us dedicating a significant number of our 

working hours to it. 

You need to be able to provide for your family and anyone who doesn’t is worse than an 

unbeliever. 

The Bible tells us that: 

2 Thessalonians 3:10 NIV11  10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this 

rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 

However, Biblically thinking, work isn’t an interruption or even an alternative to serving the 

Lord. 

Our work can and should be flavoured by service to the Lord. 

So Paul writes to the Colossians: 

Colossians 3:23–24 NIV11  23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive 

an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

 

What are your success criteria and is there anything Christian about them? 

Are some Christ-focused and all Christ-flavoured? 

Our Purpose 

We’ve talked about success criteria which we might also call principles that guide our life. 

What’s our motivation for this though? 

What’s our purpose? 

 

It mightn’t surprise you to know that we need to start with the gospel. 

Think about what God has done for us. 

He’s lavished his grace upon us, taking us from being far away and drawing us near. 

He sent his Son to give his life for us so that we could be freed from the penalty of our sin. 

We were dead in our sin, but God made us alive. 

None of this was our doing and so none of us can boast.3 

 

God’s taken us out of darkness and brought us into his glorious light. 

By justify us in his sight, God frees to serve instead of chasing after the things of this world. 

We’re no longer bound to our own success. 

The gospel means that you don’t have to perform, be good enough or succeed to be 

considered good enough for God. 
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I’m freed up to serve God and others. 

We can ask, “Will what I do serve me or will it serve God and others?” and we can do the 

things that serve God and others. 

 

God’s given us a purpose and if we look to God, in Jesus Christ, we’ll find our purpose. 

What matters most is God. 

Luke 10:27a NIV11  27 He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’;  

Having tasted of God’s mercy, we respond by worshipping God. 

That means that we stand and sing his praises, but it means much more than that. 

Christians don’t just worship God at set times and places. 

We worship the true and living God with everything and every moment we have. 

Romans 12:1–2 NIV11  1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 

God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this 

is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 

what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 

What we do every day is significant when our purpose is to serve God and others. 

When we do things in his power, he gets glorified. 

So, Paul says that our labour in the Lord is NEVER in vain. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV11  58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 

Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because 

you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain. 

 

Jesus goes on… 

Luke 10:27b NIV11 and, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’” 

Elsewhere, Jesus himself says that we’ve been freed to be fruitful. 

John 15:16 NIV11  16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so 

that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in 

my name the Father will give you. 

That means doing good works. 

Good works are anything that we do in faith and part of fulfilling our purpose is to be eager to 

do what is good: 

Titus 2:14 NIV11  14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and 

to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
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In the great chapter on grace – Ephesians 2 – Paul says that we’ve got good works that 

God’s prepared in advance for us to walk in. 

God’s saved us for good works. 

We do good because God’s saved us, but also so that people would glorify God. 

Matthew 5:16 NIV11  16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 

may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

You might’ve noticed that in talking about kingdom priorities, up until this point I’ve said 

nothing about evangelism. 

Hopefully you’ve seen putting the kingdom first is more than just sharing the gospel with 

people, but it’s never less. 

We often focus on how hard evangelism’s going to be, but there’s great joy when someone 

finds the gospel and repents and believes because the Bible tells us that either we pay for 

our sin in hell or it was paid on the cross. 

 

There are people who are going to hell. 

There are people who are feeling hopeless, depressed and empty inside. 

People who are trapped by the consequences of their own sin. 

People who long for a day when their bodies can be free of the pain that’s the constant 

soundtrack to their life. 

You really don’t have to invest in people’s lives for very long to discover that there’s a deep 

longing for more. 

 

We’ve got the answers. 

We’ve been entrusted with the answers so that we can share them with other people. 

We’ve been given the ministry of reconciliation – that people can be reconciled with God – 

and entrusted with extending God’s offer of a lifeline to sinners who are headed to 

destruction. 

Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 

2 Corinthians 5:20 NIV11  20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 

were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 

to God. 

 

Think about the success criteria for you life that we were talking about earlier. 

I’m sorry if you thought you were off the hook because we were done and dusted with them. 

When you look at your success criteria, do they actually line up with the purpose God’s given 

us? 
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Do you success criteria reflect our calling to love God and others? 

We need to filter everything through the lens of the gospel. 

Are we here to just make the best of our lives and then get into heaven with a swipe card or 

are we seeking to serve the Lord with everything? 

 

This’s really the engine room of today’s talk because it’s the motivation and driver. 

God’s given us our purpose. 

Doers of the Word 

That’s really big picture stuff. 

What does it actually mean and look like in the nitty gritty of everyday life? 

I don’t want to leave things ambiguous and unclear. 

That doesn’t mean that I’m going to give you a list of exact things that you should do, but 

hopefully some tools for you to be able to work it out for yourself 

We need to be hearers of the word and that’s why we spend time unpacking the Bible but we 

need to be doers of the word too and that’s why we’ve starting this conversation. 

 

Another way to think about this is to think about our time, treasure and talents. 

Time 

There are many ways that we serve the Lord through all of the things we do in life. 

But there are many ways that serving God and others takes time. 

A big part of life as a Christian is relationships because God cares about people and we 

need to as well. 

We’re called to share life with others and that takes time. 

A little further down in Romans 12, Paul tells us to: 

Romans 12:15 NIV11  15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 

mourn. 

That takes time. 

Are you too busy and too focused to rejoice and mourn with others? 

 

Loving others means that relationships are something that we invest in don’t just manage. 

You manage relationships for what you can get out of them, you invest to love others. 
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I read someone talking about networking this week and how most people network for what 

they can get out of it. 

Christians network for the sake of finding ways to serve others. 

 

We try to work hard at spending time as part of our Tuesday night home group. 

I’m not even sure that all the members of our group are aware this’s what we’re trying to do 

though. 

We meet at 5:30pm and have dinner together. 

Sometimes it’s the hardest and the most difficult part of the night because there can be 

awkward silences and frustrating small-talk… especially if you’re talking to me! 

Based on my past experience with other groups, people often see this time as being a bit 

pointless and they’d prefer to turn up when the action begins. 

The goal of that time isn’t just to feed people though, it’s to have time for relationships – 

more than you can have with a quick supper at the start of the night. 

 

Where we spend our time trains our hearts. 

Are you so focused on studying for exams that there’s not time for people? 

Is your aim to get to the next level, finishing the book or finishing the project and not people? 

All good things but not if they eclipse kingdom priorities. 

If life’s so full of existing, then there’s nothing left to give to others. 

If you’re so flogged that you don’t have the capacity to do anything more than flop out on the 

couch, then maybe you’re doing too much. 

 

Sometimes time and effort actually costs more than dollars. 

 

In the spirit of doing something that’s a little bit different, I’d like to share some stories with 

you. 

The thing about these three stories is that they all come from this week. 

I think that one of the things that’s exciting about them is that I didn’t need to trawl back six 

months to see how God’s at work. 

 

The first story is Steve’s and so I’d like to invite him up. 

Steve’s story shows us how using your time for others advances God’s kingdom. 



~ 10 ~ 

Treasure 

Everything that we have belongs to God. 

We so often fall into the error of thinking that it’s ours to do with it whatever we want. 

It’s true that God gives us control, he calls us to be stewards of what he’s given us. 

 

We can use our treasure for our own ends or for the sake of others. 

There are lots of ways that we can use the treasure he’s given us for the sake of the 

kingdom. 

We can lend a car to someone who needs one for a short or long period. 

Instead of getting someone to look after your pets while you’re away for a long time, why not 

investigate letting a missionary family stay in your home? 

 

Giving a lot isn’t necessarily a sign of being generous. 

Under the law given to Israel, everyone was to give in proportion to what they got. 

If you have a lot, you’ve got a lot to give. 

Deuteronomy 16:17 NIV11  17 Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way 

the LORD your God has blessed you. 

As Christians, Jesus tells us that the person who has little and gives everything gives a lot.4 

Matthew 6:33 NIV11  33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well. 

 

Many of your will know that Jesus told the story of the rich fool in Luke 12. 

He wants to build bigger and bigger barns to store the harvest that God’s given him. 

His goal is to store up more and more stuff in this world but he dies. 

He who dies with the most doesn’t win if they haven’t invested wisely. 

As Jesus says elsewhere: 

Luke 9:25 NIV11 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose 

or forfeit their very self? 

 

One of the things we can do with our lives is chase treasure. 

Some people just don’t have any choice because they’ve got to work to survive. 

That said, what does “survive” mean? 

I realise that there are people who are genuinely struggling to put food on the table and keep 

a roof over their head for a whole range of reasons that aren’t related to unwise spending. 
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But there are plenty of people in our area who feel like they’re struggling to survive because 

they’re being crushed by the crippling weight of the mortgage on their mansion. 

 

In the corporate world, there’s so much pressure to climb the corporate ladder. 

And it’s gratifying to be asked to rise to the level of your potential, isn’t it? 

What if you chose not to use all of your potential in your job though? 

It’d be radical if you only used 50% of your potential and didn’t make as much money. 

But then you could invest your time in other people? 

 

Deb’s going to share her story. 

I think it’s really encouraging that Deb’s choosing NOT to meet corporate expectations to 

allow her capacity to serve God and others. 

Talents 

There are all kinds of talents that can be used in service of the kingdom of God. 

God gives all different kinds of gifts to the church5 and every Christian possesses some gifts. 

Every member needs the rest.6 

We tend to see the people who speak up the front are the important ones. 

But think about the great kids talk last week – the person who quietly and faithfully made 

costumes on Saturday night was every bit as important as the actors. 

 

We can use our talents for the Lord. 

Take Luke for example. 

The guy trained as a doctor, but it he had the skills to compile the accounts of the 

eyewitnesses to the events that were fulfilled amongst them. 

We often think of Paul as being the biggest contributor to the New Testament, but it was 

actually Luke who wrote the gospel named after him and Acts. 

 

What talents do you have and how can they be used for the kingdom? 

How can you creatively use your gifts and skills for God’s glory? 

Consider Tahnee – I can publicly celebrate her behind her back because she’s not here to 

be embarrassed by it. 

Tahnee trained as an architect. 

We’re not doing a building program at church, so how could she use those skills? 
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Well, she noticed that we didn’t have the emergency evacuation plans that we’re meant to 

have in all the right places around the church building, so she took the initiative to use her 

skills to fill that gap. 

 

What talent or skill could you GAIN for the sake of the kingdom? 

If you’ve got an eye for style, what about doing a 10 week graphic design course? 

Use your social media skills to set up a Tiktok account or maintain the Instagram account for 

the church to bring something meaningful into people’s lives. 

Youth – why don’t stop gaming for a little while and learn the guitar with the goal of 

eventually playing in church? 

And as an added bonus your boyfriend or girlfriend’s probably going to be more impressed 

by your guitar skills than having an account level of 5000 in Fortnite. 

 

I’m no artist, but I’d love to run an art show to share Jesus with people through art. 

We could connect it to a sermon series and then as people see the art they’d need to read 

the Bible to understand it. 

They’d evangelise themselves! 

I think we’d have the opportunity to share the gospel with new people because the kind of 

people who would come to an art show might be different to the kind of people we usually 

connect with. 

 

I’m going to ask Andrew up to share how he used his talents and skills for the kingdom this 

week. 

Our Church 

I’d be one of the first people to acknowledge that the kingdom of God is much bigger than 

our church. 

But this’s OUR church and I’d hate for anyone to feel like there’s no place for them to serve 

here. 

So, I thought it might be helpful to jot down a quick list of things that you might be able to do 

to serve here: 

• Life Course Set-up and Supper 

• Grace Care Helpers 

• Grace Bubs Co-ordinator 

• Blue Card Administrator 

• Kitchen Co-ordinator for Events 

• Purchasing Supplies 

• Music Administrator 

• Library Helpers 

• Fire Warden 

• Tech Hardware 



~ 13 ~ 

• Evangelism Co-ordinator 

• Social Events Co-ordinator 

• Bulletins 

• Graphic Design 

• Welcoming 

• Hospitality 

• Sermon Notes Manager for Teenagers 

Start, Stop, Continue Doing 

Perhaps you’re feeling overwhelmed still, so let’s get a little more practical as we try and 

apply this. 

 

It’s a mistake to think just think about what all the good things are that you can do. 

You can still have the success criteria we started with by filling your life with good things. 

There are 168 hours in a week and you can easily fill them with good stuff. 

But are they the BEST things? 

Settling for the good things – if that’s the bar – might mean that we’re actually missing out on 

the best things we can be doing. 

So, don’t just ask, “Is this a good thing to do?” 

Ask, “Is this the best way I can serve Jesus?” 

 

That goes from the biggest decisions right down to the very smallest. 

Take buying a house. 

Is it a good thing to do?  It may well be. 

But if you ask “Is this the best way I can serve Jesus?” you might get a different answer or 

you might get the same answer. 

This goes all the way down to the smallest thing. 

Is Nutella on my breakfast good?  Yep, it sure tastes good. 

But if you ask “Is this the best way I can serve Jesus?” you might get a different answer 

because not I don’t want to abuse my body by having it every day. 

 

When you came in this morning, you should’ve received a sheet of paper. 

Down the bottom is a table with the words “Start, Stop, Continue.” 

I know that this’s a management tool and that might make your stomach churn. 

You came to hear a Bible talk and now you’re being fed management tools! 
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Not that the Bible is anyway deficient, in fact, only God’s Word can give us the foundation, 

motivation and direction for doing this. 

While this doesn’t come from the Bible, but it’s a wise and useful tool to help us APPLY the 

Bible to our lives. 

 

It’s helpful to ask: 

• What do I need to START doing? 

• What do I need to STOP doing? 

• What do I need to CONTINUE doing? 

 

If you’re realigning your priorities, what is it that you are convicted and convinced that you 

need to START doing? 

What’s missing? 

What needs to be added in? 

 

Most of us don’t have so much excess capacity that we can just keep adding things in. 

Some of us naturally have greater and lesser capacity, but just about everyone can also 

grow their capacity. 

That said, God’s also made us to need rest. 

Rest is an important part of reminding ourselves that God rules the world and not us. 

 

Saying “yes” to the best stuff will mean stopping other things, even if they’re good. 

So, what do you need to STOP doing? 

I think that’s probably the hardest one and it can be really difficult to stop doing things, 

especially if they’re good. 

But don’t forget we’re seeking what’s best? 

 

Here’s something that’s really important. 

There’s a massive danger for us as Christians in our time and place. 

Here’s the lie that most of us buy into, at least to some extent:  I can have the same life that 

my neighbours, friends and family who don’t follow Jesus, only it’s better because I’ve got 

Jesus as well. 

I want to keep up with the Jones’ next door and then just add Jesus on top. 

 

That’s a dangerous lie because it just doesn’t work and Jesus said as much. 
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If you want to be a follower of Jesus, it means denying yourself. 

It’s another one of those things that we wouldn’t actually say, we just live like it’s optional to 

take up our cross. 

Listen to Jesus’ words: 

Matthew 16:24 NIV11  24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my 

disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 

 

Finally, you’ve probably got a whole bunch of not just good, but truly great stuff in your life. 

Don’t lose that stuff by mistake. 

Press on in it, press forward with it. 

 

Seek to serve Jesus with what’s best. 

Conclusion 

Think about the disciples again. 

On that Good Friday, I’m sure that they felt abandoned and rejected. 

There was this massive disruption to their lives and I’m sure they wondered what their 

purpose was. 

 

Then they met the risen Jesus and everything changed. 

Jesus left them again when he ascended into heaven, but he left them with a task, a 

mission, a purpose. 

To make disciples of Jesus by taking the good news about the risen Lord Jesus to the 

nations. 

This message was their passion – a message that they weren’t just willing to dedicate their 

lives to, but were willing to give their lives up for. 

 

As we look towards the future, how can you serve Jesus best? 

Our purpose is to love God and love others. 

And how do you fit into that mission? 

Is that purpose reflected in your success criteria for life? 

 

I don’t want to start this conversation to tick off my metrics as a pastor or to make my secret 

dreams of world domination come true. 
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My prayer is that these conversations will help us to have not just the good life, but the best 

life. 

Because the best if isn’t just found in getting your ticket to heaven one day. 

Jesus says to “come as you are”, but he never says to “stay as you are.” 

Jesus transforms our purpose to serve him in all that we do.

 
1 Luke 23:46 
2 John 20:9 
3 Ephesians 2:8-9 
4 Mark 12:41-44 
5 Romans 12:7-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7, 28 
6 1 Corinthians 12:24-25 
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